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_ eaſy, dignity, of, your deportment 
- abroad, or: adorping it with, thoſe 
domeſtic virtues and Chriſtian 
graces that. | conſtitute, he chief 
beauty and glory of a Woman. It. 
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e favonrable receptor; by: pres 0 a 8 
ing all ſuſpicion, of its containing 
ſentimepts inconſiſtent with 1 the 
wiſdom and virtue implied in ſuch 
congenial patronage; and by the 


other, am prompted to embrace 
every opportunity of ee my 


n ere 74 to your 


Ladyſhip's conduct, whether ſup- 


porting your exalted Nation by the 


is peculiar to good minds to re- 
ceive tokens of reſpect and kind- 
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OUR. e my dear Fatuy, Hl thne 
of the fun, has robbed bur little village 
2 all its charms, I traverſe, in vain hop 
of diſcovering, ſince you have lofti #t5 bm 
of thoſe beauties which heretofore-preſepitgd- 
themſelves to me in every ſtep I dπο⁰ͥ . but 
when I have tired myſelf wich walking, 
fit down convinced how: fruitleſwany ſeatn 
has been; for every charm alas That! fled 
with you; and the peopled banks of the 
Thames preſent to me a proſpect auen 
dreary as the deſerts of Arabia. It was r 55 
preſence which enlivened all che Kene gd 75 
Vol. Is 5 70 B | Th when 4 


(427) 


nt eie 18" 162 hu, nöugbt ehe re 
8 which en, give pleaur to oy 


addr the Blige in e Wuen 1 an you 
| ti F have forſaken: my harpſichord, refuſe 
to join the e gay throng, though c courted to re- 
turn to it by all thoſe who ſhould have moſt 
"Intereſt with me, and make ſo little uſe of my 
voice, that. my father aſked me feriouſly this 
morning, whether 1 had forgotten how to 
fing?“ In anſwer, 1 attempted our favourite 
denz in the Padlock, but had nöt finiſhed the 
"firſt verſe when the recollection of paſt days 
deprived* me of the power of proceeding—I 
v ſtopped My Kind father, perceiving my dil- 
Ares, wiped off the trickling tear, and pro- 
poſed a ride. Glad to quit tlie painful taſk 
+HHad-undertaken, and happy always to com - 
bply with his inelination, I inſtantly prepared 
any ſelf to accumpany him to Burton, from 
J bence we were not permitted to return until 
late in the evening - et NN 
be Lady! Catharine, in whom gbod-breeding 
Land ſincetity are ſo happily blended, as to 


88 Pbfarm at once the woman of faſhion and the 


+ heſt-of/ ſriends, omitted nothing that could 
nn che R ſhe law me la- 
r 1 "ON Duin 


bouring under; whilſt her PF daughter 5 
told me, with a frankneſs which commanded + 
belief, that nothing ſhould be wanted on her 
part to conſole! me for the loſa of my agrees 
able companion; but added at the ſame time, 
that Mr. and Mrs. Bridges were unteaſonable 
creatures, if they imagined that Miſs T hor» 
ton was, to. bury herſelf in their old man ſio 
merely to pleaſe their humour. 
When, ſhe had talked herſelf out of brech 
on this ſudject, ſhe deſired me to put on m7 
beſt hob, and to prepare for congugſt, as ſhe 
meant to introduce me to ſome, ſmarts whe 
had pramiſed to dine that day at Button, 
\- The; little attention L paid, g her gd. 
is I muſt Hatter myſelf, the reaſon why; her 
prediction was not verified. I paſſed the 
Whole day without receiving any humage - 
more than the rules of politeneſs equired, 
and leſt the gentlemen in the evening in as 
abſolute poſſeſſion of their hearts af Lhad 
never made my appearance. Out of tha ſout 
who were there, but one of thein was entitle'd 
to any degree of my notice, as he qnly had 
any thing extraordinary in his air and ad- 
dreſs z beſides whioh, hei is a near relation of 
; _ Catharine * The other three did . PL. 
5 2 I . 
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regiment nearer to us before that time; for 


it is too much to be at once deprived of my 
Fanny, and of this amiable tutor likewiſe. 
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riſe above the rank of beaux, and owed all 


their gentility to the cut of their clothes: 


hut mortals who are indebted to the dexterity 


of their taylors alone for all their conſe- 


quence, are not ſubjects on which my pen 


can dwell We 177 andes 5 bt . 
or myſelf. ate 95 

I quit theſe therefore fab our worthy Sid. 
ney : yet I cannot ſay much of him either, as 
he ſeldom writes to Sunbury; but there is a 
pleaſure in mentioning our friends, though 
we have nothing new to ſay of them. Have 
you heard lately of him? You know always 
ſuppoſed him more partial to you than to me, 


Wich "makes me now imagine that you are 


better informed of his ſituation. I confeſs 
myſelf ſomewhat curious to know how he 
paſſes his time at Newark. He told me when 
hecleft: this, that he ſhould: not be able to re- 


ſome change in their orders may bring his 


In loſing you both I have loſt all reliſi for 
— but that of writing. W ä 
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Sir. mx ewes friend, you. will find: : 


ane murmuring at your abſence ;. far; time 
cannot leſſen my regret for a misfortune! whieh 
every. hour ingreaſes- by furniſhing, me with 


with its ſmiling train, I ſigh becauſe my; 


Fanny i is not here to partake of, and to in- 


ſure its continuance; 3 if dullneſs intrudes, 4 
lament that ſhe, who would have kept i it at 
a diſtance, is no longer here: thus in every 
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Sf my loſs. If Mirth comes WE 
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1 
turn your idea (all that now remains with 
me) becomes my torment. 


* 


My kind, my indulgent facher tr tries every | 


art to make me forget my grief, and is con- 
tinually finding out ſome new amuſement for 
The whole neighbourhood, at times, is 
invited to the moſt ſumptuous entertainments 
at our, houſe; at others we go to theirs. Private 
balls are much in vouge with us; Cotillons 
and Allemands prevail moſt, though we now 
and then admit of a ſew favourite Engliſh, 


me. 


counety- dances for the fake of variety, 1 


have had many partners, but none of them 
pole, who is polite enough 
to tell me he finds no pleaſure i in dancing with 
This diſtinction has its 

asche is univerſally allowed to have 
b fine taſte,” and excels ſo muten in this! at 
himſelf, that F cant prey foppoing um a 


equal to Mr. Wal 


any one but me. 
charms, a 


* judge. 


I ſhould; have told 4 chat zwe Raue 6 
Walpole belongs 20 the gentleman of whom 

1 made fuch favourable mention in my laſt. 
He has been ever fince at Burton, where he 
is exceedingly careſſed by the whole family. 
Lady Catharine ſ peaks highly of his munifi- 
en and bis Yoble way, of thinking; Mr: 
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13 


„ 
Biſhop declares him to be the moſt ACCony- | 
pliſhed young man he has ſeen lately; and 
Miſs Biſhop, who flirts wich all mank ind 
without loving any one, proteſts that her 
couſin would be the moſt enchanting fellow! 
in the world, if he was not ſo particular in 
his notions as to be a reſtraint upon her vis 
vacity ſometimes, and ſo very reſined in his 
ſentiments: as not to leave; himſelf a chances 
fot happineſs. My father ſays, he 1 is the moſt 
agreeable x man he knows. I do not fay quite 

ſo. much, though I allow him to be uncom-" 

monly handſome, and very pleaſing. Hei is 

juſt returned from his travels, and has acqui- 
red; all the advantages which ſuch : A tour cath | 
give, without having any thing of the be- 
comb. His fortune is large, and his ' cons 


nections noble. He is, in ſhort, tout ome 45 
# faut. ' All this I know, without having a. 
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wiſh to engage more of the notice of this ge. 
nera]. favourite than juſt what is ſufficient to 
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give me a tolerable opinion of myſelf, which 
I am convinced i it is neceſſary to have, in or- 

der to appear in 1 2 with our bor gigs 8 
eaſe, Sor e apt ii 

Fou may Lkemembef Hor Wü trouble 
Sidney had, ſometimes, to make r me overcome: ; 
San n n 
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the mauvaiſe honte which made me ſo unfit. to 
ſhine in company, and which not all. his flat- 
tery joined to yours could make me get the 
better of. Should Mr. Walpole prove more 
ſucceſsful, I doubt both you and Auguſtus: 
will ſuſpe& that I pay more regard to his: 
words than to yours: but let me deſire you 
rather to attribute my improvement to any 
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TE friend you. fa 3 regret, my dear 
Emma, is not leſs ſenſible of your grief 
than of the misfortune you complain of. An 
equal ſufferer with yourſelf, I am equally.” 
afflicted, and mourn the e which e cau- 
11d our ſeparation . Loos 

On my arrival at home L i my: poor 
aunt, whoſe ſpirits had been affected by my 
long abſence from her, much altered in her 
looks. This new proof of her affe&ion.drew. 
ſevere reſſections from me on my own ingra- 
titude, and want of a proper regard for her 3. 
but ſhe would admit of nothing that could de- 
prec iate me, and ſeemed to have loſt remem= 
brance of every thing diſagreeable on ſeeing 
me again. My uncle, not leſs rejpieed at m 
return, begged me not to;think of leaving 
them ſoon again, as neither he nor his wife 
Sekelaur happineſs without me. 
20 mog B 5 | Indebted! | 
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Indebted as I am to theſe affectionate 
friends, will you not call me ungrateful, 
Emma, when I tel} you that I cannot fn 
myſelf ſo perfectly happy at the Grove, as I 
uſed to be at Sunbury? I argue with. myſelf” 
on this ſubject to no purpoſe: keaſon has: 
very. little force when oppoſed to. the tuling. 
with of our hearts, and I find myſelf diſſatis- 
| fied after having repeated over and over again, 
that /no- ſituation can be more eligible than: 
my preſent. But this is a ſeeret which you. 
may aſſure yourſelf I carefully conceal. mow 
every body about me, 

Qur neighbourhood is net in itſelf ſo wall 
calculated: to afford amuſement as. yours is. 
Moſt of the large manſions around us are de- 
ſerted, either from the nonage or the dotage of 
their owners : I cannot therefore boaſt of the 
appearance of a Walpole among us, any, 
more than I can of the peculiar favor of a Sid» 

ney, not having had a line from Newark ſinee 
J left you: but without this, think, I can 
give a gueſs at © how he paſſes his time 
* there,” which for your /atis/aion 1 we 
communicate in the next paragraph. 
With his pretty perfon, embelliſhed with 
1 3 I bold it utterly im- 
e 2&8. poſſible 
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poſſible for him to remain long in Wy plice 
withoutattraQing the regards of every wom 

im it; And you know how far His Policen 
darttes, him towards the ladies: judge then 
whether he has not, in this caſe, employment 
enough to fill up every hour in the day, what 
with making parties with ſome morning walks 
and rides, and 1 others to the balls 
and tes. tables. e eee 

I this method 6 acccuñting lor Hie Hlsgce 
does hot ple aſe you, my ſiwee Emtha, you 
muſt find out one möre d grecabfe to y, WE 
perhaps to him too. This 1 am convinced?” 
though, that when y Iu accuſe him of giving: 
me the preference to you in any Ny you 
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ee —. at this place ten days, my dear 
Fgutton, during which ſcarce a moment has 

2 without ſome degree of gatets. Would 
vou believe, chat amidſt all this I. have found 
leiſure to fall 1 in. love 2 yet it hardly amounts 
to that either; but there is nat another phraſe 
which, offers itſelf at this inſtant to expreſs 
what I feel for a litile innocent girl of ſeven» 
teen, Who viſits, here frequently, and: who 
carries off all the admiration without knowing 
the meaning of the word. She is ſuch an abſo- 
lute noviee in the ways of the world, . thatſhe- 
does not underſtand the common language of 
it. When I, am her partner in the dance, 
and ſqueeze her ſoft hand, ſhe looks ſurpriſed, 
but ſhows no other emotion: if I compli» 
ment her beauty, ſhe bluſhes without giving 
credit to a ſyllable I ſay, You will wonder, 
George, where this phenomenon has been 
rent . 1 4 bred. 


2187 


r x 1 
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TE 


Breds.,.F abel did not imagine, that ſuch * 
being could exiſt in this age; but Emma 
Egerton has proved me miſtaken . , She is the 
only daughter of a ſenſible and worthy man, 
who is Biſhop's intimate friend, and, cho has f 
educated. this darling child in a very different 
ſtyle from the generality of her ſex : wrapped 
up in her, be has never loſt ſight. of her ſince. 
theideath,of her mother, who. by all -accaunts. 
was juſt as deſerving, of. ſuch. a. blefing, as 
himſolf. bt r 17 ot TE AG 
She. is, they aſſure me, co 4 I 
of, every. accompliſhment which can/adom a | 
female... If. her modeſty. was not as great a 
her merit, I might by this have. been enabled 
to have ſpoke from my own knowledge of her. 
uncommon qualifications; but I have not yet 
| Preyaied, on her 39; ata than nd 


Ae to prongunce; her, ſuperior. to. 
any Engliſh woman of my acquaintance, 
As to her perſon, I cannot attempt to de- 
ſeribe it, as none of the terms made uſe of. to 
expreſs beauty will give you any juſt. idea of, 
her- s, that being as much gut of the uſual; 
Lyle as the reſt of her perfection, I. have 
ſeen fentures. more exactly , forme, 
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WE... | 
mote" Biking; bot never was there fuch an 
aſſemblage of the graces to de found in ene i 
perſon ! Her whole ſouf is £6 be ſeen in her 
edun tenance, which in every dur eeprelee 

0 alt that is deſirable in woman. Je SEW, 

ITI Was diſpofed to play the inan vrb, this 

is juff the object I would chuſe;' but as 1 d0 
not fancy I ſfiould ſhine much in this haracs 
tet, 1 frequently quit her fide to futter about 
her leſs dangerous companions. Amongſt 

| theſe Kitty Biſhop is not the leaſt eharmingg. 
though à very different creature from Ia bella 
Emma; but ſhe is excellent too in her ways 
Never having ſeen her fince ſhe left the nun- 
ſery until I paid this viſit to Burton, her ge- 
nus was not at all known to me; but it did“ 
not take much time to become acquainted: 
with her: all life and fpirit, "The has no no- 
tion of confining herſelf to the dull forms ef- 
tabliſhed in this country, which make dur 
women in general almoft 4frafd of ſpeaking: | 
to a ſtranger. This eaſe and affability render: 
her eafy of aceefs, Whilſt fier wit teaches us 
to keep at a proper diftanee ; ſo that no _ 
is more Liked or more reſpected than this. 

When vivacity is thus happily tempered, 

it keeps the poſleſor fafe from tie bad con. 


- WM” | . ſequences: 


5 N 


which ſometimes 6 
extraordinary flow of ſpirits, and contributes | 
to the pleaſure of thoſe who converſe with her. 
We now and then diſpute about the propriety- 
of an action, but ſhe always gets the better: 
of me by the keenneſs of hen repartecs: 59914 
Lady Catharine and Mr. Biſhop are re- 
markably tender parents: this and one ſor 
are all the children they have; and between! 
theſe they have immenſe riches to divide. 
Her Ladyſnip- is the beſt ſort of woman on 
eatth.. Do not ſuppoſe that I mean, Colonel, 
the is infipid : ſhe poſſeſſes, I give you my: 
word the higheſt merit, though that unſor⸗ 
tunate expreſſion does not imply ſo much.; 
hor heart is ſuſceptible of the neſt feslings, 3 
which: ſhe indulges freely, and makes by * 
doing the happineſs of all around; her? l. 
do not know a more valuable friend, or ons: 

on whoſe judgment I would more firmly rely. 
She dotes on Miſs: Egerton with the 4 
of a mother, and gires her a character that / N 
would enſlaye a heart Jeſs: gautions:.than 
mine: it is not enough: for me tllat ſhe ſoems 
3 I muſt be ſure of her being mer oy 
ſo than any female I have yet met with 
ma muſt, be fees. from the leaſt inclina-- 
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non to any other mam; it muſt have been 
always fo,” or it, will not, George; | ſatisfy- 
the delioacy of your friend. You have warn 
ed me againſt indulging this ſingularity; but 
it ſeems to be ſo'interwoven in my nature, 
that no argument is able to remove it. But 
at preſent this is not a material ne- g 
I am not in haſte to wed.“ ie 
Vou are acquainted with Biſhop I ſhall: 
not then ſay mote of him, than that I join 
With you in eſteeming him as he deſerves. 
have already told you, that titre paſſes 
In the moſt agreeable manner here; every 
body ſeems to be ſatisfied with it: I am fo 
much ſo; as not to think of quitting Burton 
for ſome time, as I am pteſſed to continue 
us long as I can with theſe worthy! people; 
but T am not permitted to remain longer i in 
my room; as my wild couſin is thundering 
at my door, and inſiſts on my joining tho 
company, which has been aſſembled this 
Hour; as ſhe ſays, and . enen 
 expeRing to ſee me. 944k e lor 
Adieu! You eee me when 
Tobey. my orders, knowing me to de. it 
£ Rinn 2:te 6 W per ſempre, 2: ted © 
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Fh. my Pug Fanny l. your Emma x 
bas been almoſt reduced to deſpair; finge 
you laſt heard from her. My. beloved, father 
has been on the brink. of the grave : a.yiolent 
fever attacked him a few days after I had. 
written to you, and was near depriving, me 
ef the only ſupport heaven bas left me. For 
ten days, medicine proved ineffectual dur 

tbat time judge of my diſtraction by the cauſe | 
of it. His bead was, hardly more 11 70 
than mine: his diſorder. was leſs cruel,, 

being confined: to pain of body. ee 1 0D 

a5 expteſs to Newark Sidney came. be 
brought back Hope to che dwelling ieder; 
ſerted . for many days. The ſound of his LIQIEE. 
on his entering the houſe, was che. firſt joy Wk 
heart, had known for an age: 1 flew to wo | 
ceive bim, "ann ang enges him to my 1 


bis eyed, and ſeemed do re. 


6 & ). 

vive at the ſlight of the dear Auguſtus, who 
expreſſed all the tenderneſs of a fon for him: 
his care and inceſſant attendance are rewarded 
by the recovery of that friend to whoſe gene- 

roſity the amiable youth. owes all he poſſeſſes: 
the ſenſe he entertains of His obligations ta 
him is ſhown in every action of his life, = 
A dejection of ſpirits, which they aſſure me 
is the common effect of weakneſs, is all that 
now remains te diſturb me on my dear fa- 
ther's account. w e try every method that 
affectionate duty can invent to divert him: 
he ſmiles on our endeavours, though _ do 
not ſeem us yet to have taken effecre. 

This alarming incident has broke up our 
hate f parties ; but the abſente of the gay world 


3 is amply made up to me in the company of 


two worthier nen than any in it. Sidney en- 
tertains us with the many adventures which, 
a Ho: his ptofeſſion, he has been engaged i in at 
every place he has been ſent to: we paſs 
whole days in my father's apartment, without 
Winning far any addition to our number, un- 
Teſs my y Fandy could make à fourth. 

Böge tells me I am ASE eb 1 he- 
a Kft me ;—that I am prown'taller, He com- 
_ mends the progteſs I have made in muſſe 

2 ; 7 that 


. 

tae” is now the only thing he tives himſelf 
any trouble about, He pretends that he can- 
not leave Mr. Egerton; but I fuſpect that he 
does not chuſe to employ himſelf with one 
ſcholar only, and that not the ane who pro- 
miſed to do him moſt eredit. Beg Mrs. 
Bridges, my dear friend, to ſend you back to 
Sunbüty, that I may ſtand a chance of know» 
ing ſomething more than my alphabet: 4 {bs 
goes not gels hat an injury ſhe has done 
me by taking you away ; make her ſenſible bf 
it, and T am convinced the'witt ee re- 
n 2313904 $9103 a 3062 7001 Aten 

A note is juſt brought me from Mis 
Biſhop, containing an Anvftation for this : 
evening: mis wiff tale nd deftfaf, ard W 
Cod facher adds His comtttands te ters] 8d. 
ney is to accompany mie at his defire u wor 
there is no choice left for me. 1g, my 


Fanny; bur leave this pleaſing employment 
with reluctance, thotgh well dreſfed Veaun 
and harmonious ſounds e e 
of v 8 371 375} 9* ind 16 g ; 
e za 20430) ton ede Eager « 
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On W Yak been damped, & 
every . amuſement, has, ceaſed,, for Slog 
time: not a ſwain but hung bis dog and broke 
bis pipe during the abſence of Emma, ho 
had forſaken us for the laſt three weeks to.imn 
mure herſelf in her ſick father's apartment, 
adminiſtering, comfort to bim during a long 
and dangerous illneſs. To ſaye the reſt of 
mankind from deſpair, the Fates have calmed. 
bis pulſe, and reſtored, his fairdaughter to us; 
| the made her appearance at Burton, yeſterday, 
and joy reaſſumed its empire. Confin | 
and anxious care have only faded, the roſes of 
ber (cheek, to ſhow- -the does not -er her. 
Bs power of charming to the beauties of com- 
plexion. She. has; not yet forgot her appre - 
henſions, though the faculty have poſitively 
declared him to be out of danger, and he is 


dermitted to walk about the houſe: kad never 
n | had 


(21) 


| had ſhe looked more' lovely in wy eyes hag 

in this ſtate ; the ſweet marks of an alarmed | 
Tenſibility viſible in her countenance,: and in- 

creafing that ſoftneſs which is 1 captivating | 
in her. She was eſcorted hither by a 
handſome young fellow—in ' regimentals too, 
George! I felt myſelf lock rather fooliſh when 
on going to hand her from the carriage, I 
— ſhe had been better afliſted by the 


Titky wat who had the honor of being ber 
companion from Sünbury. * loſt no time in 
enquiring into his connexions with her: 
Lady Catharine, to to whom 1 addrefſed my elf, 
bid me, With a laugh, not to fear à ri al in 
Mr. Sidney. As that was ile ſeaſon for ef- 
' tering into particulars, and I Was refolyed 
not to loſe the happineſs I enjoyed in her pre- 
ſence; I took this advice: depending upon the 
hint; I baniſhed all doubts, and begged "the 
gentle Emma would favor me with her bard 
that evening; which ſhe conſenting to,'T 
found no reaſon to envy any other man, as 
the made no diſtinction among us. 
No ſooner had they left us than, impatient 
to learn more of this Sidney, I engaged Lady 
Catharine to give me his hiſtory, Which you 
dall habe in der on werds, ers en 


40 His 
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vc His wats; a man of more merit than 
fortune, was from his infancy the, intimate, of 
. Egerton: near neighbours in the couns 
try, and educated at the ſame ſchool, they 
never were parted until Sidney (who, Was A 
younger brother) had a commiſſign purchaſed 

for him, and went abroad with his regiment: 
Egerton abut the ſame time went on his tra- 
vels, and hen he returned to England found 

his friend had married contrary, to the ſordid 
maxims of his family, and was for that cauſe 

© diſregarded by it. Their friendſhip was now 

| renewed. with double warmth; and he who 
had been favoured by Fortung would, haye 
been happy to haye ſhared his riches, with the 
neglected worthy, had not che noble Sidngy 
ſcorned to receive, even from the generous 
Egerton. Death very ſoon divided theſe kin - 
d red ſouls; and the ſurvivot fqund no conſa- 
lation for, his loſs, but in transſerring bis 
kindneſs to the unhappy widow and her in- 
fant ſon . Mr. Egerton was on the point 
5 of marrying when his friend died; and. as 
"RE ſoon as he did, he carried home, with his 
bride, Mrs. Sidney and her boy: the two la- 

dies ſoon formed an attachment as ſincere as 

5 ; WAR the inexorable tyrant: only 


could 


1. 4 


(43) 
could diſſolve ſuch bands; and Mrs. Egertos 


ſoon wept over the grave of her Euphemia, as 
Mr. Egerton had over Sidney s. The young 


Auguſtus claimed all the tenderneſs of this 
worthy pair, and had no reaſon to lament 


the loſs of his parents, careſſed as he was, and 
treated in wid ſpy as a child of Klee the 


nete e ſan Aifinguiſhed himſelf by bis ge- 


nfus: kis patron hoped to ſee him ſhine in one 


of the learned profeſſions, and had actually 
deſtined him for the bar; but the father's ſpirit 
. prevailed, and nothing would ſatisfy the youth 
but a commiſſion. Mr. Egerton rergonftrat- 
ed; but he talked in vain to a heart-fired 
with the ambition of acquiring. mil itary fame, 
and much too warm to be confined to plod 
over law- books: finding he could not change 
the firm purpoſe of his ſoul, he at eng | 
banc rang to procure him a lieutenancy, - 5 
The little Emma, the youngeſt and 
only remaining child of five was quickly de- 
prived of her excellent mother, and became 
the ſole darling of her father; nor was Sid- 
ney (who ſtill remained under the hoſpitable 
roof at Sunbury, when he was not obliged to 
artend his new employment) leſs ſond of ber 
| dan 


| / 


(24) 
— if ſhe bad been his ſiſter: all his leĩſure 
hours were dedicated to her improvement; 
he made her read, write, think, and ſpeak, 
with propriety. Her father, equally-attentive 
to her education, joined in finiſhing the ac- 
compliſhments of a girl wy oY nne 
rde ef Nerf w 1 
80 elear an account of their i 10 tas 
deſtroyed every ſhadow: of my late fears; and 
Sidney Koa be deur t to me, as the friend of 
Emma. = 
I am obligsd t to be at he next uke 
1 and Vernon are to be witn 
If after an abſence of ſive or ſix weeks 
1 n feel my heart diſpoſed to return. to Bur- 
ton, I will come again, and try then to thaw 
the frozen boſom of Miſs Egerton. Iam 
not quite certain that I love her enough to be 
"uncafy when I can no longer ſee her every 
day: yet the ſenſations I had on ſeeing her 
with Sidney yeſterday, do not ſeem to prog- 
noſticate much peace of mind to me; I like 
not theſe ſymptoms they muſt be ominous 
..... But: who can ſay what the air of 
Dorſetſhire may produce? Abſence has 
frequently been found aſpecific in ſuch ca- 
les; ; nay, in mueh more violent attacks than 
11 4 2 that 
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that I ſuſtain, Aſſure yourſelf, however, that 
you ſhall be informed of every ſtep I take. 
But what buſineſs can you have again in Lin- 
colnſhire? It is but the other day you went 
from thence, —What's become of Miſs Ne- 
ville ? Is ſhe gone down there? Vou are re- 
ſerred, Sutton; and this is no uſual thing 
with you.. . Take care of yourſelf— 
an artful woman will make a fool of you's an 
amiable one may make you ſtil} more unhap< 
Py : your temper will not bear you through 
as mine will. Be advifed by me; come to 


us at Mela; e be aaa enn 
S#riendſhip o n ntfs t 5 cer 
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ink * with: me, bn dear Wal- 
Les 0 when you complain of my reſerve: 
]ñt is an infallible teſt of my being diſſatisfied 

-with my actions, when I wiſh to conceal 
them from you. Let it is ſtrangę that I 
ſhould not be ſatisfied, after having done what 
was meant to inereaſe my happineſs, and what 
I now think muſt do it. —Wherefore then 
have I expreſſed · myſelf in doubtful terms? 
Will not every wiſh of my heart be gratified 
in poſſefling the woman I love ?—lt muſt be 
 ſo—I cannot have miſtaken the means of 
bliſs... .. . , But I am myſterious—In 
good truth, I bave no inclination to ſpeak 
out ; for I can hardly hope to find you a more 
partial judge, than I have been to myſelf, _ 
After all however, if a man hurts no one 
| by changing his mind, there can be no harm 
in it; a of Ny would 1 why crimi- 
__ | | nal; 


tm) 


val, unleſs its reer were fo, 3 and 


myſelf of. But 1 nies fallen i into the aue 


Nyle again, Which it is neceſſary I ſhould quit, 
to enable you to comprehend what I would be 
at, Take then, in plain Engliſb, the ac 


count youextort from me. EFT 


Wh rue, it ĩs not more than three weeks ſince 
I left Waterlands, in which time I have 
croſſed ſeveral counties, and ſpent: fome days 
with Beresford at Milfield; and to-morrow 1 
return again to Perey's, carried back by an 
irreſiſtible. impulſe, and bound by ſolemn ; 
promiſe to be there the twentieth of this 


month. All this for the ſake of a woman, 


and that woman not Miſs Neville, though. you 
ſuſpect her to be the cauſe of my journeying. 
But ſhe is too much engroſſed by her ſiſter's 
affliction to beſtow fo much attention on me; 
and ſhe, who was for a long time my friend, 5 
my conductreſs, on whoſe. counſels I could 
with day: has reſigned me 15 (at 


very ae af; guiding even herſelf hag 1 
what ſhe wants in prudence, is amply ſupplied 
in © the ſweet variety that's in her; anf 
then ſhe loves me too, which, let me tell 

85 | i 2 : , Jou; Fon: 
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Cy 
oi, to a r heart, is no ſmall attraction- 
.I I ſometimes indeed draw a pa- 
rallel leet the two charmers, which does 
not pleaſe me ſo much as I could defire : for 
inſtance, I throw into one ſcale Harriet 
Courtney 's blooming youth, her beauty, vi- 
vacity, and ingenuous manner; into the other 
goes Priſcilla Neville's merits—agreeable, 
generous, ſincere, mild, ſentimental : here 
I ſtop, leſt my favourite nymph, with only 
her atrial attributes, ſhould be found too light 
to preſerve the balance. It is hardly fair to 
draw compariſons, ſince it is poſſible by ſo 

doing to injure very high characters. This 
zs the caſe here: Harriet is leſſened by the ſu- 
periority of the other; but I do not wiſh her 
to be more perfect than ſhe is; ſhe would be 
leſs charming if ſhe had fewer formalities. I 
renounce all this reflection; it anſwers no 
end but that of breeding melancholy. To 
come back then to my ſtory—I have engaged 
myſelf to meet this bewitching girl at Wa- 
terlands, where I firſt ſaw her; and when 
there, ſhe is to diſpoſe of me as ſhe pleaſes: 
aye, ſhould ſhe even chuſe to'carry me to 
church with her, I am ready to attend her. 


. 90 now, e vou know as 
much 


6( 
muck of my deſtiny as I do myſelf, If you 


loved as much as I do, you would not heſi- 
tate about returning to Burton; but, I know 
not how it is, you do not in general appear to 
reaſon as 1 doon every point : yet youare leſs 
liable to be impoſed upon, when your own 
whims do not throw you into the ſcrape ; for 
when they predominate, I would not give a 
ruſh for all your ſagacity- I approve of the 
deſcription of your Emma; her ſoftneſs will 
temper your violence : therefore purſue Jour 


Park, where 1 ſhall be yery happy to pay my N 
compliments to her as Maree du Choe. 


Adieu . 
Yours, / * 


denen is cen 


A ay 
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' MISS-EGERTON TO MISS THORNTON... 


FOILS * E T NEN VIII. 


1 SUNBURY: 

r the elhictubon of my laſt, I informed 
you, my dear F *anny, of our intention of 
ii ng to Burton: we accordingly went, and 
ſpent the evening in daneing and other gaie- 

ties. | NT. Walpole fell to my lot; being a 
partner, I own” that, *excepting our 
Auguſtus, I preferred him to every other pre- 
ſent: he was in higher ſpirits than eyer I. 
aw him in | before, and appeared more agree- 
able-than ever. . . . All the company: ſeemed: 
pleaſed but Sidney, who either fat with his 
eyes fixed an the floor in ſullen, filence, or 

danced ſo inattentively that Miſs Biſhop (his 
partner) could not ſupport his ſtupidity: ſhe 
reproached him continually with it; he did 
= liſten to what ſhe ſaid, but ſtill blundered 

n. When we got into the chaiſe to go home, 
1 am what had cauſed his uncommon gra- 


: he made. no reply | until, repeating the 
8 Auoltian,, 


(xz o 
queſtion,. I added that I believed * had left - 


his heart at Newark : he then deigned to 
break ſilence, aſſuring me I was miſtaken 


but after that, until we got into my. father's: 
room,. not another word eſcaped him. 


Is not your friend, Fanny,. much changed? 


1 know not what to think of him. When I 


went down ſtairs the next morning, ſeeing 
the ſame diſcontent ſtill in his looks, I ven- 
tured once more to enquire, whether he was. 
well. “ Yes, I am, was his ſhort anſwer. 
Have vou ſeen my father to-day? is he 


| worſe than he was? cried T "I the laſt words 
followed by a ſhower of tears. He was viſi- 


bly moved at this, and in the kindeſt manner 


begged me not to alarm myſelf unneceſſarily. z: - Tu 


that my father Was juſt as well then, as when 


1 ſaw him the night before, and he hoped: 


there was not the leaſt occaſion for my fears. 


As he finiſhed ſpeaking, the object of my 


concern entered the room, and put an end to 
our further diſcourſe on that ſubject, and ti to 
my anxiety though not to Sidney's gloom, 
which has not ſuffered the ſmalleſt diminution 
theſe three days. He affects to treat me with 
the moſt diſtant reſpect; and if at any time 
he directs a ſpeech to me, I am Miſs Eger- 
£7 „„ by, i hn 


Jy 


. 

ton, or Madam: the familiar name of Emma 
is never now uſed by him; one would ſup- 
poſe he had forgotten that I had ſuch an ap- 
. pellation. He even takes ſuch pains to ſhun. 
me, that when my father goes out of the 
room where we are ſitting, he gets up, walks 
a few turns about, then quits it in a hurry, 
as if afraid of being interrupted in his medi- 
tations by the impertinence of my converſa- 
tion. As I perceive he wiſhes to avoid me, 
1 have not lately attempted to:offer to ride ot 
walk with him. When he comes into humor 
again, he may not perhaps W me ſo com- 
plaiſant as I have been. . 

We are engaged to Mrs. Talbot 1575 5 
Auguſtus at firſt poſitively refuſed to go; but 
my father deſiring him not to let me go alone, 
he at laſt conſented, ——If he does not make 
a more entertaining companion than he has 
been lately,” I ſhall prefer going by myſelf. 
| another time.. + I will finiſh this at my, 
| return: „a an ene 1 „ % 
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— herpel bill er wir q 
more to be accompanied by Mr, Sidney. le : 
has been ten times more ſtupid this evening 
than ever he was; not a ſyllable did he atr 
tempt to utter during our viſit, nor was be 
more loquacious in going or coming from 
thence, —The viyaeity of My, Walpole pre- 2 
ſerved me from the influence of this inſectious 
melancholy, or I ſhould have been horribly x 
dull—but: he ſung, laughed, and chatteg 
with ſo much good-humour and eaſe, that 1 
found time paſs away with unuſual velocity: 
until he told me he ſhould be obliged to go- 
into Dorſetſhire to-morrow; when the idea 
of our loſing ſo great a help to our mirth, 
deprived me of much -: of what I might have 
enjoyed. Then, I faid, he would be a los 
to our Coterie: Could he perſuade” himſelf 5 „ 
that I really thapght ſo; he would not be 
long abſent, was his gallant reply.—I laughe& 
at the ſpeech, and left him to ſettle the point 
as he choſe, I am apt to fancy he will do it- ” 
to his own advantage; for, without having 
any extraordinary portion of ſelf· conceit, he 
. 0 . certainly” 


(* > 
certainly has not the extreme diffidence- off 
poor Auguſtus 3 he has, doubtleſs, beem al- 
ways taught to conſider himſelf as a perſon: 
of ſome conſequence, and this would inevi-- 
MY deſtroy much of that quality. 
The clock has ſtruck two; Wedneſday 
Wrhing has broke in upon me before I have 
done talking of Tueſday night. —Walpole 
departs to-day; Sidney remains in the dumps. 
Alas! your Emma cannot now hope for 
any amuſement: even ſleep forſakes her ;— 
but friendſhip glows always with the ſame - 
en breaſt of my dear Fanny's- mn 
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21 TUR oRoVᷓE. 
REAL LV. n 1 N to ſuſpect 
that you delight in drawing characters, 

by the ſketch you have ſent-me- of Sidney. | 

Know him again l not I truly, ;- for;how:Jis' 

it poſſible T ſhould diſcover any thing amiable 85 

through the gloom you have drawn him in? 
EI feel myſelf afraid of the goblin; but as 
diſtance from danger inſpires cowards with 
reſolution, I ſhall venture, notwithſtanding 
the frightful-tales you tell, to attack him up- 
on the wonderful alteration of his behaviour. 

I ſhall write to him by this poſt, and truſt to 

his politeneſs for receiving a more ſatisfatory- 
anſwer than you have yet done: but ſhould 
this be fled with his other charms, and ne 
ſhould ſend: me no more than an Ves or a No, 

I ſhall lay up the letter in mycabinet of cu- 

rioſities, and keep it as a match for the La- 
cedmonian ; —which has hitherto main- 
ELL3 'c . a 


* 


tained an unrivalled glory among the Iaco- 


( 55 } 15 


nic anſwers.— I ſhould declare him to be in 
love, but that I cannot accuſe one of my ſex 


ol ſuch a erime as that of driving him to de- 
ſpair; there cannot be ſuch eruelty i in a * 


minine form ſurely. 

But to be ſerious, I cannot, my dear Em- 
ma, divine the cauſe of this fatal change; 
yet I very ſincerely pity the unhappy youth, 


Who, never having been known to act with- 
out reaſon, eannot now be ſuppoſed to do ſo: 
from this I conclude that ſome heavy misfor-- 
tune weighs down his ſpirits. I have leſs 
right to demand his confidence than you: 
© "have; nevertheleſs, as I have often found it 
eeaſier to write than to tell a ſecret, I am not 
without hopes of prevailing. on him to en- 
"truſt me with what he refuſes to you. This 


- benevolent deſign forces me to conclude, with: 
this u . that I am always 
| 4 £723 Wounds -- 
F. THORNTON, 
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SUNBURP, 


WIr ar — to beauty is ſorrow ! 
It feeds,.** like a worm in the buds” on 
the damaſk cheek of Sidney: you would not 
fuſpect me of exaggeration could you ſee him 
at this time. On his coming down to break 
faſt this morning, ſo pale and unlike his for- 
mer ſelf,” my father was abſolutely ſhocked at 
his looks, and aſked with: earneſtneſs, what 
was come to him: he complained: of the 
head-ach, ſaid the heat of the weather had 
kept him awake the whole night: taking his 
hand, my father proteſted he was ina high 
fever, and begged that a phyſician might be 
ſent for, which the other abſolutely refuſed: 
eonſenting to, ſaying he ſhould be very well 
as ſoon as he went into the air; he would 
walls; and that would infallibly reſtore him 
to health. The moment the breakfaſt things 
were removed, I propoſed our walking: he 


2271 


C8) 
tdok up his hat to attend me; but his mind 
ſuddenly changing, he mower me to . | 
him, as he choſe: to rider IEEE 

I left him to purſue his ee and 
came up to acquaint my dear Fanny with the 
unaccountable ways of her friend: he cannot 
be mine, I am ſure, or he would not act 
thus. 

My dear father is not yet enough recovered 
[from his late indiſpoſition to attend, as he 
uſed to do, to all the triſles that paſs: he has 
not obſerved any but the difference in the ' 
-countenance-of his once-gay Auguſtus; and 
mais is ſo well accountedfor by his complaint, 
1 that he is not tormented as I am, who ſee ſo 
much more, with a thouſand n i » 
about him. 
From your wn which 1 ** red . 
Lad you are equally ignorant of the cauſe 
of his wretehedneſs—nay, then I ſhould 
not complain.— Vet, until now, I did not 
imagine Sidney had paid ſo little regard to the © 
rights of friendſhip: he always told me I 
ſhould be unreſerved in my confidence, and 
that coneealment became eriminal, when it 
made my friend unhappy. He ſpeaks better 
eh acts, and I. am angry with him for 
8 | | * 8 


C3 7) 
teaching me a-leſfon which he will not prae-- 23 
ti himſelf, —But he is unhappy ;" he is ill. 
Ah, Fanny; how does my heart melt at his 
ſufferings! Compſon: i . n n re 
ſentment. 5 1 
He is returned: 1 bene 1 
walks, and go towards the pavilion. I will 
follow him, I will beſeech him to tell me his 
grief: if he refuſes; I renounce his friend- 
ſhip; it is become an empty name, and I 
will no longer be the dupe of his falſe proſeſ- 
ſions: it is now he muſt prove himſelf ſin- 
cere, for I will no more be put off witk 
evaſions. N. Ph * E AE * 1 * __ AD * : 
d e e Bro S fg Sonny Par Ht 
e 1.4 N ld 
Ke my faiend: 1 What has my ae Oy. 
quiry produced-? was it not better to temain | 
in ſuſpenſe than to acquire. the knowledge” I 
have done : But. whither am I e 71 
what will you think of me when I have re- 
peated to you what I have juſt learnt from 
the moſt amiable of men? How will you be 
able to reconcile the affliction I have expreſſed; 
with the happineſs of being beloved by Sid. 
ney ? There is no en doing 15 chan 
N chat: 392% e e 5 
ES « « Bliſs 
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( 49 ) 
lic goes but to a certain bound; , | 
- «© Beyond tis agony." wat 3 114 

Let me, however, be more explicit, and! 
proceed in order, from the moment I quitted 
my room to join the dejected Auguſtus, until 
found myſelf again in the ſame place. 
I laid down my pen, determined to know 
from him what had thus diſturbed him, and 
followed him as faft as L could walk; but be- 
fore I could overtake him, he had turned into 
the pavilion, and I ſaw him ſeated there in 
ſo profound a reverie,. that he did not look 
up even at my approach: the ſound of my 
voice made him ſtart : I began by aſking how 


his head was, and hearing that pain had been 
removed by his ride, Tell me, continued I, 


whether your head was not this morning an- 
excuſs for your heart? And when you have 
anſwered that, ſay, Mr. Sidney, how) you 
ean make your conduct and your doctrine 
agree together? Have I not been taught by 


| | you, that my friends have an indiſputable 


right to partake in all that concerns me; and 


| have I ever concealed a thought from you ? 
Det you have ſecrets which I am not allowed 
to know] you indulge a grief whichiconſumes 
You and your friends are not admitted to par- 


** take 


(4 ) 

take of it; and after numberleſs enquiries, E 
am ſtill at a loſs how to account for yu late 
behaviour. | 

Do not, Miſs Egerton, coped * 
inſiſt upon my telling you—1 ſhould but ill 
deſerve the regard you ſhow for me; were E 
to diſcover the cauſe of my unhappineſs. It 
is not of a nature to be removed by your com- 
paſſion.— Leave then, nor further urge me to- 
reveal What By heaven, Madam} 1 
would · not expoſe - ware ./ +09 con- 
beg e inet! 7 154 F 

This laſt ee 3 duch * "EN 
niſhment; that, like Echo, I returned it 
back, and cried Contempt | without know= 
ing for an inſtant what to add, until,  reco-- 
veritig myſelf a little, I procecded to aſſure 
him, that it was impoſſible he ſhould ever 
merit contempt— You diſtreſs me- infinitely, 
by ſuppoſing-ſo—No, my dear Sidney, (lay- 
'ing my hand on bis to en nas ay can- 
not. Ny F 

Am I then dear to ou, Emma i faid .* 
taking my offered hand. ee 

Indeed you are, rep! ied T; nor babe ve 
wer ICON to. > doubt i Its any. your! unkind: | 


9 


(42) 
reſerve forced me to appear indifferent, for 
fear of being thought troubleſome to you, 


Oh! no Miſs Egerton, purſued he, you | | 


yy have not affe&ed indifference lately for me; 


you acted from your feelings: but I have no 


right to arraign your conduct; you are di- 
rected by principles which are not to be con- 
troverted. - L am unhappy, I confeſs it, Ma- 
dam, but ſo far from blaming; you for it, I 


|  revere you the more. You have ſhown your 


judgment in loving Mr. Wal pole. 62 „ „ a 87 | 


Mr. Walpole! exclaimed I with new ſur. 


priſe; how have I behaved to make you ac- 


cuſe me of loving bim? How, can you be 


Jo unjuſt, Sidney? I did not expect ſuch 


uſage from you: he may be very deſerving, 
but does it follow that L muſt love him 


So far from it, he is odious to me, ſince I 
find, you ſuſpect me of loving him.. 
Forgive me, my ſweet girl, anſwered he: 
with a voice ſoſtened into the tendereſt accent, 
I did not mean to offend you; I only wanted 
to know: whether your little heart had not 


been caught by the particular notice of an 


dlegant. man, who has diſtinguiſhed you on 
every occaſion, and who is himſelf univer- 
ee. I am convinced now my Em- 


—_ 


0 


ma never loved him; ben e e 
as if he had repented having ſaid ſo much, yet 
had more to ſay on the ſame ſubject. , Im- 
patient to hear the reſt, I went on interroga- 
ting him. | But what, Sidney this is not 
the ſecret you had to diſcloſe ; this has been 
invented only to draw off my attention: but 
J will not be fo fooled. Why do you ſtill look 
ſo diſſatisfied, yet pretend it was becauſe 1 
loved Walpole? You ſay you are convinced 
now, that I do not oo him, Lock you-Rill 


f 


l ML 21 en n 156 12111012 
Have I not hs tes his Em; ſaid he, 
again taking my hand: — can your being. 
indifferent to him make me happy, unleſs it 
proceeds from yout preferenee .to—— Fo. 
whom cried. I (my patience quite exhauſted. 
by this delay)—ſpeak, and I Pn not * 
* eonceal a thought. from vou. 1 H coat] 

- Your ſincerity terrifies me: 1 one my. 
Kas to hear you pronounce. your averſion | 
to your once-favoured. Auguſtus: as your 

friend you bleſſed me with an affection, 
which as a lover I may forfeit. ve This opened 
my eyes at once; and, ſhocked at the part 
I had played, I was going, witheut giving 


a time to add more ;. When. n bim- 
lt: 


* 0 ——_— —_— 


F— 


9 ve - w_ 
— * * . 1 e 4 
— — — — — — 


wy 
— 


| . 
i 
i 
| 


1 
ſelf at my feet, and preventing me from ſtir- 
ring out of the place where I was ſtanding, 

he went on thus - 

You have forced this 3 from me, 
my dear Miſs Egerton: I have perhaps of- 
fended you by it; if ſo, I here intreat your 
forgiveneſs, and beſeech you not to think of 
leaving me until you have ſpoke comfort to 
me. Indeed I am not angry, anſwered I in: 


a tremulous tone; but let me go. 


Now you have told me this, ſaid the en- 
oroacher, you ſhall not leave me, until you 
have anſwered another "ym n I. 
hateful to you? by 
Fou may gueſs, my friend; what ks I | 
made; it was ſuch as made Sidney happy» | 
ard procured. me the er rd tiring: from 
the pavilion. K "H4FK> 

T ſoon run the length of the die) and 
had got half way up the ſtairs, when I met 


my father, who ſtopped and aſked if I was: 


well: Ves, fir, ſaid I, but with ſuch agi- 


tation, that he grew more uneaſy, and in- 


fiſted on my going into the drefling-room 3. 


where he and Wilſon made me ſwallow a 
arge doſe of hartſhorn drops. I do not think. 


* ever flood more in need of them. The 
2 cloſeneſs. 


tw) 


cloſeneſs of the weather was blamed again, 


and I was requeſted not to leave my room 
until the cool of the evening: glad to be 
excuſed from going down to dinner, I readily 

complied with my tender parent's deſire; 


and have paſſed the time in ſcribbling to my 
dear Fanny, whoſe heart, I am convinced, 
18 ſo much intereſted for her friends, as to 
enjoy their happineſs. ..... | Sidney will 


mile again, and Joy will * once more e the 5 


doul of © 426812 
9 Your | e e 
kun rekaron. 5 
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"= V O U may forgive Sidney, my dear Em- 
1 ma, becauſe he put you into good-hu- 


mour, I ſuppoſe, by ſaying he loved you. It 
i muſt be owned there is ſomething foothing 
i enough in thoſe words: but I who have not 
1 ſuch a veil thrown over my eyes and whoſe 
| anger (by the bye) will not break his heart— 
3 I may therefore indulge my vindictive temper. 
| I then proteſt, that I reſent, firſt, his unjuſt 
= ſuſpicions of you in regard to Walpole; and, 


ſecondly, his cloſeneſs in not ſooner reveal- 
ing to you the cauſe of his moping. I have no 
idea of his concealing from you a point 
wherein you were equally concerned with 
= — himſelf: but he knew the gentleneſs of your 
diſpoſition, and truſting to that, followed 
his own vagaries :—lucky was it for him that 
he had ſuch an one to deal with... ... 
. | Read 


{47 ) 
5 Read this to bim for I mean he ſhould be 
lectured for his miſconduct: it is neceſſary 
ſometimes to let theſe bluſtering Lords of the 
Creation underſtand that we are capable of 
en and directing then. 
As to the ſboct you felt on Marestüng the 
pant you had acted in the comddy of the\Paviliair, | 
I do not wonder .at it; your, invineible inno- 
cence having carried you much greater 
lengths than you could have imagined: but 
you have ſuch an happy countenance, that 
there was no miſtaking your artleſs intention; 
therefore there was no occaſion foi your 
pluſhing at what had paſſed; ..7% 5% 73 For 
the life of me, 1 could not have heard half of 
what you did, without having gueſſed all 
reſt:— this fore xnowledge would have em- 
barreſſed me, and inſtead of bringing on the 
declaration by your leading queſtions, I ſhould” 
have gulped and hemmed for an hour without 
getting out a word, and poſſibly might have 
left the garden without any more delightful. 
ſenſation than that of diſappointment.— Thus 
the ignorant frequently have the e 
over us knowing ones. 8 | | 
Having thus given my opinion. of the com- 
_ -mencement, let me now throw in a few in- 
Via T4253 ; ſtruc- 5 
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ſtructions for your future proceedings: they 
conſiſt chiefly in adviſing you to acquaint Mr. 
Egerton as ſpeedily as poſſible with the ſitua» 
tion of your hearts; it is a duty owed to eve- 
ry parent, and what he of all others is moſt 
entitled to from his extraordinary merits in 
that character: beſides, the ſooner ſuch . 
1 the better.. 

Lou may probably doubt my right to eoun- 
Kin. this affair, from my not having yet 
reached the ears of diſcretion; but after you 


have conſidered the advice, I do not think you 
enn beſitate to allow I: am as well qualified 
for that office, as any ſtaid matron of forty= 
fue. — This I am ſure of at leaſt, that no age 
can render me more ſincerely intereſted in 


your welfare; which truth I ſhall Globe 


My ſte xn 
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don” 132 eee e ene 
ov R 3 * Miſs Thornton, 
is juſt: I was to blame in ſuſpecting my 
Emma; I was more ſo in hiding from her 
the ſource of my uneaſineſs. Could I have 
been perſuaded of this a week ago, how many 
dredful moments fhould F have eſcaped! But 
let me not regret tae paſt, ſince it has broughe 
me to ſuch delightful proſpects.Vour 
charming friend repays all my ſufferings, and 
bids me expect happineſs for the remainder 
of my days,—Yes, Fanny, her love will en! 
fure my felicity, and your eſteem will increaſe 
it: this laſt I will ſtill hope for, ſince your 
reſentment has only ſhown itfelf in the mild 
correction of a friendly concern for my fail- 
ing . 5 
© This paſſion, ſo Om diſcovered by out 
Emma, has long inhabited the boſom of her 
Sidney, and ſeems to- > have been a native of 
Vor. I. | + BD © th : 
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the place, ſo fixed and ſettled has it ever been. 


It had grown fo powerful for the laſt twelve 
months, that, fearful of betraying myſelf, 1 


went early in the ſpring to join the regiment, 


hoping that reaſon, aſſiſted by abſence, 


would render my attachment ſeſs violent. 
Can you forget how much it coſt me to tear 
arryſelf from the ſociety at Sunbury ? You 
then expreſſed your ſurpriſe at the extreme 
concern I ſhowed at the thoughts of leaving 
my friends for a few months. — Ah, Miſs 
Thornton I you could not then conceive what 

J felt; will you not now acknowledge 
that my diſtreſs was natural — Emma had 
no need of concealment; ſhe was grieved at 
my departure, ſhe did not hide her emotions, 
and when I embraced her at going away, ſhe 
ſobbed aloud : not capable of ſtanding ſuch a 
ſcene I hurried from her, and flung myſelf in- 
to the chaiſe. I paſſed hours in that journey 
which even now I ſhudder at recollecting: I 
endured all the tortures of deſpair . Time 
ſoftened the horrors of it, but it could not 
deſtroy them; and I was ſtill unhappy, when 
the illneſs of Mr. Egerton recalled me to this 
loved ſpot. Emma received me with the 
5 Wen teſtimonies of j 5 oy: ſoon after I came, 
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»Till now, 4 had den of thesgeneral- opi- 


nion of the world, which ſuppoſed his otly7 


child, from the appearance he had e 
made, would be entitled to a large fortune at 


his death: this circumſtance had-entifely deſ- 
troyed my hope; I would not for the creation. 


have incurred the ſuſpieion of wiſhing to en- 
rich myſelf by marrying the beireſ of Mr. 


Egerton, ee I doated"on his dete 18 


diſtraction.” 2 2, 1 ERA E * r NN " "%y + 
At my dec — phyſicians bad 
pronounced the fatal ſentence, and that my 


friend, my generous benefactor, was thaugit 


his own danger, the good man had prepared to 
meet his fate with a fortitude eonſiſtent with 
that character. One thought onl yimbittered . | 
the pangs of death his little darling was tobe 


left friendleſs and unprovided ſor, expoſed to 


all the hardſhips of a ſcanty fortune, and dif- 
appointed expectations. He called me tu his 
bed-ſide- the morning after I came, and then 
owned, for the firſt time, the real fituatianſof - 
his affairs, condemning the'thoughtleſs-pro= 
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me to guard the ſweet Emma from the ſnares 
that might be laid to betray her. unſuſpecting 
virtue, and to reconcile her to the misfortune 
of living on an income that would but barely 
ſupply the neceſſarles of life; a thouſand 
pounds being all he could ſecure to her from 
the wreck of a conſiderable fortune: his place 
ill furnifhed him with an handſome annuity; 
but as that would ceaſe with his life, wi as” 
no proviſion for his daughter. © 
Pardon me if I ſay that at ſuch a ae Leet 
feel joy: what J had juſt heard gave me, I 
confeſs, a ſenſation fo near to it, that no 
other word will expreſs my meaning. It was 
now I could firſt indulge a thought of her be- 
coming mine. Small as my fortune is, it 
would preſerve her from the wretchedneſs her 
futher feared: the huſband of bis Emma 
would guard her from the wrongs, and by his 
tenderneſs ſoften all the miſeries of life, re- 
paying to her the obligations he owed: to her 
parents. Thus duty and love would unite in 
bleſſing the wretch, who until walls _ had 
never dared to hope. PI pinot e 
- I did'not then think it proper to dick my 
_ ſentiments, but affuring my friend that I would 
de as good a guardian to his child, as he 
11 2 (4 had 
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had been to me, I waited until I had ſounded 
the heart of Emma, before I ſpoke, more open: 
ly of my deſigns; for without her love nothing 
could be certain. A favourable turn in the 
diſorder put an end to our immediate appre- 
henſions, and when time had ſtrengthened our 
hopes, Mr. Egerton began to inſiſt on our go- 
ing into company again, dreading leſt con- 
finement and cloſe. attendance in a ſick room, 
ſhould affect the health of his beloved girl. 
At his requeſt I attended her to Ne, 
rer that her return diffuſed a pleaſure 
which her abſence had robbed the party of: 
every one was eager to congratulate her on 
her father's recovery, and on her, own releaſ- 
ment: Mr. Walpole (whom you know hy 
charactbr) wa more violent than anꝝ one elſe 
in ex preſſing his raptures. The muſc 
deing valled for, the choice of partners bo- 
came the next object ; and I ſaw the enviod 
that moment I had never felt the torment of 
jealouſy : I became uneaſy to myſelf, and 
diſagreeable to the company. Miſs Egerton 
Vas not ſtruck with the change in my beha- 
viour, till my lively partner (Miſs Biſhop) 
e rally me 3 my ſtupidi- 
40 * | D 3 | ; WM N 
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2. ! ſhe then aſked what ailed me: 1 hardly 
anſwered the queſtion ; and finding it vain to 
endeavour at aſſuming a chearfulneſs foreign 
to my heart, I bore with all they choſe to ſay 


on my unuſual dejection, without attempting 
to account for it. After we broke up, 


Emma was ſcarcely ſeated in the chaiſe when 
the again renewed her enquiries: I now, un- 
\ Juſtas I was! attributed the attention. ſhe 


paid to me only to Walpole's not being by, | 


ho, I fancied, had engaged all her notice 
"= the evening: I therefore ſhowed very 
little regard to the kindneſs ſhe then ſeemed 
to have for me, and did not ſpeak to her until 
we got to Sunbury.— The next day, and the 


nent to that, paſſed without our entering in- 


0 converſation; for indeed 1 avoided her, 
zunleſs when . Mr, Egerton was with us. 
On the Tueſday following the ſame ſet of 


company met at Mrs. Talbot's: Walpole was 
even more particular to Miſs Egerton than he 


had been when I had ſeen them together at 


Burton his vivacity amuſed, his partiality, 1 
thought, charmed her: he ſpoke of leaving this 


neigh bourhood in a few days after: I heard 
the dear girl tell bim, “ he would be a loſs—” 

| * * his eyes 1 with pleaſure at the 

20 ſpeech, 
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My irretehedaeſs) was now bene 1 | 
| ſpoke not; I knew not what was ſaid to me. 
In the midſt of my madneſs, 1 had however 
honour enough to trink it would be the 
height of injuſtice to reproach her: ſhe had 
not deceived, ſhe had not flighted me for | 
him; for ſhe knew not that I Joved here 
ther; he was a man to be preferred to moſt | 
others; and I applauded the taſte which 
qoemed me to mĩſefy .. She ſaw-enough 
to find out that I was unhappy: ſhe had aſked 
the cauſe, and I had vefuſed to ſpeak it: ſhe 
grew angry at laſt, thought I treated her with 
indifference, and ſhowed ſo much reſentment, 
that I imagined ſhe hated me. This added 
new ſtings to my deſpair, and I paſſed that 
neee I had never known before. 

When I appeared at breakfaſt, the kind 
Mr. Egerton was frightened at my looks, and 
he gentle ſoul of Emma ſeemed not n 
moved. I complained of the head- ach, men- 
tioned walking as a cure for it: ſhe een 
| TT offered to accompany me. This 
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is the time in which I meant to ar my 
| elf worthy of her eſteem at leaſt. 9 29 

She loves Walpole, cried I ww myfelt: be 
100 offer her a fortune worthy of her merit 
che will be happy=<E- will hot diſturb her 
Felicity by letting her know! ſhe has made 
me miſerable—I will bury in ſilenee this luck+ 
leſs paſſion, and apply for leave to go into 
the Ruſſian ſervice—my dying in the field 
will ſpare her the regret of having driven me 
to deſpair her ſenſible heart ſhall. not Julier 
In unneceſſury pang for me. ae ne 
Knowing that if I truſted myſelf with her, | 
| ho ſoftneſs would undo my beſt · ſormed pur- 
poſe, I begged ſhe would excuſe my walking 
with her, as I thought riding would be moſt 
ſerviceable to me. I did not ſtay out long, 
but came back, unperceived as I ſuppaſed; 
und xetired into the pavilion, intending to 
continue there until I had ſummoned refolu+ 
do enough to conceal my diſorder from the 
eyes of the family: I had Fuſtthrown myſelf 
vn a ſeat, When the muſical volte of mS an- 
gel rouſed me from the dream I Was in. 
Fer eloquence prevailed ;'' T revealed to her 
all 1 felt, and was rewarded tor hn conſis 
_ placed in her, - © 


Oi 
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Come, my amiable friend! and witneſs our 
happineſs : Emma is not quite ſatisfied with- 
out you; I am not jealous enough i in my na- 
ture to quarrel with you, though ſo- -highly 
diſtinguiſhed by her favour : come then, and 
be conyinced you will nen find a molt "oe 
cexe admiger i in 
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HERE are indi ſpenſable duties belong- 
ing to every connexion we form in life; 
| thoſe of a friend, my deareſt Emma, are as 
numerous, and as obligatory, as any. It 5 
in this light I venture to ſpeak to you with a 
freedom which nothing elſe would authoriſe, 

15 5 1 but 
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but dil this certainly will excuſe: yet, 
mould J exceed the limits which you pre- 
ſeribe me, let me entreat you to think the 
warmth only of my zeal for your welfare has 

drawn me into the fault; and your heart, I | 
am ſure, will pardon an error which ſprings 
from ſuch a motive. 

Taught from common report to contider 
your fortune as large, I enjoyed the idea. of 
your beſtowing on Sidney your hand, and by 
that means raiſing from mediocrity to afflu- 
ence a mortal who. would do credit to the 
higheſt rank, fince only this was wanting to- 
give luſtre to his extraordinary merits, —It 
Has'ever been a maxim with me, that, if there 
be enough to provide decently for a family, 
it watters not which party brings the means. 
When a perſon loves, there is no great com- 
pliment in making the fortune of the object: 
it is done with a view of gratifying the paſ- 
ſion; and therefore, if there is any obliga- 
tion in the caſe, it is the receiver who con- 
fers it: and knowing the generoſity of your 
temper, I was convinced. your | thoughts 
agreed with mine, Mr. Egerton i is ſo indul- 
gent a parent, and has ſuch a liberal way of 
We that I could not doubt his conſent 

to 
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fo your union with his beloved Auguſtus, 


although it would bring no increaſe of wealth 
with it. — Matters th us: ſettled-in my on 


mind, I encouraged an attachment which pro- 
miſed ſuch happy conſequences; but, unde- 


ceived by Sidney's letter, from which I learn 


that your expectations are reduced to a very 


ſmall inheritance, I find my notions exceed- 
1ngly changed in regard to you both: I trem. 
ble, my dear girl,” at the dreary. view which 


diſaſters attending ſuch imprudent matches. 
Do not haſtily enter into engagements which 


will laſt when every inducement to them 
has fled: wait ſome years, at leaſt until your 


lover's ſervices ſhall have raiſed him in his 
profeſſion.. . I am at a loſs: what to adviſe, 
but my fears inereaſo momently for you: 
they may however proceed from an exceſs of 


prudence, or from want of a e know- A 


2 n of things. | | L 


Let me hear ſoon f you 3 alin 
can diſpel theſe troubleſome miſts, of imagi- 
nation, I ſhall rejoice - to ſee the 58 n 
1 Jam, believe mea 


+ Moſt ſincerely yours. 
IE * S431 1 4 Fra. F. 'THOANTON. 
: D 6 _ MISS 
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Wo "HE. friendly: manner in whichang;Fan- 

ny ſpeaks to me, deſeryes the moſt .can+ | 

Aid dealing on my part., Vou are entitled to 
know every circumſtance relating to me; 
even the baſis of my future expectations Ha 

not de conceale w. 

8 al fancied, 'my. dear friend, line re- 

teived Sidney's letter, that my father could 

beſtom a large fortune on me, and your con- 
cluſions on the ſuppoſition were worthy of 
your noble character. I never thought of the 

proviſion that might be made for me by the 
beſt of parents, who, I have always found, 
confulted my real intereſt in every inſtance: 

I did not know, until you in formed me, that 
it would not be in his power to give me 

much. The knowledge of it cauſed no other 
regret, than that which aroſe from the 

5 of not . to my! lover's fortune. 
9 4 1 told 
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1 0d bim this: he carſed his own folly in 
not enjoining you to ſecrecy on this head, as 
joices at the circumſtance, and bids me not 
to repine at what ſecures his bliſs. Intereſted 
as I am in chat, judge whether Tam not al- 
ready conſoled for not being an heireſs! He 
has not more than three hundred vu to 
offer me; but, my deareſt Fanny, is n 
_ enough, when people love as we dor 
no wiſhes which that ſum bc h 5 
und Auguſtus ſwears" be does not deſires 2 
larger but for my ſale; if I am contented, 


he is entirely ſo. How maay happy beings 


live on leſs The joys of polletinginimenſe 
niches ure all imaginary: with mere confined 
poſſeſſions: it depends on ourſelves, not on 
door wealth, whether we ſhall be happy or not. 
F Contented minds are capable of ſupplys 
| " more precious treaſures: than | Peruvian 
mii can do. I am not: ambitious of 
- ioglipliigths adds the world 3 nor does ava 


what uſe then can I have for more 
e —_—_ ve mat with muck 
5 ary 
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fatisfy myſelf with anſwering you in tlie cm- 
: mon manner gi by obſervin g that few of d thoſe 


who are able, are willing to beſtow benefits: 
E would not ſuppoſe my heart o'bady as to 
ſuſpect it would feel leſs in any ſituation than 
it does now for the diſtreſſed. But let us ex- 
amine who thoſe are to whom we give that 
title, and we ſhall find that the demands dn 
our purſes are very triſting: the common ob- 
jects of charity are relieved at a very ſmall 
expence; the ſcrapr and leavings of the moſt 
ceconomiral table ſuffice to feed numbers of 
thoſe. To the unfortunate of an higher elaſs, 
a tear dropt in ſympathy is a more accepta- 
ble donation than an handful of gold; and 
it is for theſe I have always ſuffered moſt; 
But I have obviated the objections you might 
raiſe on both ſides, and theſe are the only . 
fubjects on which I could poſſibly have been 
; ay with a moderate income. 
Could wealth: procure certain happineſs; 


"Mrs. Weſt, whom you muſt remember to * 


have ſeen here, would have been living at 
this time. She gave up Mr. Leſley, to whom 
ſne had been ſolemnly engaged, for Mr. 
Weſt, who offered her a large ſettlement and 
: all the charms of alluence: —there was no 
. 
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great di Ference i in the characters or eren of 
the two men; and her friends applauded her 
Aiſcernment i in accepting of the higheſt bidder, 
— They married; the world pronounced hes 
happy, and every appearance confirmed this 
ſentence: yet this glittering beauty pined in 
the midſt of ſplendour, and died two months 
ago of a broken heart, after poſſeſſing for 
four years the riches to which ſhe had ſacri- 
ficed every other conſideration.— Mr. Leſley, 
on the contrary, with a more amiable wo 
man, partakes of the higheſt happineſs, 


though he has not as many hundreds a year 


as:Mr. Weſt has: thouſands. 3:5 anos 
It may not be fair, very likely, to draw a 
general concluſion from one example: my 
experience does not furniſh me with more, 
and my heart does not require another to con- 


vince it of the inutility of money.... 


Sidney) will ſpeak to my father Ke 


bis conſent will ſanctify my choice; he will 


approve: of the diſintereſted ſentiments, we 


both: profeſs—ſentiments- which his -own pre- | 
cepts have taught. —A doubt now and 1 
then ariſes, ſuggeſted by my Fanny's. feats, 
and damps my, joy; but I baniſh it inſtant- 


ly, and conſider it as an inſult on that kind 
3 father, ” 


(@ ) 
Father, who has never yet made me feel his 
power by contradiction, and who will not 
now ſhow himſelf more averſe to ee with 
N e pen 
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CAPTAIN SIDNEY TO MISS THORNTON. 
4; Y | 
Ire is all over, my dear Mils Thorntos, in 
Sidney bids adieu to every flattering hope ! 
Baniſhed be every thought that cheated me 
with ill-founded ſchemes of happinefs, the 
Fond illuſions of a diſtempered brain, deſtined 


nus I was to the wretchedneſs I inherited from 


my birth At was madneſs to believe Mr. 
Egerton would give me his daughter; and 1 
refuſal brings death with it. | 

= Ob, 
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may gueſs what the loſs of her muſt oec. 
 fon—you will feel for my ſufferings 31 and 
you alone ſhall hear the hiſtory of my woes. 


Raiſed from my dejection by her kindneſs, £ 


2 ſoul was carried beyond the reach 
of fears ;, and after hearing her fay ſhe loved 
me, 1; tefied the malice of fate.—lI told my 
dove to Mr. Egerton, and beſqught him to 
bleſs me with her hand, not ſuppoſing, he 
could deny a requeſt which my folly called 
reaſonable: he liſtened to me with a'mixture 
of pity and ſurpriſe; I ſaw his eountenance 
change che inſtant he underſtood the purport 
of my ſpeech; but my infatuated imagination 
could net be perſuaded. to ſuſpe&/it could be 
unfavourable to me—its wilteſt ſallies of fu 
ry ndwewill not let me condemn” him bor bie 
eraelty to me: he was not leſs affected than 
myſelf, hen, after a heart · felt ſtruggleß he 
ſpoke the following words. And 
«© would you, Sidney, ruin - yourſelf and 
Emma : Would you entail beggary on 
'< your poſtetity?” Theſe fatal ſounds gave 
ane the farſt idea n 
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J was going to ſpeak again, when he ſtopped 
me by ſaying, Hear me, Auguſtus, not ſb 
much as the father of Emma, as the com- 
mon friend of both... The ties of nature 
are not ſtronger in my breaſt than thoſe of 
4 friendſhip-; nos is your peace leſs dear to 
* me than kers. E eſteem your generous pro- 
00 poſal; it is ſuch as does honour to you; 
« but the higher you are raiſed in my opi- 
| « nion, the more unwilling I am to- involve 
0 you in misfortune. A large inheritance 
does not of itſelf conſtitute happineſs, but 
4 4 very ſmall one is abſolute miſery,” Could 

« you" bear to ſee a beloved wife and her 
33 infants enduring all the hardſhips 
«of poverty, and periſhing in wants which 
you could not relieve 7 Could your heart 
4 ſupport horrors cauſed by your on im- 
prudence? You are not aware, my dear 
* Sidney, of the torment of leaving a family 
40 unprovided for !*” His own ſituation for a 
moment checked his aceentsI attempted a- 
gain to ſpeak, and was not more capable. Tak- 
ing. me by the hand, hen he had a little re- 
covered bimſelf, he thus went on—“ I would 
o convince you that nothing but power is 
* to make me conſent to your de 

ane I mand; 


(G6 ) 
c mand: could 1 give my daughter fifty 
<6 thouſand pounds, no other man ſhould 
have her ; but I cannot ſeal her ruin, and 
<« yours too, by conſenting: to your union. — 
<« ] do not talk to your paſſions 3 it is your 
judgment I appeal to: and let that, in 2 
* calmer hour, decide the cauſe... n 
« three or four days to conſider of what. 
<« have. ſaid ; argue the caſe with your uſual 
< candour; then tell me, my friend, my,Auw 
<« guſtus, tell me then, whether I have injur - 
«ed you in this refuſal !—If you can help it, | 
<« do, nat ſee my girl during the time I would 
< haye you take for conſideration; your rea- 
2 will not have fair play in her preſence. 
“I will not add more: you are too 
< much moved at this time to attend any 35 
longer to me; but zemember, Sidney, it is 8 
« on your. hanour I depend. 0 i ran 
It ſhall not diſappoint you (exelaimed 1 to 
myſelf, for Mr. Egerton was gone): he who 
has dared to love thy Emma, dares not betray 
her into miſery:; ſatisfied to bear the whole Z 
weight of his on, prouided ſhe daes not feel - 
any part of it Ah . will ſhe not feel — 
it? (cried I the next minute: there's the ſting, 
She loves as well e, and ber-fonk will 5 
2 be ; . 


\ 


WW 


5 ( 8 ) 
de bs deeply wounded by 4 ſeparation / out 


ſufferings muſt be mutual. What is this ho» 


nour Which Mr; Egerton depends en? A 
mere chimera, raiſed but to diſappeint our 
views: there is more r honour in drying the 
tears of my love Emma ſnall be mine. As 
T finiſhed this, I was going to caft myſelf at 
her feet; ts propoſe her going off with me. 
That cheught, thank heaven! vaniſhed: as 
fon as I had formed it; the influence of vir- 
tue again enlightened my mind, and made me 
dock with terrot on the project: Shall I teach 
my lovely pupil à ne leſſon, added I, and 
deſtroy che very eharms -T adore? Can 1 hope 
chax her perſon Alone will content me, after 
Saving deprived her heart of its moſt valuable 
Sp qualities 7—18 it by diſobedience I would: ſe 
cure dier love ꝗ - And is it by robbing my be- 
nefactor of his only child, that I would repay 
the debts I ee his bounty? The conflich 
now became too great to be endured, and in 
| Vie tranſports of my frenzy nothing appeared 
- $66 horrible to be attempted: quite over- 
este, at length I Aung (myſelf on the floor, 
and continued for ſome time in ſilent agony ; 
chen ſtarting up, I rang the bell, and ordered 


wy horſes 26 be got ready, not clearly under 5 


:- —"_— 


K 
ſtanding what I meant to do; but after riding 
about for ſome hours, I determined on going 
made application for leave to go into the Ruſy 
ſian ſervice: it coſt me ſome trouble to pro 
cure it; but through the intereſt of Lord 
——it was at laſt obtained: and at the | 
end of the week I diſpatehed a letter to My, 
Egerton, acquainting bim that his decree had = 
been obeyed; that I ſubmitted to his dictates 
but that I, could; never bring myſelf to viſit 
His houſe again; and as a proof. of this, that 
a chaiſe then waited to convey me to Portſ- 
mouth, from whence I now write to my. dear 
Miſs Thornton ; waiting anly a change of . 
wind to embark, quite indifferent as to what 
may befall me in a ſtrange land, and firmly | 
reſolved. never more to return to this 
If I could give utterance to the pains. ; that 
diſtract my heart, you might, my friend, con- 
clude that they would find ſome mitigation. 
— Complaints are great helps to the unfortu- 
nate; but the ill-fated Sidney is not of the 
number of thoſe who can waſte their ſorrow 
in murmurs.—-Unhappy as he is, of whom 
can he complain? — Emma was too amiable 


not to be loved; her father too ſenſible of ber 
5 worth 


* 
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worth not to prize it highly, Is then any 
fault to be found O Miſs Thornton! pity 
the wretch who is thus ſituated . Comfort 
. your angelic friend; teach her to forget chat 
lover who would have ſacrificed his life fot 
her; who gives up his happineſs in hopes of 
ſecuring hers—who dotes, who deſpairs !— 
who'retains no ſenſe but of her lovelineſs, 
and of his own aaa Ggnal nw us 0k 
board—Adiew NS. > ag tung 
\Yours A $$Þ3> 

Ahn wanne | 
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OSITIV Ely I e go back to Burton: 
after an abſence of three weeks, this Em- 
ma ſtill dwells in my thoughts, and preſents 
* ſo conſtantly before | me, that I can fan- 
x „ 


En) 


cy, nothing elſe: ſhe has deſtroyed all thoſe 
pleaſures; which heretofore. delighted me—my | 


friends wonder hat has happened to mel my 
flirts forſake me.... But if ſhe will love me, 
George, hat need 1 care for any one elſe of 
the charming ſex ? She told me the night ber, 
fore I left Burton, $5; that I ſhould be a loſs to 

their Caterie: “ ſhe looked too as if ſhe felt 
it—who: knows, .my- friend, but ſhe may have 


thought of me ſince? ? ... If there is ſym- | 


pathy in our ſouls, ſhe has not thought of 
another creature. My company is ſtill with 
me, and mean to ſtay ſome time longer. 
You are by this. happily arrived at Water- 


lands, and living/ on Miſs Courtney's ſmiles; 


happy Sutton | . . I ſaid above, that I was for- 
ſaken by my flirts. The anecdote I am going 
to relate will prove the truth of it; but you 
will obſerve, that I have ſtill ſoirit evqpgls 
left to difregard ſuch attempts,—,, 
Some one propoſed the other evening, that 


we ſhould all go to B. where there is a ſub⸗ 


ſeription aſſembly once a fortnight, when the 
whole neighbourhogd meet, in order to be 77 
ciable; the old women, to ſquabble over 


cards; the young ones, about partners: 1 +, 5 - 


ven > they have all fretted and fumed for: four 
or 


* * 


ä 6a 
or five hours, they part, proteſting they have 
had a moſt agreeable meeting. Without ho- 
ping for any very high entertainment, it was 
agreed that we ſhould ge, and accordingly we 
made our appearance in the ball-room about 
eight o'clock: four beaux were no unwelcome 
_ gueſts, and the ladies eyes told us as much. We 
took our rounds, bowing to ſome, and ſtaring at | 
| others, "After examining the features of each 
female; we got up to the top of the room; 
where I ſoon eſpied Lady Caroline Warren: 
the has long looked upon me as her captive,” 
and as I had not yet given her room to ſup- 
poſe me changed, I immediately engaged her: 
Parker took her friend Miſs Villars, ... Our 
two lazy companions pretended they were too 
nice to take partners, after we had choſen the 
faireſt among them: they ſat by, equally deſ- 
piſed by the dowager and the fpinfſters,” 
You have ſeen Lady Caroline ſhe is not as 
pleaſing as Miſs Egerton, but few women are 
ſo beautiful as her ladyſhip. As to her under- 
ſtanding, F have always been ſo taken up in 
| Jooking at her face, that I have never been at 
-- leifure to take notice of that; but for heart, 
3 George, that was totally forgotten in her eom- 
| poſition; ; nee ſenſation, but what 
riſes 


(14) 
ariſes  froin vanity: admire her beauty, . 


ſhe becomes charmed, not with you, but with 
your converſation: make love to her like an 


hero in romance, ſhe will litten to all you ſay. | 


—but aſk'for-s return, and ſhe does not com> 
prehend du. The anxieties of love might 


be detrimental to her bloom, and ſhe would 


rather ſee the world periſh, than have that 


hurt. —I knew her perfectly well, therefore - 


ſertz with her partner, who, to ſpeał ſi 
was drawing compariſons not much to her 
advantage; and did not flatter her as uſual. 
Digby, who was idle; ſoon perceived the diſ- 
contented looks ſhe caſt on me, and took 
every opportunity of paying bis court to her. 
When the ſecond dance was finiſhed; ſhe pre- 
ended to be fatigued; ſaid ſhe had promiſedd 
her mother not to dance more than two, and 
contrived to place herſelf between him and 
me.—I was now become a mere eypher; not 
a ſyllable did the addreſs to me, and I heard 
her other neighbour run on at a rate that 
nn wan -4 fatisfied the vaineſt of her kind} 
ide i am not aeeuſtomed to be 
e Wann aughed I found my 


of 


CEre 2 
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elf piqued — Knowing ker artike to Mis 
| Vel. I. E Gore, 


S. 
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Gore, who has long rivalled her with'the men, 

and who has more cleverneſs, if ſne has not 
quite ſo finiſhed a form, when I ſaw her ap- 
proach the bench we were ſitting on, I in- 
ſtantly got up, inſiſting on her taking my 
ſeat: ſhe had refuſed dancing that night, ſo 
| @hat I encroached on no man's property. La- 
dy Caroline turned her head to ſee who I had 


ER. placed next to her: 1 ſtood leaning down 


near Miſs Gore, and appeared to be entirely 
engaged by her converſation, without paying 
the leaſt regard to her: the lady was offended; 
I 'enjoyed my revenge, and in leſs than ten 
minutes Digby was left to talk by himſelf, 
for Lady Caroline attended only to the new- 
formed party. dhe ſoon after ſignified her 
inclination to go down the next dance; but T 
begged ſhe would not run the riſque of fatigu- 
int herſelf too much, told her the weather 
was warm, and that Lady Surry would be 
diſpleaſed with me, was ſhe to exceed the pro- 
miſe ſhe had made her... It was her turn 
now to be piqued: ſhe got up to go into the 
card- room] aſked Miſs Gore to go with me, 
obſerving, that ſhe would find that a more 
pleaſant place to fit in than the ball-room : ſhe 
cConſented, and we Bot into a new ſcene of 


action; 


159) 


adtion ; r it was not a more agreeable 


one to the haughty beauty, for I ſtill conti - 


'nued to diſtinguiſh her rival... The two la - 
dies ſpoke now and then to each other: I was 
not obliged to take notice that it was with 
particular col#neſs ;- and I cbntinued to 
mortify the fair one, who began hoſtilities, 
without pretending to reſent her ill- uſage. 
We came home, and criticiſed on the being. _ 
viour of the. female world: Vernon-ſneered at 
it like a man who had no tender connex ions 


with it: poor Digby, humbled by his f! 


ſighed when he had done: the more fortunate 
Parker defended the ladies caufe with good - 


humour: I ſhould have been ſevere on tlie 


whole, had I not remembered the amiable 
Emma; who has merit enough to ſave the reſt 
of her ſex from my cenſure; and for her ſake, 
J joined Parker in calling them the Beſt Work 
of the Creation. Adieu. * N ant n 
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TD T me, ith 83 health, reſume 
my pen, and tell my Fanny, now, alas! 
the oniy friend I have, the ſufferings I have 
endured. Cruel Memory ! recall not thoſe 
happy hours when joy ſparkled in each line, 
and every ſentence conveyed ſome new plea- 
| ure!) But come, dark Oblivion of all paſt 
happineſs, and, aſſiſted by Deſpair, help me 
to paint the horrors. that now ſurround me 
O what a blow has my fond heart ſuſtained 
Sidney, dear - Ioved name Ino more hall thy 
Found gladden my drooping ſpirits {—no 
more ſhall Emma have the blefling of hear- 
ing thee ſpeak the words of wiſdom and in- 
KruQion'to her. 
Why play thus with the ſuſpence of my 
Fanny ? Rather let me endeavour. to calm 
my bewildered ſenſes, and recolle& the ſcat- 


tered n : 
| I could 


214 


( 1 
I could give- no account of my: Angultis, 


until a week ago, when I heard he had failed, 
for Ruſſia—that, was the only time he had 
been mentioned to me ſince the day after. 1 
had written my laſt——that dreadful day, 


which in my folly” I had called lucky, 
brought with it the end of every joy. 3 


My father (be witneſs, Heaven! I impeach 
not his tenderneſs) was ſought. by Sidney, 
who wanted to obtain his conſent to our 


marriage: knowing his deſign, I retired into 


my dreſſing- room as ſoon, as | breakfaſt; was 


over, and waited there ſome hours in anxiqus . 


expectation: every ſtir, during this time, 


cauſed 2 Autter 3 and my bet bounded; ae 


an unuſual rate when I heard his ſteps in the 


paſſage: my eyes were caſt down at his en- 
trance z I felt. my face glow but batch. 
came of me | when, on looking up, I. per- 
ceived my father tottering, and ſcarcely able 


to reach the chair next to me AI now ſore- 


waiting to; bear; wht; da ra going . . + 
you have: nlndy(pninganght wy vr 4 your = 


. 


looks have forbidden me to hope: ou would 
* e with your own ſmiling counte- 


— 


E 3 | Nance, | 


_ nance, ns T'to have been happy: ——Tezrs 
: now” ſupplied the place of words—he did not- 
try to ſtop them, but looking on me wie 

compaſſion, his own eyes moiſtened. 

My child,“ ſaid he, embracing me, “do- 

& not diſturb yourfelf thus with apprehenſion 

<« you have to deal with an indulgent pa- 

rent, not with an infulting tyrant who- 

«ſpeaks his will, and will be obeyed without“ 
ce giving a reaſon your diſtreſs rends my 
<« heart—T am not equal to the taſk which! 

64. you and'Sidney have impoſed upon me. 

«Be more compoſed, My Emma; let me 

beſeech you to conſider your father, whoſe 

en peace depends on yours, who lives for your 
happineſs,” and who, to promote that, 
<;would forget every thing elſe. ——Attend!' 

Ltd what I have to urge; I will repeat what 
T have ſaid to Auguſtus : he is ſatisfied with 
me; and will my daughter be more refrac- 

dory?—1 promiſed by ſigns (for ſpeech 

was denied me) to hear, to be compoſed.— 

He then told me all that had paſſed between 

him and Sidney; but my diſordered head does 

not retain one word of * converſation, which. N 

from its effects rendered me incapable of re- 


* Tony, 2 ſhort time aſter it was ended; 
. Mora Leas 


-. CIR 
was put to bed in a high fever,” which 
brought on a delirium that laſted for ſeveral 
days; during which my father never quitted  - 

me. Wilſon tells me, he would not ſuffer 
another attendant to be about me whilſt 1 
continued to tave. On the fifth day I begat 
to regal my ſenſes, and with them new ag- 
gravation to my misfortunes -A called inceſ⸗ 
ſantly on Death to come to my relief, but 
my wiſhes were again thwarted; I was not 
to be ſo ſoon indebted to him for his aſſiſt- 
ance ;. reſerved, doubtleſs; to be à monu- 
ment of the rigour of fate. A whole fort- 
| night, paſſed in à ſiek bed, reduced me to a 
| ſkeleton: Þ was net able to'-move/when the 
fever left me.... II was in this low 
ſtate, that my father choſe to ' acquaint me 
with Sidney's having left England. When 
we have once encountered the worf? of evils, 
we: become inſeyſible to ſmaller. ones: I had 
loſt all hope from my father's refuſal; the 
departure of my loyer could not naw kill! 
me: I heard it with ſuch compoſure, that it 
aſtoniſhed my informer: dreading the effect 
of concealed grief, he tried to make me more 
| N fs 1 b that om. Is. "et: * Wh 4 
Del i ag ονοννẽ-ỹ‚4ůh,tfεν, 2262? | 
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FR JO regret his departure, my dear t 
« —ndulge,your. ſorrow ; your father will 
** weep with you, Emma; be loves Auguſtus, 
„he mourns. his loſs. Do not be aſhamed to 
4 ſhew your tears, they will flow from a good 
cauſe; and I ſhould eſteem your heart leſs; 
* was it not ſenſible of the worth of ſuch a 
friend. The tears trickled down his 
cheek whil he ſpoke ʒ mine wanted but ſuch 
an example to make them flow: we conti- 
nued thus for more than an hour, and I found 
my heart lightened. by this diſcharge. My 
father, at laſt regaining his voice, continued 
the converſation. Rds) Senſibility, My. dear 
child, which makes the diſgrace of the weak 
and baſe, is the glory of the virtuous ; it 
“ gives merit to every action; it leads them 
eto the height of perfection: the inſenſible 
e cannot find out a path to which the heart 
e alone can guide one; the practice of virtue 
with them is the effect of conſtitution ; if 
«© they do right, it is becauſe they feel no 
ee temptation to do wrong. You, my ſweet 
e girl,/ are not of this ſet: in the midſt of 
e your ſufferings, your! father rejoices to find 
<< you are poſſeſſed of the treaſure of ſenſibi- 
2 ris e bim to hope, that ſne 
EE: | — K + : «© who 
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te who has felt the fore of love, will avt be 
« indifferent to the filial duties, and to the 


00 calls of friendſhip. el „Lament; my 
«© Emma, the lover you have loſt; I conſent 


ts to your bewailing him with all the violence 
« of diſappointed paſſion—but when you have 
&« paid ſuch tribute to his memory, I ſhall 
« expect to ſhare your tenderneſs claim it 
« as your parent, I beg it as your friend: in 


e thoſe characters I will even now: ſpeak to 


e you, not as to a weak woman who loves; 


e but as to a rational being capable of feeling 
« what I ſay. To mention my affection for 
« you would be unneceſſary, ſince every ac- 
6 tion of my life proves it-; the return you : 


_ 


e have made has been full recompence for all 


have done. If, in diſpoſing of your heart 


„ without conſulting me, you ſwerved, ſtrict- 
iy ſpeaking, from the obedience you owed 
«© me; I had no right to complain of youz 


e ſince I expoſed. you to the danger, by 
placing in your way an object to be loved. 


J was not conſcious: of my error until it 
«< became too late to remedy it; but, grieved 
« as I was at diſcovering your attachment, * 


<< never once attempted to reproach you of 


« Sidney with that as a crime, which, I con- 


E.. 3 1 oÞ en, 


3 
* 


Cm 3 

©« feſs, Teauld not * thinking reffècted 
% honous on you both. I only regretted} 
that fortune had been leſe partial to you 
«© than nature: but, as that could not be 
helped; it was my duty to interfere, and 
6 break off a connection which :threatened - 
c jnevĩtable deſtruction.—Happily, the ſame 

principles which had cauſed the miſchief? 
N proved its antidote: the virtue: of Auguſ- 
6 tus overcame: his love; it gave me back 
my daughter when deſpair had hurried her 
<< to the brink of the grave. The ſame ſen- 
« timent will now. aſſiſt her in conquering an 
«©jmprudent paſſion. I know her ſoul is able 
«to triumph over every obſtacle to its great- 
*«nefs ; and whilſt her lover is gathering lau- 
<« rels'in the field,” ſhe will not be lefs heroic 
<« by her victory over lob“. 
„ Shew me, my dear, that I am not mite 
* taken ; every effort you make will bear its 
proper value with me... I will not 
** hurry you into diſſipation, for I would 
e have your cure the perſected work of rea- 
“ ſon, not the half. finiſned one of pleaſure. 
There was a time when the company 

of APW 3 1 0 Wan mA time, 
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«I Am Fun will come gain, and Din 


unit its return with patience. ? 
Was this kindneſs} my deareſt — ; 
reſiſted ? My heart told me it was not; and - 
obeyed its dictates in ſaying Ves, my 
dear father, that time muſt come again: even 
at this hour; hen plunged into the depth of 
melancholy, I. feebeits Approaches - Vour 
daughter will atone for the indiſeretion that 
has given you pain ſhe will Hencefotth be 
directed by vou in every" movement of her 
heart; it ſhall. not beut but at your command. 
After exprefling all that Parental tem 
derneſs could utter, he quitted the room in 
order to allow me leiſure to recover: yy ex 
hauſted ſtrength. „ 
Ahl my Fanny, no ſooner had the agita- 
tion ſubſided, which this diſcourſe bo aufg | 
than the idea of my Auguſtus deſtroyed again 
all the pious purpoſes I had made, and my. 
ſoul owned no power but his. Even at this 
time it rebels againſt the authority that would 
baniſh him from my remembrance, and 
threatens to take its flight with him=— - - 
would it would do ſo! then ſhould 'your® 
Emma dio conſtant to RO Auen and an A 4 


„„ 


* g E 6: . 3 i Bye WE | 


( $4 ) 


My father ſpends days in reading to me, 
in playing at cards with me, in a hundred 
unavailing endeavours to amuſe me: he is not 
well himſelf; theſe ſhocking ſcenes have been 
too much for his ſhattered frame. Heaven 
preſerve this moſt precious of lives! A fear 
of its being in danger makes me more wretch- 
ed than all my former calamities. Join 
with me, my friend, in praying for its ſafety; 
It has taken me three days to write this 
letter, which is ſo blotted by falling drops, 
that you will ſcarcely be able to read it; but 
it goes, to.ſhow you e ra by 
11 i, ads 75 __ LO Oe] tee 2934 
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WERE you leſs ſenſible; af your father's 

| kindneſs, my deareſt Emma, I ſhould 
not add my opinion .to his, concluding your 
Heart could not be ſuſceptible of a juſt ſen- 
timent — but the impreſſion his words made on 
you, flatters me with hopes of being liſtened 
to; not becauſe I ean talk like him, but be- 
ing actuated by the ſame motives, I depend 
on the ſame treatment for the ſake of my in- 
tention. If I cannot quote my on expes 
rienee to give weight to what I ſay, I have 
at jeaſt ſeen things by the diſpaſſionate light 
of reaſon, and truſt to your partiality for giy 
ing ſolidity to my arguments, n as 
of themſelves deſicient. e nien ? | 
On finding HR HEART 16 much: aller 


than I, imagined it, I-ſpoke my apptehenſious 


in a perplexed and eonfuſed manner; I bad 
eee my ſurpriſe at the intelligence 


& 
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Sidney had given me I feared, but J could 
not tell what, or why —in that way, I could 


only caution you againſt Rurrying into matri- 
mony.— Vour anſwer to that letter was filled 
with ſophiſtry—you, brought facts to diſprove 
my aſſertions you loved, and ſpoke as a per- 
ſon who did ſa—I found the abſurdity of op- 
| poſing reaſon to paſſion: -I defiſted, and 
-waited the event with'ihpatience—Th&/ re- 
gard I had for ybu böth; made me anxious, 
in the higheſt degree, to learn your deſtiny, 
. heard of it with the utmoſt concern; 
and giving way tomy pity, I forgot every 
objection which diſcretion had raiſed to your 
union; and from my: ſsul I wiſhed- it to take 
place. Recovering a little from the firſt 
ſenſations, I began to reflect more deeply, and 
am now convinced that the preſent diſtreſs of 
my friends will conduce to heir future proꝶ⸗ 
ptrity ... I will leave Aaguſtus to reap. 
che fruits of his valoury/ and? donfine myſelf 
only to my Emma's ſhare of the profits that | 
may be derived from her misfortunes. 
NVoũ cannot but ſuppoſe me; my dear girl, 
tobe above every mean! wiſh · for ſuperfluous 
riches ; it is ond of the laſt thoughts! that 
would enter my mind: a thouſand cares and 
l | > vexations 


7 1 1 
vexations attend it, and ſwell theraccountwe * | 
mall have to render - hereafter of our paſt 
lives. 6 Great wealth. is ai great evil, that's 
beyond a doubt—but- what a diſtance is there : 
between this ſtate, and the ſmall income you 
would have ſhared ! Extremes are equally to 

be ſhunned poverty is not leſs dangerous to 
our peace than immenſe Fiches.—Granting 
that education creates moſt of our wants, that 
nature requires little for its ſupport, 'and-love - - 
ſtill leſs, as they tell us does not education 
become a ſecond- nature? and have you beem 
brought up to live on à little 7 And where 


_ we ſee an inſtance of this love; whicle: 


n- ſtand the rude ſhocks of indigene, after 
e, lived in affluence It may exiſt in a 
cottage, but it muſt have been bred-there x, 
for it will netz; I promiſe you, condeſcend to 
go from thei ately dome to the ſtraw- built 
ſhed—it muſt breathe its native air; and even 
that will not, without uncommon care, keep - 
it long alive... This is a part of the 
miſeries, and perhaps the ſmalleſt part too, 
that would have been your portion. The in- 
difference of an huſband, ſhocking as the 
idea is, would be leſs ſo than to ſee him in 
agonies when he found it impoflible to ſup- 

555 port 


(86) 
port his family ; to meet him always repi- 
ning, uneaſy, wiſhing a period to his own ex- 
dreadful misfortune, than that of cauſing the | 
miſery of thoſe we love ?—Such, my = 
muſt have been yours. an 
Conſider well what is ſaid to you by awe of 
the moſt diſintereſted people ho could have 
| ſpoken- to you; your father, and your Fanny: 5 
ſtrive againſt this unhappy attachment; if you 
are willing to vanquiſh, you muſt be ſucceſs- 
come by reſolution it requires all yours to 
deſtroy this favourite paſſion; but your fame 
will be proportioned to your eonqueſt that 
it may ſpeedily arrive at its e heights | 
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H Who ads e e be deceive 

RE TY TYPE This obſervation. is almoſt as 
old as the world, and will hold good unto the 
end of it. i 1 2341 1 1* 7 431 12636 1 ene 
Von wore miſtaken; Walpole, in imagʒ · 
ning I lived in Miſs Courtney s ſmiles; that 
was an bappineſs not decreed for me: Si 
Lionel Cowper bas bafked' too long in the 
bright ſunſhine of ber favor, to leave _ 
Wms beam for me. 3 3 11 $2 i £44148 . 
The firſt line of my letter tells yon I have 
been deceived; he allowing eilen 
how: 

Lf Berexford's, ao — 1 intended | 
2 I travelled at the rate of ten miles 
an hour, yet cutſed, the poſtillions during every 
Rags for not difiving faſter. Night overtook 
me near Groton nog . to put up 


hos; | | there. | 


6 

there. 1 had not been long in the i inn wher 
Murray came in. Seeing him alight from his- 

carriage, as I ſtood at the window, I went 

out to him: we were both glad of meeting, and 

agreed to ſpend the evening together, -- I found 

he was juſt come from Percy's, having been: 

with the reſt of his friends to pay him a viſit 

om his nuptials.— The common enquiry of 

What news came of courſe he had none 

he ſaid; unleſs it was a ridiculous incident that 

had occaſioned a good deal. of buſtle at Waters 

lands. I aſked to hear it, little dreaming what 

it would diſcloſe—t* Was Harriet Courtney: 

«-with-Mrs. Percy: when: you were there?” 

demanded he.—O: yes, replied I, as if I had 

deen-crier of a court of juſtice, “ Well, if 
e you know her, continued he, you know 
© the arranteſt coquette this dayiin England; 

« and you will:enjoy her mortification,”—T] 
had ſome doubts. of this laſt; but thoſe I kept 
to myſelf, ſo that I gave no interruption to his 
harangue, only by cautioning him not to make 
too ſree with her, for ſne was my particular 
friend. Then I have done,” ſaid he bow- 
ing, and beg your pardon for what has al- 
t ready eſcaped me. It had been ſufficient 
to rauſe my curioſity: he tried to turn the 
632614 con- 
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converſition, but I alway eame back to the 
ſame point: he in politeneſs ſtill deelined it) 
but finding at length that he had gone too far 
to come off —< III tell you what, Sutton, 
cried he, all I ſay I will juſtify: you are well - 
& acquainted- with my character, and may be 
Sable to gueſs that I would not advance a 
«falſehood from malice. To attack the re- 
* putation-of a woman, merely to indulge ill. 
s humour, has always been, in my opinion, 
<« the worſt fpecies of cowardice: as defence - 
4 {eſs beings, they claim the protection of 
every man; and I would"as' ſoon ſtab an 
« unarmed enemy, as Hurt the good name of 
e any female. What I was going to relate was 
4 the diſappointment of a lady, whoſe ſanguine 
hopes had rendered her liable to deception: 
* took you to be an indifferent perſon inthe - 
cc affair, who would have laughed-with-the teſt - 
of the world at the ſtory, Tour warmth, on 
e the mention of Miſs Courtney's name, has 
ſhown me that you will not bear to heat 
cher made a fubject of ridieule: I ſhould; be 
_ <.loath to qparrel with you for a jeſt; there - 
fore let the matter end here: you may heat 
«of it from others, when it ee 
. e propriety: than it can from me. 
* „ 


(2) 


I 1 felt no very pleaſing emotions whilſt he 
continued. ſpeaking; to know there was @ 
Auory, yet not be able to learn what it was, 
was enough to make one fuſpect the worſt. 
This was reducing me to the moſt deplorable 
ſituation ; and I could not endure the thought 
neceſlary to form the reſolution of inſiſting 
on Murray's telling me the whole, and pro- 
miſing to hear him without reſentment, as I 
knew him to be a man of ſtrict honour, and 
one who would not deviate from truth: he 
mill encuſed himſelf, until, tired out by my 
importunities, he . me * de . 
narrative 
Some little while 2805 during my vile 
to the Percys, Sir Lionel Cowper, who has 
s not been long in England, from whence 1 
* ſuppoſe he might have originally departed 
with about ten ideas, not ſive of which 
t no remain, though the whole of his poſ- 
C ſeffions of that kind, came to pay his com- 
50 pliments to that family; and Miſs Court- 
| there, was the only one who, according to 
e che cuſtom; of this country, could take as 
tant of him as A: | 


to) 


« You remember, Sutton, you are Abe be 
<< offended at what I ſay: but Harriet; wo 
(e 75 at all, did not miſs fo favourable an op- 
i portunity of gaining an admirer; the whole 
* artillery of her charms was played off upon 
<« him, and in leſs than two days there was 
<< ſo good an underſtanding between them, 
„ ſuch familiar nods, ſuch -exprefiive. looks; 
< and, ſuch frequent whiſperings, that ane 
< might ha they had been acquaints 
<< for years: ied the baronet was fairly 
„ contradict it; for ſhe thought ſo herſelf; 
„ and had, I dare ſay, already taken upon 
her, in her own imagination, the diſpoſal 
te of his fortune, and ſaw the 'bloody hand on 
4 her carriages and plate, and new) pleaſures 
breaking in upon her every day. Po 
muttered I peeviſhly, What's all this to the 
purpofe It is hardly poſſible to gueſs: at 
thoughts, ( Not ſo very difficult,” returned 
he, „when the head that forms them is not 
«<a very profound one but you forget 
« your promiſe ſuch another poab / will 
re ſtrike me dumb. Vou ſhall hear no more 
of them, anſwered I; but go on. Then, 
nn. Ins xing, the meſt violent intimaeß 
12 1 laben 


(94 ) 
cc ſubſiſted between them; but ho bliſs is per- 
c manent in this life Sir Lionel began to 


< hint his deſign of leaving us: he was preſ- 


. ſed to ſtay a few days more; but urgent buſi- 
oc neſs," the common- place term with all ine 
ce gentlemen, made it impoſſible for him to be 
«ſo happy. The night beſore he was to de- 
<6-part, L over heard him tell Miſs Courtney he 
& ſhould be exceedingly indebted to her, if ſhe 
*. would favor him with half an hour's con- 
4s verſation before he went off: he had ſomes 

ce thing of con ſequence to ſay to her.— It was 
. agreed, that ſhe: ſhould, meet him at ſeven 
clock the next morning, as he was to go 
„ before the reſt of the family was ſtirring.— 
4 Harriet now made ſure of receiving this 


long - expected tender: punctual to her aſſig- 


0 nation, ſhe got up -and found her 8 ſwain 
«© waiting her coming, which was no ſooner 
& accompliſhed, than he in the plaineſt terms 
<< propoſed to make her miſtreſs of himſelf and 
< his fortune, provided ſhe would diſpenſe 
« with the antiguated ceremony of marriage 
„and perpetual enſlavement.— This was 2 
«« ſtroke which ſhe was not prepared for; and 


< after rejecting with indignation (according 


to her . e bis inſolence, ſhe 
„1 a « up- 


19) 


cc, uphraided him with having! deceived er 


4 with falſe appearances: but from this charge 


C6 he exculpated himſelf, by vowinge he loved | 
“ her very ſincerely, and renewed his offers 


* hel P it, if they had miſunderſtood each a 
ce other: his were what he called honourable 


<< propoſals, and if ſhe had affixed any other 
„meaning to the expreſſion, he was not to 
blame; matrimeny was the laſt folly; he 
* ſhould be guilty of. And making her 'a 
* low bow, he Jecamped. , .' d 10 590708 -77 


When we afſembled about nine o clock, 5 
4e no Harr et appeared. Mrs: Percy rang the | 
bell, and ordered a ſervant to inform her 
4e that breakfaſt was ready: he came back ſon _ 
se after, and reported that Miſs Courtney was 
4 very ill.—I own I took this to be önly the 
e common. effe of parting with a lover; but 
«« Mrs. Percy having left the room on the 
e intelligence of the footman, ſhortly-after 


ec ſent 'for her huſband, who, when he had 
„been ſome time abſent, returned to me, ex- 
< ecrating the fooliſh girl, and the imperti- 
<6 nent- blockhead who had made this fracas. 
che being a relation of his wife's, made him 


at n on calling Cowper to an ac= 


„ count 
i. 
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cc count for his behaviour: but I repreſent· 
c ed to him, as forcibly: as I could, the ab- 
<< ſurdity of riſking his life in defence of a 
| «©/coquet who had drawn on herſelf this in- 
ve ſult, and whoſe levity of conduct muſt 
4 eternally produce ſuch conſequences; that, 
4 jnexcuſable as Sir Lionel was, there was 
at leaſt as much to be urged in his defence, 
& as in bers; that the more private this 
- 0 tranſaQion was kept, the leſs her reputa- 
c tion would be injured ; that, in ſhort, the 
<< practice of duelling had ever ſeemed to me 
se to be obliterating one folly by the commiſ- 
4. ſion of a greater . Reflection 
v6: ſtrengthened my remarks ; and it was re- 
4c ſolved that Harriet ſhould be ſent home to 
. her father, left ſhe ſhould again fall into 
it ſuch errors, as their houſe was generally full 
of company, and ſhe would have more fre- 
quent occaſions of flirting there than at 
. home. The next day ſhe left Waterlands, 5 
and no more notice was taken of the affair: 
e but our ſecrecy was of no kind of uſe; the 
<< ſtory was known all over the country in a 
„week, and has ſerved for amuſement to 
tc every creature, as Harriet has not been 
equal in the 3 of her a 5 
22805 15 | «a 5 
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6. and has conſequently as many enemies * 
c ſhe has ill- treated acquaintance.— 

I have now, Sutton, finiſhed this hiſtory, 
„e which you were ſo deſirous of hearing; 


<« nor have I © anght extenuated, or ſet dowu 
« anght in malice. The girl is handſome 


“enough to be admired by any one: that, I 
« prefume, has been the reaſon of your wiſh- 
« ing to know fo much about her; for I can- 
not perſuade myſelf that, with your ſenti- 
« ments, Joo « can be ba en to 
« her,” | 

This home thruſt diſtreſſed me as . as. 
any part of his relation. I then diſcovered 


how much I had leffened myſelf, even in 


my own eyes, by this new and unworthy 
attachment, and for a conſtderable time 


could not bring myſelf tos acknowledge to 


Murray that I had loved ſuch an object; 1 


| evaded his inquiſitive look, but his penetraa 


tion was not to be ſo foiled; he found out 


how much intereſted I was about her, and 
compaſſionating the confuſion he ſaw me in, 


he added But it is not wonderful that you 
<« ſhould have been impoſed upon byher; ſhe 
te ig perfect · in her art, and underſtands hom 
© to adapt her manners to her company. 


Vox. I. „ « You 5 
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 «. You. muſt-forgive-me, my friend, if I yet 
dc endeavour to open your eyes, and ſhow her 
< to you in her real ſhape: it is a delicate 
9 « point I have undertaken ; but, to ſave you 
4 from perdition, nothing ſhould deter me. 
Did you ever ſee her before you went to 
«c Waterlands ? — Never; and have not 
paſſed more than five weeks with her, an- 


ſwered I; but during that time I ſaw no- 


ching in her behaviour but what was per- 
ſectly conſonant; to the moſt rigid rules of 
decorum,—< You ſaw! you ſhould rather 
& have ſaid you could not ſee; for pattiality 
| <<. had blinded you, (retorted he;) you were 
(C acquainted with her for five weeks, and 
< loved her very likely from the firſt hour of 
4c that period. IL have known her theſe four 
66, years, and never having loved her, I think 
“ myſelf-much better qualified to draw. her 
« picture. Believe when I tell you ſhe is a 
ce compoſition of | vanity, affeQation, and.de- 
t ceit; that under the appearance of giddi- 


LES £6 neſs ſhe hides. the, moſt refined ſtratagems ; 


s that ſhe. would ſacrifice the man who loves 
her, at any time, in order to attach one 
who is indifferent to her. To my certain 
* ſhe has ſerved more than ono 


91 5 * * | 80 ſo. 8 


_ 
ce ſo. Conqueſk is ber ambition, aud M,; 

<< ny her delight. When I firſt knew her, 1 
«© was a younger brother, and not at all;the 
<« thing with her ; ſhe looked; much higher, 

] was therefore, as an unconcerned: 
< tor, at liberty to obſerye all het windings 
c and turnings 3 and in the courſe of my 2G 
% quaintance I never met with a wore; intri= 
« cate character; for ſhe kas not ſenſę enough - 
© to be fixed in her taſte, or prineiple enough 
<< to be conſtant to her promiſes. ce | 
„ have married the young fool wha hay juſt 
„left her, becauſe his rank in life would 
«© have ſuited her notions: but the man him. 
« ſelf was as inſighificant to her as anyiother, 
„ Theſe are ungratefal truths, my dean 8ut - 
ton, to you; but it is better you ſhould be 
e appriſed of them from me, than from-yane = 
own experience.“ -I agreed with; Mar- 
ray in this, and thanking him for- his ſince- 
rity and friendſhip, I awaked as it were out 
of a dream, which had miſled: me ſortheclaſt 
two months of my life; and: having deter- 


mined on meking trial of the extent of her 
art, 1 told him I would go on to eres, 
and, when there, would les vhothob Mig 

| F 2 as 
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would take notice of my keeping 


Aer her ; and, if the did, 
now the would act in confequence of it: if 


418 


a 8 


we did not keep to her engagement, by 

| coming or ſending to me, I ſhould retire 
Without ſhowing the leaſt ſymptoms of my 

diſappointment or reſentm ent.. The 

nent morning we took our different routes. | 
When 1 got to Waterlands, I found the 
HoufeRtill crouded with viſitors : no mention 
vas made of Harriet; but the day after 1 
po there, I received a letter from her, re- 
Bretking tbe impoſſibility of her coming over, 
28" Her father had company, which ſhe was 

i to entertain; but giving me an invita- 

tion to their ben This I anſwered, by apo- - 
; ogizing for not being able to attend her 
- here; and this produced another epiſtle from 
W 'which, after reproaching me with the 
" colilneſs'of mine, ſhe prooeeds (on a ſuppoſi · 
Lion of my having heard /ome abſurd reports 
"Evincerning her) to aſſure me, that what had 
been called a Airtation between Sir Lio- 
nel Cowper and her, had been nothing more 
than what, in her gaizt# de caur, ſhe ſhould 

| have done in my preſence, and that he had 


( 101) } 
only returned her innocent notice with khe 
common attentions of a man of gallantry 
that the country was always famous for ſcans 
dalous ſtories; but that, as ſhe perceived oh 
much circumſpection was neceſſary to eſcape 
cenſure, ſhe was now convinced of her for- 
mer imprudence ; and, as ſhe ſaw her errors, 
ſhe ſhould avoid. chem henceforwards. 4 
few lines conveyed my reponſe:; they were 
theſe, —** Colonel Sutton preſents. his come 
« pliments to Miſs Courtney: he too ſees bis- 
errors; and as they are both fo dar: ſightai. | 

e they may poſſibly diſcover too many faults- a 
ein each other, ſhould they meet again: 
« therefore he ſhall cautiouſly avoid appear 
« ing in her ſight any more.” 15 

I waited ſome days after this, without 3 : 
ing any thing more of her, and: then ſet p if | 
for London. The dear Priſcy Neville n 
engaging all my ideas, I ſoon forgot my lie, _ 
tle jilt, and, I aſſure ou, never, onge; me edi 
tated a deſperate action on finding ks had; Joſt 
her... I have been ſome, time barn, 
without having: yet had courage, enoughato 
preſent myſelf at Miſs Neville's doors. nor 
dare I even ſend to her, for fear of "_ 

2 een to my viſits. 4104477 t b 
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But 1 have already fwelled this to the fize 
of a volume, and will not * more to it than 


eee e 
sees . . | Gronor do rrox. 
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| oOo my ſoul, George, you have 
"5 ſhown yourſelf to be a eomplete maſter 
of out paſſions. 80 'yow ntual ly refuſed to 
fee Mis Courtney, after going more than 
eighty miles with no other intent; and you 
aſſure me you are returned without the leaſt 
deſign of committing a raſh deed in your de- 
ſpair This is more than Roman virtue, and 
worthy of a' Britiſh Colonel, I love the man 
who can practice. ſuch heroiſm, and not, by- 
M 8 cringing : 


C 193 ) i - 
etinging and fawning, gratify the willies of 
a coquette. You know my averſion” to that 
order of beings; I can hardly ſuppoſe theitt 

entitled to the common rights of humanity, 
deſtructive as they are to the peace of man- 
xind.—I have always looked upon the ſtory 
of the Sphinx to have been the allegorical 
deſcription! of ſome Theban coquette, who 
by her charms firſt enſnared, and then be- 
trayed to ruin, all who came near her. 
The poetical monſter repreſents the qualities 
of the human one in the figurative ſtyle 6f 
the ancients: thus the face of a virgin de- 
notes the beauty of her; the wings of a bird, 
her volatile diſpoſition ; the body of a dog, 
her want of delicacy ; the claws of a lion, 
der power of doing miſchief; and laſtly, her 
conduct is a riddle, more difficult to-expobiid; - . 
khan any that has been yet invented. ow | 


have been ſo long under the dominion of that uh 

arch-flirt, Harriet Courtney, and have knowty' » | 
each point to be juſt, excepting ber power oft - = 
doing miſchief, which you . oY wee” 


e... „ | 


Your example ſhould be 2 wining: to ky ; 


will certainly allow. of this explanation; N 85 1 


had I not choſen 2 miſtreſs ſo oppolitet0,.. : 
4 * Kr 
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yours in every- thing but lovelineſs : mild, 
artleſs, and ſenſible ; ſuch as would make any 


man bleſſed, who ſhall have the happineſs of 


5 being beloved by her. Whether this will be 
my fate or not, Heaven knows; but of this 
I am ſure, that nothing ſhall be untried on 
N my part, which can render me deſerving of 
her favour. We break up to-morrow ; my 
gueſts diſperſing themſelves various ways, 
and I bending my way towards Burton. 
I am not quite in the ſecret about Miſs Ne- 
n, but I feel as if you had ated wrong 
there: I remember you uſed to talk to me 
continually of her at one time; nay, you 
Vere conſtantly at her elbow when ſhe ap- 


peared in public, and the charming Pr iſex 


was your firſt toaſt.—I was to have been in- 

troduced to her, but ſome accident or other 
always prevented it. This is a woman 
that, with your ſentiments,” as Murray 
 fays, I ſhould have ſet * for you to be 
& ſeriouſly attached to. Not ſuppoſing you 
fo great a e 3 diſappointments, 1 


dtreaded your forming a connexion of the ſort 
but after what has juſt happened, I ſhall ne- 


ver have any more fears about you: ſo, if 
you can obtain forgiveneſs for having loved a 


"(: wg 
 Teſs-deferving woman, (whieh,-may-I;be. 4-71. 
it I would grant you were 1-Miſs: Neville) yow 2 ö 
you have my conſent to enter; into nem en- 


gagements as ſoon as you pleaſe: we all Io 4 
to be kept in countenance upon theſe occali-- 
ones, pd: prone Bae eee will be great 
bonſolatian to Nek oo ee Tee 
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DisraszEs of the-body are more ealily- 1 


© cured, my dear Fanny, than thoſe of the: |} 
mind. Returning ftrength»declares my fever 
gone: that has yielded to the fkilbof the phy=- _ 
kcians, whilſt*the healing balſam of reaſor- 
has been-in vain * to · the malady which 4. 


( 166 ) 


0 preys upon the other. Nature has given me 


à ſtrong conſtitution, with a weak heart: the 
one has baffled all the attacks of ſicknefs ; but 

its feeble companion is ſinking under the 
weight of its woes, and ſighs hourly for its 
deliverance from the cares of this gloomy 
tate, —Youth is not always a deſirable thing, 
fince it does not preſerve as from miſery, and 
may keep us long in it, We its unwillingneſs 
to part with life. 


Do not, my friend, call me inſenſible for 


not having yet made ſuch good uſe of your 
counſels as might have been expected; time 
alone can render me calm enough to taſte the 
ſweets of prudential maxims ; have patience 
Vet a little longer with me; I kfow that I 
tall at laſt be what you would have me; 
but there are many ſtruggles to be ſuſtained 
before the happy æra of Py can arrive 
to one who has felt like me ll. 

We had a viſit to-day from Lady Catha- 
vine and Mifs Biſhop: it is the firſt time 1 
have ſeen them for theſe ſix weeks; and I obſer- 
ved evident marks of ſurpriſe in their faces 
_ - when they entered, from the alteration in my 
perſon.— Fhough Lady Catharine kindly en- 


4 Th cavoured: to inſpire. me with all imaginable 


- &'s v4 Lit | hopes | 
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Bes of recovery, how unlikely theſs, to con- 7 
ibugy to my _ But of that no _— 


Kity tells me Mr. Walpole i is to be wah | 


them again in a few days. After we had ſpo-' 
ken of him very highly for ſome minutes, ſhe 


expreſſed hopes of his having got over ſome of 

his refinements, after having ſo long converſed*. | 
with gay men, who are but ſeldom troubled ' 
with ſuch niceneſe.—* For example, (conti- 
« nued this vivacious talker) can it be believed, 
that any rake in the world would object to 
<« a woman for having loved another man be- 

« fore ſhe- knew himſelf ? This would be e 

te peCting the purity of Veſtals, which would 
but ill agree with their groſs ificlinations. * 


From ſuch affociates then J flatter myſelf” _ 


« that Walpole will imbibe better notions than 
ce thoſe he had: this will be of a piece with” 
© the reſt of his ſingularities; fot not à crea- 
<« ture but himſelf could improve by bad 
* company, Have you ever heard him 
_ © ſpeak of what he calls female delicacy? He 
«has thoughts on that ſubje& more fine · ſpun 
« than any thread in Arachne's web. — 
1 told her I had heard him ane wien 
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great vehemence on the ny of ſome of 
the ſex in that point. _ 
« Deficiency !” returned ſhe, my dear Em- 
ma, © ſhe muſt be ſomething more than wo- 
man, who is not deficient in his opinion, 
He carries the joke ſo. far, that if a girl, in 
ie the ſimplicity of her heart, is ſtruck with an 
« handſome figure, and exclaims, O what a 
e charming man | the is immediately degra- 
4 ded ſrom her natural claim to delicacy, with 
« him.—If a woman poſſeſſed of every grace 
«and virtue were to inſpire him with love, 
a and he ſhould diſcover that ſhe had ever 
„ been attached to another, he declares he 
« would-rather fall a. victim to his rendreſſe, 
c than deign to accept a heart which had pal- 
« pitated for another; pretending to advance : 
« that our affections, like our. cloaths, wear 
cout by uſe. Theſe are but few of his curious 
<« tenets in regard to us; but they are ſo- 


& characteriſtic of the man, that I need men- 


tion no more. have done all I could to 
e teach him better things, but without any 
effect: he has a great deal of his father's. 
« oddities in him. At the concluſion of this 


the coach coming to the door, our agreeable 


miends took their leave, after promiſing to 
give 


(1090 


give frequent at calls e now they 
could be admitted. 

My fathers health does not ed Hg 
terrors when I reflect on this circumſtance, 
which would drive me into madneſs, were 
I not to check the firſt approaches of them 
Should he!—but this would be the final 

blow we ſhould both fall together, and 
flying to the peaceful Aſylum of the Unfortu- 
nate, forget all n ſorrows O for ſuch 
aſleep! It is a conſummation en to 
«© be wiſhed.” ... | 

But you ill chide me, ee 1 5 Jt: 
none of: that philoſophic ſpirit which you 
ſuppoſed me once poſſeſſed of; but, with all 
my ſex's ſoftneſs, have a double portion of its 
| frailty: : will you not then give me up, as be⸗ | 


ing compoſed of materials too flight ;to raiſe | | 


me to the height you ſpoke of?! Do not I be- 

e es low as I am, think me lefs ſincerely 
Fatih . 

En. Ecznzon, 


Se 12 


(mo Y 


- FROM THE SAME" TO THE SAME,  - 


LETTER ike. , 


\SUNBURY, 


HERE will my | afMitions end. 
and when ſhall the wretched Emma 


again find cafe? My + prophetic fears have 
proved too true; my dear father will ſoon be 


torn from me — every day increaſes his dan- 


ger Why does not fate accept my prof« 
fered life for his ?—But this cruel complaint, 


uit its hold: he is pronounced, by the beſt 
of judges, to be in a decay. O my Fanny! 
until this hour, I have never known ſorrow ; 
all elſe appears trifling to this laſt and greateſt 
ſtroke — But let me hope this load of com- 
plicated miſchief will at laſt cruſh this little 


frame, which has ſo long ſtruggled with ad- 


verſity, and that the hand of Death will. have 
"cloſed my eyes before he has deprived me of 
the beſt of parents. He ſtill continues to walk 


about, but with ſuch difficulty to ſupport 


himſelf, 


Which has ſo long hung upon him, will not 


{441 
himſelf, chat 1 am terrified whenever he 
moves. —Hs calls for me—I fly, my father, 


to obey thy welcome ſummons, - *# - # 


WG „ = 
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New horrors, my dear Fanny, throng 
about me! I have not yet regained niy ſenſes 
ſuſfidiently to relate the converſation we have 
had... . . O my Auguſtus! Tas it not 
enough to loſe thee, without being obliged to 
accept of another lover Never will my 


heart yield to this infidelity yet have I not * 


ſaid I would? Have T been able to withſtand” 
the intreaties. + (++: „ Have 1 then no 


© tears for thee, my father? Can I forget 


te thy cares from helpleſs years, thy tender- 


« neſs for me?_ an eye ſtill beamed with 


© love! a brow that never knew a frown! 
nor a harſh word thy tongue! Shall I for 


* theſe repay thy ftooping, venerable age.” 
« with ſhame, en rpg "_y diſho- 


«K nour?' 8 


It muſt not be !——Thon felt of an- 
gels] come, ſweet Filial Piety ! and firm 
<< my breaſt! Ves, let one daughter to her 
e fate ſubmit; be nobly wretched—but her 
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Mr. Walpole, how little did I imagine his 
name would ever coſt me a ſigh! He is come 
1 10 Burton, and come to be- I cannot ſup- 
port the idea. You ſhall hear by what arts 
I have been drawn in to give my conſent; it 
was refining upon cruelty. to uſe ſuch means. 
_ —My father held a letter in his hand, when 
I went to him: it was from Mr, Biſhop, who 
informed him, in the moſt friendly ſtyle, of 
Mr. Walpole's intention of coming to Sun- 
| bury to-morrow. morning—— Gueſs his er- 
rand! I ſaw pleaſure in my father's face, and 
without knowing the cauſe, my own bore tef- 
timony of the ſame ;, I joyed in his. —Ah,-to 
what purpoſe is my heart thus ſuſceptible, 
but to be the ſport of every paſſion! 
My Emma,” cried my father, I have 
<.news to tell you, which I truſt will not be 
0 ungrateful to you: the chearfulneſs I have 
© abſerved in you lately, bids me to think you 
are arrived at the peaceful ſerenity I ex- 
t pected you to enjoy: my ſoul revives at it, 
and your happineſs will add, ſome days to 
&«.my. life. This letter WN me of Mr. 
<6 | Walpole' s partiality to you. ] ſtarted: 
back, as he reached out the paper to me, 
and. begged. not to bear its Fontents ; that I. 
2 - 


- 6 113) 
had, 4 in n to his orders, banithes one 


lover from my heart, but that no other ſhould 


ever occupy the place he had been forced 
from. Can you fancy, Emma, (ſaid he, 
« in a more ſtern accent than I had eyer 
« known him uſe before) that the fulfilling one 
6 part of your duty will ſuffice ? will Hea- 

ven be ſatisfied with half an offering - 
Oh! do not, Sir, drive me down the preci- 
pice of Deſpair, on the very edge of which I 
no ſtand ſhuddering !—Heaven' requires no 


more than our imperfect natures can per- 


form: be not you leſs indulgent to your 
child. I muſt, be unjuſt to Mr. Walpole 
were I to receive his vows; I muſt be un- 
faithful to another in returning them. Com- 
mand me to die, I ſhall obey with pleaſure; 
but I cannot conſent to live in torment. 85 
Will you, my deareſt papa, will you ſee your | 


Emma devoted to deſtruction; and ſhall 4hy 


hand give me up to wretchedneſs ?—ln ſaying 
this I ſeized that hand, and bedewed it with. 
my tears. My father was agitated ;. but he 
would not ſpeak until he thought I had ex- 
bauſted myſelf too much to perſiſt in my re- 
fuſal; then riſing, he walked a few paces, 
and OW to * It is well, my dear— 


I] | N Im 


— \ 
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* 12 am besten; my death will ſoon put 
* zn end to the power which bears ſo hard 
4 upon you,—You will not be without 
4 friends; thoſe at Burton will receive you; 
& they will be tender to you, and perhaps 
dependence may for onee be leſs dreadfut 
e than it has ever yet been. Yet,” rejoined 
he, after a pauſe, I did not think you could. 
© have ſubmitted to ſuch a ſituation, I even 
4 tremble to refle& on the hardſhips of the 
ac moſt eligible ate of dependence; the many 
e rubs' thy heart muſt bear,” My father's 
words Chilled my blood; but when he added 
i do not mean, Ema, to force you in- 
4 to a marriage {& repugnant to your incli- 
4 nation; you ſhall determine for yourſelf : 
Mr. Walpole's fortune would be no tempt- 


5 * ation to me; I would not wiſh to ſee him 


46 your huſband, if I did not know him to be 
« poſſeſſed of every valuable quality: beſides, 
L my heart was fixed on the match ; its com- 
5 pletion would have given pleaſure to my 
4 Jaſt hours; I ſhould have had no fears of 
« death, could I have left you ſuch a pro- 
e tector—but you refuſe to gratify my wiſh 
„ you will not let me be happy in this 

Sad, and your want of duty adds to my 

= | Ae 
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tc giſorder, and hurries me into the grave bes 3. 
“fore my time I heard no more, but fal. 
ling back in my chair, remained ſenſeleſs for 
ſome moments: when I opened my eyes, I 
found my father kneeling, and the firſt ſounds 
that ſtruck my ear were It is thy father 
« kneels, my child, and begs to be 2 | 
«© in his requeſꝶt. 4 2 

O my father (cried I, Oh myſelf on 
© my knees by him) let us change poſtures ;. 
take my ſeat, and let me at your feet implore 
forgiveneſs—Now indeed you have been cruel 
to your daughter; any argument but this 
might have been withſtood but now I have 
nothing more to ſay; your will ſhall be 
mine — take my conſent, whilſt I have yet 
life left to give it. Let Mr. Walpole 

come, be ſhall be heard but I will tell 
bim how {have loved l bow obeyed l Your _ 
ce conſent then, replied; he, will not avail 
„% .—you have given me hope, only to make 
© me more ſenſiblè of diſappointment. No 
© man of delicacy would accept of your hand 
© on the conditions you have mentioned; and 
« Mr. Walpole laſt of any: you are no 
« ſtranger to his notions ; they are particular; 
and W you have to make me 

cc happy 
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| « happy is by concealing all that has hap- 


ce pened from every living creature ; let the 


s remembrance die even in your own breaſt.“ 


—— Here I exclaimed, What then, Sir, be- 
comes of that fincerity which you have al- 


ways taught me to practiſe? Can I in honour 
hide from Mr. Walpole what has paſſed? 


My father ſtopped me by ſaying, © Ge- 


„ neral maxims, my dear Emma, will not 
always ſuit particular cafes—your ſin- 
„ cerity here would "anſwer no end, but 


*© that of diſappointing the man who loves 


yon, and of making me wretched... ., 
„ Mr. Walpole, I'll be bound for it, would 
- < prefer being cheated into happineſs to be- 


< ing made acquainted with your attachment. 


elt is not likely, private as the affair has 
been, that any accident ſhould diſcover it 
to him, You will not meet the object you 

e have loved until you have long ceaſed to 

Le fee] any extraordinary degree of tenderneſs 
for him: your huſband will be dearer to you 
than any other being then; and you will - 
wonder perhaps that he was not always ſo. 
At your age, child, the violence of the paſſi- 
sons prevents their duration: I know. that 
{. this very lover, now ſo. — y idolized, 


6 2 


( up ) 


ec muſtina ſhort time become indifferent toyou. 
* Were I not convinced of this, believe me, 
& I would not beſtow a wife on Mr. Walpole 
« fo unworthy of him. The thought of your 


<& being left in a ſtate of dependence would 


6% not be half ſo ſhocking to me as that of 


having rendered an amiable man miſera- 
ce ble, by giving you to him with a heart ab- 
& ſolutely devoted to another.. But you aſ- 


e ſured me, you had baniſhed Sidney from 


& your thoughts; and I am convinced. you 
ce have, by the difference there is now in your 
cc looks. | Having gained this great point 


e can you, my dear, be ſo r as to 
ce attempt no more?? Fs 


I proteſted tomy father, that I durſt Fi any 


 _ thing, except impoſe upon Mrs Walpole. but 


that to remove that difficulty, I would inform 


him of what had paſſed, in ſuch a way as not to 
diſguſt him: and that, if be was really at- 
tached to me, his love would get the better 

of his prejudices, and I ſhould ſecure; my fu- 2 
ture peace by not having any thing to re- 
proach myſelf with. — But this was.not.more © -.' 
perſuaſive than what I had firſt ſaid z, my fas 
ther declaring that I deceived myſelf in ſu ye 
poſing 1 could depend ſo much upon M 


power 
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power over Mr. Walpole: that he had ſtu- 


died human nature, and had always found it 
more difficult to make a man renounce his 


prejudices than his faith, being more wedded 


others; that the more unreaſonable the thing 
was, the more unlikely it was it ſhould be 


removed by rational arguments; that after a 


* 


courſe of years, ſpent in a ſtrict adherance to 
all the duties of a good wife, I might hope to 
have ſuch a ſway over him as to reform his 
judgment in theſe matters. Be it your 
scare, my child, to act ſo as to give conſe- 
* quence to all you ſay, and your influence 
& will be powerful; but your behaviour, and 
© not your beauty, will ſecure it. I ſhall 


* not look upon your conſent to ſee Mr. 
« Walpole as any thing, unleſs you alſo pro- 


«miſe ſolemnly not to acquaint him with 


„ Auguſtus's love.“ To enforce this, he 


again employed all the reſiſtleſs eloquence of 


parental tenderneſs, I promiſed, my dear 


Fanny; I could not refuſe any thing that 


would make my father happy ; 1 left him quite 
eafy—and will not this content my reſtleis 
| ſoul ? — Ah no; degenerate as it is, it dreads 
being © nobly wretehed. Rut its fears ean - 


not 


— 


(n 


not recall che dire ſentence : that being paſt, 


death, or reſignation to its fate, muſt be the 


conſequence, _ 

To-morrow nor Cwife the ike fly 
which are to determine my lot O come, 
filial obedience, to ſtrengthen my failing cou- 
rage !—it demands all thy wonderous power 
to enable me to perform the taſk of duty. _ 

My father. ſilenced, but: he has not con- 
vinced me: concealment ſtill appears to be con- 
trary to juſtice, I-dare not reflect more on 
this point, leſt, following! the dictates of 
ſincerity, I ſhould blaſt: all the hope I have 
raiſed ... If it be poſſible, my friend, 
ſay ſomething to reconcile me to myſelf, for 
at een * is anarchy and ene in the 
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Hv had- no Loli to apprehend, no 
5 capricious parent or guardian to deal 
Wi ich, on my coming here laſt week I made 


known to this family my deſign of applying 
for Miſs Egerton, and had the pleaſure of 


having it received with every teſtimony of ap- 


probation; every one joining in pronouneing 


her to be the moſt unexceptionable of all wo- 

mankind. I did not require this to fix my re- 
ſolution; yet there is ſomething. very pleaſing 
in having ones choice approved of. Vou, 
who are fond of inveſtigating cauſes, will, I 
make no doubt, place this to the account of 
felf-love, as it is a flattexing proof of the good- 
neſs of one's taſte: but do you feek for cauſes ; 


I am ſatisfied with feeling the-effzs. The 


next day I ſpoke to my divine Emma, and 
with her leave, to Mr. Egerton: my propo= . 
(als were n and IRE in a train 
3... 1 


[ETD 
for ny becoming a Benedict in a hurry- le 8 
liberty to be regretted, when we ſarcriſice it 


to ſuch a goddeſs ? but how can 2 
that Who have never ſeen my Emma? 


A ee eee 


Sunbury : Sidney is gone to Rafi, to fr 


< the bubble Reputation even in a cannons. , 


mouth.“ Mr. Egerton is far gone in a de- 
celine, and my charming girl has been/ex> 
tremely ill ſce I went from hence. Lady G- 
tharine appriſed me of this; and lucky was it 
that I had been ſo prepared, ſor ſhe is changed 


beyond imagination, and is now only he 


ſhadow of that beauteous form which uſed to 
be ſo much admired.— But it was not a ſet 
<< of features, or complexion, that enchan- 
ted me; I loved the foul which animated her 
fine countenance; that yet appears, and bids 
defiance to cate and: ſickneſs. Her apxiety on 
her father's illneſs is never leſſened; ſhe 
watches his looks; her whole attention is en- 
groſſed by him, and ſhe can hardly find time 
to thank me When I join in her attendance on 

him, and by: my aſſiduities ſeem to partake in 
her concern. The departure of Sidney has ; 
been ſeverely felt by both the father and 


nnn Emma wept for the friend of her 1 ? 


. | >. infancy, - ; 


* 
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56favepsiMn Egerton mourned. the child. of 
his adoption, the ſon of his Sidney.—Lady | 
Satharine tells me he is grown viſibly worſe 
ſinee this event took place: I do not approve 
of the young hero's leaving England at this 
time though be certainly had no idea of Mr. 
Egerton 's danger then, and the calls of ho- 
nur muſt be obeyed. Thus much for his 
gereuſe z and may victory attend his ſteps.— 
Thel gentle Emma, ſo formed for love, is 
not yet brought to teturn mine as ſhe ſhould 
d: 2 prey to grief, the does not attend to 
uny other ſentiment hut as her coldneſs is 
not the effe& of prepoſſoſſion in another's fa- 
vor of averſion to me, but the conſequenceiof 
© ſorrow; reſpectable in itſelf; as it proves the 
greatneſs and juſtneſs of her ſenſibility, it adds 
value to the heart I would gain. The death 
of her father will leave her leiſure for love: 
her manner aſſures me that my fondneſs will 
be repaid;; as ſoon as ſhe can ſorget her loſs: 
it may be a work of time to accompliſh that; 
but when the hour does arrive, I ſhall be am- 
ply rewarded for my patience: that it will 
Fome; cannot be a dubious matter, ſinee her 

heart cannot be inſenſible, or my pafſion abate. 
| 1 eee eee 15 9 
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for her becoming mine, as I ſhall then never 
leave her to fuſtain alone the melancholy _ 
office of watehing over her dying parent. Mr. 
Egerton joins bis prayers es mine; as he finds 
himſelf going faſt, ahd Warn at Is | 
in in ue ae un yh 99 22 
Tue ſad ſeene makes eee e 
which even my approaching happineſs cannot 
efface. I come back'to Bureony-after viſiting _ 
my beloved, ſo fow and ſo dejected, chat a 
ſtranger to my zeal circumftances would con- 
_ clude me to be a diſrarded lover on the point 
of dangling from a willow-bough. Kitty ap- 
plauds what ſhe calls my Gamanity (much of 
that, to be ſure, in ſympathizing with a miſ- 
treſs in diſtreſs) but wiſhes I would forget a 
little of it when I leave Sunbury; for ſhe can- 
not bear the diſmals: no one feels more for 
their friends than ſhe does; but as her ſen- 
| Nations are violent, they are not laſting. She 
would not make a wife for me, with this diſ- 
_ poſition; give me one who is not eaſily caught, 
but, being once attached, will be ſo for ever. 
This makes me ſatisfied with my Emma's flow 
progreſs of love: her heart, leſs inflammable, 
will be more entirely warmed : ſhe is not ver- 
{ed in the common knowledge of girls of her 
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age, who generally have more lovers than years 
to count; I ſhall be the firſt who teaches la- 
my lovely ſcholar utter ſentiments which on- 
ly I have inſpired ! I do not believe, George, 
- that I ſhall be jealous huſband; but I kn] 
| J ſhall be exceedingly delicate in my notions 
of a wife's behaviour: ſhe who pretends to 
Sharm me as ſuch, muſt have all the amia- 
bility: of Miſs. Egerton ; he ITS be 
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marriage, that I am ſcaragly-permitto# 
to think on- what I am going to undertake. - 
Perhaps, my deareſt Fanny, it is beſt policy 
not toi give me time for reſſexion- O what 
an horrible thought is that! Have I then rea- 
ſon to fear reflexion ?—does got this imply 
guilt ? The upright mind can bear to ſearch 
into the hidden corners; it can ſtand the teſt 
of ſelf-· examination What then is mine, 
which ſhuns itſelf, and turns with horror 
from the view ?—I- dare not, my friend, de- 
ſire you to anſwer. this queſtion for me- my 
conſcious ſoul. already does it.— But a fer 
weeks ſince Auguſtus left me; and here amT 
en the eve of vowing to another that. con- 
ſtancy Which only he can claim. Can L do | 
it?—Fond fool as I am, my heart. miſſeads | 
AY had no right to promiſe him; and he. 
vis G 3 WhO 
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who has the diſpoſal of me has ordered me to 
quit this choſen object. Juſt Heaven, aſſiſt 


me! ſince it is in obedience to thy great 
command, I yield up the mortal deareſt to 


me! Bleſs him with every good !—may his 


ſoul never” ſeel the pangs of mine!——may he 
live to enjoy that happineſs, which the loſt 
Emma can never find on earth!,.... 

Is it chus I prepare myſelf to become a 
bride? does not Mr. Walpole merit an undi- 
vided heart ?——He does, and mine hence- 
ftorwards muſt be wholly his.—Generous, 
tender, and deſerving as he is, he demands 
Al the love I can beflow——that, alas | how 
mall a portion for worth like bis! Still 


nave mentioned the name of Auguſtus; but 
no ſooner did I take up my pen, than it be- 
eame marked on the paper, and the weak 
ws had not reſolution enough to eraſe it. 
1 could almoſt believe we had two ſouls in 
each body, elſe whence come theſe oppoſite 


Joes this raſ}) paſſion mingle itfelf in every = 
thought. I meant, my friend, never more to 


deſires, theſe different wiſhes Hut do they 


not rather belong to one and the fame?” ſo 
Tune __ ee of ts _ I te SE 
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cannot, ſupport the; thought of his re 
and therefore indulge. any that delivers me 
from this terrible , one, —He- fainted. this 
morning whilſt I was fitting by him: fright - 
ened, nearly diſtracted, I ran into the hall, 
where I met Mr. Walpole juſt coming to 
enquire about him. Never did he appear {6 
pleaſing. to me; my terror affected him—T 
could not ſpeak;; but catching hold of; his 
arm, I led him to the next room, here we 
found, my father: recovered from his fit: joy 
at ſeeing him alive, made me more than com 
monly attentive to my lover: * I thanked hjm 
for his well-timed viſit, told. him his Was the 5 
moſt welcome face I could have, ſeen, and.; in 
| ſhort gave him many aſſurances of my deff: 5 
_ He looked happy; my father rejoiged..... _ 
at ſeeing it; and the idea of having done 
3 N for ſome houts fancy 1 was o 
oo % on a e i 
| There is ha, higher. peafure than, bete 5 
contributing to the felicity of others -t i 
conſolation which yet is left: for me: TWIl 
then forget /elf; and be ſatisfied withj the ſub- 
imer power of beſtowing happineſs on others. 
There is a . in that thought, : which 
523 7G +: EN raiſes. 
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raiſes: me above all meaner 3 | 
and carries me at one to the height wks 8 
ambition 433 Le ROS33R; vilgu + an 
Before this reaehes you, I ſhall no longer 
bear the name of Egerton. Thete can be no 
parade at ſuch a time as this you will be- 
lieve that I am not concerned at this eireum- 
ſtance: 1 could not, I am afraid; ſupport the 
loud mirth ſo uſual on ſuch oceaſions; and 
all my boaſted graatbeſi would forſake me in 
e ee e ng Rar tg 
The late Mr. Walpole left his eſtate ſo 

ded down, that it" would take up too much 
time to have proper ſettlements drawn up 1 
theſe are to be made hereafter, it ſeems: this 
prevents the delay of lawyers, and favours 
the impatience of my friends. It is immate- 
rial to me what proviſion is made for me, ho- 
ping that I ſhall not long ſtand in: need 1 
the goods. of this world.. But beware, 
Emma, of falling again into the ſtate thou 
haſt juſt quitted! Remember, but three days 
are allowed, before thou art ſummoned to the 
altar with the man whom thou wilt ſwear to 
love. Let his image then reign in thy heart, 
and, excepting thy Fanny, give him no 
rival PR OY — juſtify the de- 

1 — ceit 


i” 
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eeit which duty has commanded, and teach 
that ſhe who loved one worthy bes. 


ings may be equally attached to n 1 


| Aſc of Heaven, my Fanny, to ſtrengthen 
me, and male me able to perform the nobleſt: 


of efforts 3 that of y conquering” our paſſions,. 


” 
1 
at 
* 
* 
P 


in ſubmiſſion to its las. 
Adieu! I will no longer venture to Joys 
fot fear c treſpaſſing a th 
e oh virtue I have embraced 20 
never can againſt the friendſhip 1 owe you, 


my dear,- but muſt ever remain e 4 : 
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OUR friend,” my " Mis ba is 
too much taken p with her various em- 
ployments, to write to you now; and as I 


judged of your impatience by my own,” I re- 
ſolved that you ſhould not be long uninformed 


of the new, name which ſhe took upon her 
three days ago; and making all proper allow- 
ances for the ſhortneſs of the time, the already 
anſwers very readily to it. I aſſuredly have 


helped to make her ſo uſed to it, as I am 


every moment calling out Mrs. Walpole, as i 


much from my paſſion for novelty, as from 


my not being able to ſtir without her | in this 


_ dull place. 'S 


Have you ever been at a wedding, Miſs 


| Thornton? I never was before: nor do I 


ever wiſh to be again, unleſs it agrees better 
with my notions of one, than this did.— 


Poor Mr, Egerton's illneſs rendered it impro- 
; per to have any * but our ſamily in- 


2 
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vited to it: I knew this; but gill m head 
was ſo ſtuffed with the deſeriptions which my 
old nurſe uſed to gire of the feſtivity of ſuch 
a day, that 1 could not bring myſelf to ima 
gine this would be one of the moſt woeful 1 
had ever ſeen. The firſt diſappointment 1 
met with was in ſeeing Emma pale, trem- 
bling, and ready to faint more than once dur- 
ing the ceremony: Having: always 'heard * 
vaſt deal of her exceſſive timidity, I was Pony: 
vinced this had occaſioned all theſe trek 
e. and ſtill hoped; that when we got dme, 
there would be an end of all theſe uncom- 
fortable ways. In this I was much deceiyed 
for we had not been 2 great While in the 
houſe, before Emma retired with my mo 


ther: we waited in expectation of cheit re- 


appearance; but finding they did not as 
it, Walpole propoſed that he and I ſhould | 
feek his bride and my mother. We ſet out 
accordingly, and after ſome ſearch, 'difed- 
vered they were in the dreſſing- room: in we 
bounced: but 1 quickly wiſhed myſelf out 
again; for Emma was in a flood of tears, and 
Lady Catharine in deep diſcourſe. | Walpole _ 
was alarmed, and eagerly enquited into the 
bs + of her grief. My mother, che com- C 
k | Ge © mon 


4 


| (32 x | 
mon friend of both, told him, that Mrs, 


| Walpole had been talking of her father's ſi- 
tuation until ſhe had wrought herſelf into 
an agony about it. He went up to her, in- 

treating her to be comforted; and added, 

that he flattered himſelf ſhe would not on 


that day indulge more ſorrow than ſhe had 


been uſed to do. She gave him her hand, 
in tolcen of her not doing ſo; he carried the 
precious gift to his lips, and wiped from her 


cheeks the trickling drops. After. much per- 
ſuaſion and many ſtruggles, ſhe put on a 
more placid aſpect, but her face, the whole 

day, reminded me of the old ſimile of “ n 
April- day,” « one moment a gleam. of ſmiles, | 
the next a ſhower of tears. This was not 
likely to produce mirth, and has cured. me 
af any inclination to fee. a. wedding,—At 
Emma's requeſt, I was left with her; but 
things are growing now much 00 ſerious for 


me, fo I ſhall move for going home in a day 
or two: as I can be of no real ſervice, 1 


muſt be rather an incumbrance; for, to be 


ſincere, a be ies averſion, and ſighs 


and wailings my dread. I leave, to thoſe, 


hom the Fates have been pleaſed to c deck 
-< moſt amiably in tears,” to purſue their 
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weeping: for my ſhare, I am contented to 
exerciſe the leis becoming faculty of riſibility 
A — which that I may de, it will be needful 
for me to quit vthis! manſion, where every 
viſage ſpeaks misfontune near. I am exceed- 
ingly ſorry for Mr. Egerton, and pity Mrs. 
Walpole moſt heartily; but there is a pre- 
vniling principle in my teinper, which bids 
me ſly from melancholy as the worſt of peſts. 
That you may never he in the way of it, is the 
Rig 1 r e formed ae by 
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Tu ut Wien E is We and 
Mr. Egerton is no longer ſenſible of the 


infirmities of nature: the livid and emaciated 
body no more ſhrinks with pain. —He is hap- 
py : the virtuous muſt be ſo; if religion had 


not told us, reaſon would have informed us 
of that truth. He lived but ten days after he 


gave his daughter to me: our whole time has 


been ſpent in ſmoothing his paſſage, from ws 
to the other world. 
Emma bore with amazing fortitude his; ap- 


proaches to the laſt moment; her apparent 


reſignation ſurpriſed me: but her grief had 


been reſtrained, to burſt forth with greater 


violence; for as ſoon as ſhe knew her father 


could not be hurt by it, the gave vent to her 
oppreſſed heart: I never beheld ſuch a pic- 


ture of diſtreſs !—It was with difficulty I 


forced her from his bed; and when that was 
N 7 accom- 


us 5 

accompliſhed, all my rhetorick could not 8 
prevail upon her to; go to Biſhop's. . She 
would not leave the dear remains, but 
« would watch by them, until ſhe; had paid 


e nd tribute by attending them to the 2M 


„ ©: * 3 44 6 * ect "4 hens 'F 


4 e grave.“ | 
After ticket, endeavours! to convince has 
er the abſurdity of increaſing” her affliction, 
I affected to be angry at her obſtinacy, and 
putting on un air of reproach, I aſked—if 
ſhe had forgotten that he had a huſband ? 
Never did queſtion bring about ſo ſudden 4 
change he looked at me an inſtant; then, 
as if ſhe had tecol lected herſelf, ſhe dried her 
eyes, and told me ſhe had no more to ſay; 1 
might carry her where I pleaſed: glad of hay= 
ing her in this mood, I took her paſſive hand, 
and conducted her to the coach, which had 
been waiting ſome time at the door. But we 
had not arrived at our journey's end, when 1 
began to repent of the ſtratagem I had made 
uſe of. The ſmòothered ſorrow; not having 
been allowed to take its natural courſe, put 
on the terrifying appearance of frenzy: the | 
had not ſpoke a word after we had quitted 


the houſe, until we got within a mile — 


1 though I had: tried by every endear- 


ment = 


* 
” L 


. 0 


| ar harſhneſs I had 
. been obliged to exerciſe; but ſtarting on 3 
ſudden, ſhe demanded, in the wildeſt man- 
ner, * ho I was, and by what authority E 
had dragged her from her father ? When 
I told her who ſhe was with, and ſoothed 
her for ſome time, I aſked her if ſhe did not 
know me ?—** Ves, Sir,“ replied ſhe. witk 
great quickneſs, IL. know you—ryou are my. 
<< huſband. The emphaſis with which..ſhe 
uttered the laſt wordꝭ proved the effect it had 
had on her I could have killed. myſelf ſor 
baving made ſo bad an uſe, of it but withy 
out attempting to excuſe what I bad done, I. 
immediate called; out to the poſtillious, and - 
ordered them to drive back to. Sunbury. She 
my boſom, ſhe. wept plentifully. When We 
arrived, I was determined. not to controul 
ber in any of her fancies; but to follow her 
through 341 the mazes which her ſorr OW 
ſnhould invent. She; did- not go into the 
| room where the body lay; but hurrying into 
 herdrefling-roam,, I went in with her: here 
1 ve ſat until late in the evening. She 8 | 
not eaten the Whole day: when the ſupper 
| ai up, ſhe ſtill refuſed to taſte any - 
„ 98 | _ 
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ting: 1 told her then; chat as ay esung d 
pended on bers, and ſhe had declared ſhe 
would not hare any fupper,'the"things We 
de removed; for I would not fit dow to ta- 

ble without her“ Fhis had the deſtred ef- 


ect; her complaifande got the better of her 


_ firſt reſolution: ſhe ſat down, ſaying ſue 
would eat a bit of chieken, rather than that 
I mould faſt fenger. About ten o'clock» ſhñue 
begged 1 would let her ſee her father once 
more, for that ſlie had never paſſed night 
without paying her duty to him:+1-accompa= 
nied her into the chamber where the vpe 
lay. She was not nom outragecus in her 
expreſſions" but; 48 if ſtruck Wich uwe on 
entering cke place where the moſt ſolemn ſi- 


lence reigned, ſue moved ſoftly- A 1 


coffing” and looked for ſome time on it; then 
throwing herfe}f on het knees at a little dif- 
tanee from it, her ſweet eyes caſt up to Heas- 
ven, ſhe ſeemed to be loſt in meditation. 
After ſne had thus 5 in all „the 
luxury of grief for near half an hour; 
ſhe aroſe, and beckoned me to fallomw hen 
Going back to the room we bad Lene 
before, as ſoon as we had re. entered — 
. dear Mr. en (ſaid the lovely 
IE ENF eee 
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| © mouryer); I am infinitely indebted to you 
or the part you have taken in my allic- 
tion: never can I forget your tenderneſs ; 
«jr bas preſerved, me from deſpair—I have 
<© had time for reflection, and will go to 
Burton to-morrow morning as early as 

- _ you pleaſe. - Vou are very right in what 
& you ſay -I increaſed my diſtreſs unne- 
_$:ceffarily.; but the firſt attacks of ſorrow 
| © are hard to be reſiſted : let this be my : 
- apology with you: I will for the future 
«remember 1 am a Chriſtian, - and as ſuch, 
under an abſolute obligation to nit to 
e the decrees of Providence. 
Charmed with her aide ant; manner, 1 
never once interrupted her during this ſpeech; 
though at the concluſion of it 1 Was vehe- 
ment in expreſſing my admiration of her. 
She rewarded my praiſe, by ſmiling through 
her tears... She paſſed à ſleepleſs night, 
and was up very early the next morning. 
When we had breakfaſted, ſhe enquired if 
the coach was ready I had ordered it be- 
2 and handing her into it, we drove to 
Burton, where the whole family. expreſſed 
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Button, that ſhow Kitty's heart to be capa- 


(wg) 


- This dear gia) has been 2 pgiled child, 
who never, knew what, conttadiction Was 2 
meek as. her diſpoſition, is, ſhe ,xeſents. the 
leaſt „ren of aſperity, not indeed . ee 


eee 1 3x6 Fg ot. 
| ady Catharine A al bo Ag. in 
my 1 apartment; and Miſs, Biſbop, 
Who boaſted ſo much of her vivacity, has ſa» - 
crificed a great deal of it to partake of her 
friend's melancholy: ſhe never appears be- 
fore her whilſt Mr. Biſhop is with her, leſt 
his fandneſs. ſhould remind her of us loſs 
| the has ſuſtained in her father; nor does 
ſhe uſe that word in ſpeaking” of him when 
my wife is preſent. "Theſe are delicacies, 


ble of very refined ſentiments; the riſes in 
my opinion every day: one muſt be in the 
ſituation I am in now, to be fully ſenſible 
of the merit of ſuch aQtions.—Grief then, 
I find, improves the heart; it humaniſes, 
it renders us more fit for ſociety, by an x 
us dependent on others for relief; 3 "ang, in 1 
conſequence of the eaſe; we procue from. | 
our ene more en to * human Rh, 
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eles in general. But I forget that one muſt 
de at Burton to experience fully the charms 
of ſympathy; fſuch fouls! ate not to be 
met with every where; ours are fuch friends 
as few are bleſſed with. Yet wilt T not be 
ſo great a miſanthrope | as to ſuppoſe nd ort 
confined to this family alone : you, m 
dear George, would prove me unjuſt; 3 for 
you Have upon every occaſion been the real 
ner D 10056 Ef Mön 035.35 5; on 
ISO A "Yours," MRI IS Pl; LH {1 
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0 after informing = that a boſe i in 1 08 
man- ſquare had been fitted up for her recep- 
tion, if _ſhe, choſe to paſs the remainder of the 
winter, in town : but finding her much againſt : 
that ſcheme, I at length conſented to her co- 
ming here. We have no company here at 
preſent; a 3 would not depopulate 
our neighbourhood; more than the coming, of 
Chriſtmas does. But luckily [ have not been 
married long enough, Colonel, tohave any ob- 
Jection toa tte d tite party; and time paſſes very 
agreeably, though we have none of your gai- 
ties here—Emma's voice and harpſichordyaf- 
ford me more harmony than, any of your ope- 
tas: her ſentiments i my heart more 
than 


— 
* 


40 BY , 


than any which our players repeat: nor do 
| your meetings at Almack's and Cornelys“ 
give any entertainment ſo elegant as her con- 
verſation. From this ſeteh you may per- 
ceive how little 1 can wiſh for any amuſe- 
ment more than what my own houſe produces, 
The dear girl is now in that pleaſing ſtate 
when the heart is juſt recovering from a deep 
wound: 4 is calm and tender, and her e- 
lancholy' ſeems now | to be he"elfe@t"father-of 
gentleneſs than. of *forrow. © ITALY Could 1 
ſuppoſe you as unfaſhionable as myſelf, * 
would aſk you to join us—yet, upon feeond 
thoughts, you ſhall not ſee my Emma until 
ſhe has regained her native charms: good air, 
regular bours, and my cate, will make Her a 
complete beauty again in 2 very ſhore time. 
You may allow nie to be vain of my wife's 
perſon, fince I never was fo of my own.— 

Not much merit, you'll ſay periviupsy in this 
laſt circumſtance: | but, let me tell you, 
George, I have had fome civil things ſaid'to 
me z ; and the cox comb never takes the trouble 
of examining i into the judgement of his admi- 


rers—it is ſafficient for him that he is admi- 8 


2 1111 
red. Then it is plain that I am not one; and 
J THE DYOLGAT  CNESBL ECG 269 
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as times go, this is high merit, and I have a = 
right to ſome ſhare of commendation for it. 3 3 
J could not get Kitty Biſhop to come down f 
with us; ſhe had no idea of bei thrown into 
the vapouts with fealleſt trees; hollow winds, 
and all the horrors of being ſeventy. or eighty 
miles from London before May. When ſhe is 
tired of that delightful place, ſhe promiſes to 
viſit us ia Dorktthire :' by that time you. may 
an. eee or ſaoner if you pleaſe. 
9 e Anita Tour aſfectanate , 1 
| 1. . e e dn . _ ax rorx. | 
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Tu back, 8 Walpole, the epi- 
thet of happy, which you ance beſtowed on 
mes it. is yours now, by, every claim m 
you enjoy it until the charming Emma robs 
you of it, ot your friend wiſhes you to loſe it! 
Your, kind ſtars have doomed you to the? 
pleaſing employment of weeping with, or of 

| drying the tears of, your beloved; and you may 
join in her ſorrows, without the cutting re- 
proach of having. cauſed them. How is your 
fate to be envied, when compared to 
mine !-—I ſhould not complain, if a know- 
ledge of my crime could reconcile me 
to the puniſhment inflided. on. it—T plead 
guilty; but, far from finding this alleviation to 
my torments, che ſtings of conſcience only 
ſerve to give new ſharpneſs to them.—You 
have told me you felt as if I had not behaved 
quite well to Miſs Neville: I honoured you 

hay the rer of your feelings; but yours 
were 


— 


_ (faqg=) 5 
were only the forebodings af an heart intereſ- 
ted for the conduct of a man with whom you + 
are connected by the ties of friendſhip: your . 
' ſenſations were only Juſt what they ſhould : 
have been, and not attended with the pangs of 
| remorſe, the ſure conſequence of deviating 
from tke paths of rectitude. - O (or thoſe 
lucky moments to return, when I talked 69 
you inceſlantly of my Prifcy It vas then 1 
knew all the Joys of an attachment, founded 
on the firm baſis of virtue. If Thad not abſo- 
lutely given a ſolemn promiſe of marriage to 
this admirable girl, I had at leaſt convinced 
her by every action, that I meant to have ns 
other wife; and I never yet cbuld make theſe 
_ abſurd diſtinions; which many of us do, be- 
tween ſpeuking what we mean, and applying 
it by looks and deeds. Mifs Neville gave me 
a preference, that left me no room to doubt, 
from the tenor of Her behaviour,' which was 
guided by an unerring prudence, chat ſhe look 
ed upon me in the light I -wiſthed her to de. N 
When a man ſingles out a young woman, up=, 
on a footing with himſelf in point of birth, 
there is but one view which he. can be ſuppo - 
ſed to have. She had certainly then a right: 
to conſider me as her own, and I wiſhed for; 
Vor. IJ. H 


(196.9 


** than to be ſo. L bad 4 
ied about her for more chan three years, When 
her ſiſters' imprudent marriage and nien. 
enisfortunes called for all her tenderneſs ; and 
he in/{ſome meaſure ſeemed to have ae : 
drawn her affections from every: other object, 
in order to (laviſh. them on the inconſolable 
Mrs. Wentworth. I had called on her ſeveral 
times, when ſhe had either been engaged in 
attending her ſiſter, and refuſed to ſee me; or 
the had come inte the room where I was, ſo 
ible of my being there. Amiable as her mo- 
tives for her lighting me were, and thorough- 
Iy acquainted.as I was with them, I cauld not 
help being wounded-by her indifference. I. 
fancied myſelf entitled to as much of her at- 
tention as ever; and finding I no longer en- 
- Joyed it, I falſely concluded that ſhe had no 
more af that regard for me which I had 
boped for. informed her of my inten- 
tion of going into the country for a few, 
months, and begged to: hear from her when” 
ſhe. could ſpare. time to write. She wiſhed 
me a good journey, and promiſed that I ſhould: | 
have letters from her: prepoſſeſſed as I was 

, With mean ſuſpicions, I imagined her eoldneſs 

Sts r more 
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more viſible i in this viſit than ever it had ha 1 
before 3 and I ſet out for Percy 's, convinced 
of her never having loved me. When I got 
there, the ſprightly Miſs Courtney aitracted 


my notice by her bleam, her enjoiement,. and 


a thouſand nameleſs graces which played about 
the laughter-loving damſel: theſe however 
would have cauſed no more than admiration 
had ſhe. not, by a peculiarity in her manner 
when ſhe ſpoke to me, and the very glaring 
difference ſne made between me and every 
other man who. pretended to diſtinguiſh her, 
ſnown a partiality which at once raiſed me 
in my own eſteem, and n "_—_— oy WO 
tude to return it. Wi 
My  connexion' with Nite Nerile "a a 
given me no opportunity of knowing the 
wiles of coquettry. Superior to all the little 
arts of low minds, ſhe had always treated me 
with the genuine effuſions of an heart tender, 
delicate, and noble: from this pattern I drew 
all my ideas of virtuous women. Harriet, 
with the ſame mind, as I conjectured, | had | 
the additional merit with me of loving my 
imagination, fired at the. portrait of ſuch _ 
united charms, idoliſed it. I no longer felt 
the calm refinements. of the ſentiments Priſey 


N 3 uſed 


p, 


{ 18) : 
uſed to inſpire: all was tumult and unremit- 
ted ardour the joyous hours flew with ra- 
pidity in che company of this enlivening prat· 

tler. In à few weeks I had gone farther in 


Leclaring my paſſion for ber, than 1 had done 
in as many years to my former flame. I was 
aſtoniſhed when, on ſober reflexion, I per- 
deived the lengths T had gone; for, angry as 
1 Was at the amiable Priſcy, I had no fixed 
plan of giving her up when I firſt flirted with 
Miſs Courtney: che pain her indifference 
gave me ſpoke plainly hot dear ſhe was ts 
my ſoul ; but drawn in by inumerable fnares 
to converſe frequently with this artful girl, 
and blinded by my own folly, I diſcovered, 
when it was too late, chat I had ſaid more 
than Lebuld honourably recede from, unleſs 
T pleated: a prior engagement, which now 
Tearcely beid good in my opinion. Thus 
| divided in my fentiments, I "hefitated for a 
while how to proceed: poſt after poſt arrived, 
LARS Sritiping me'a Nne from Miſs Ne- 
ville; and Harriet was hourly proving her 
Nader for me by ſome new inſtance of it: 
| theſe preponderated, and in an evil moment I 
_ Hrote'to'the firſt,” told her my ſuſpicions of 


Ver coltneſs had been confemed by her ft. 
Sun: | p 8 HA Ty lence 


<( 9) 


lence finee I had left town; that my gn 
for her was unalterable z- but that, as I could 
expect nothing more from ber, I had been 
tempted to offer my heart to ane who return» 
ed. my love with equal warmth; yet I did 
not preſume to diſpoſe of it without obtains 
ing her leave for ſo doing. Her anſwer ts 
this impertinence was ſuch. as, by my ſoul, 
forced me in my higheſt _—_— to lament 
her loſs 
After this we drojdis all . — 
my head ran only upon the extatic bliſs of 
Harriet's being mine; and if a diſagreeable 
recollection now and then obtruded itſelf 
upon me, I flew to my ſiren, and it diſappear- 
ed. I did not acquaint Perey with my at- 
tachment to Miſs Courtney, as ſhe and I had 
agreed that to be unneceſſary until her father 
had been conſulted; but I framed an excuſe 
for my returning to him after I had been at 
Milfield. You know the ſucceſs of my vi- I 
onary ſcheme, therefore TU not ſay another „ 
ne Yong? ee with 25, „ 
Mortifying as it was: to Neale ies by 
ker, I did not permit myſelf. to think of it ah- 
ter the firſt ſurpriſe- was over; nay, I. even 
. myſelf * Las callous, a 
A2 | could 


K 
could not be aſſected by any attacks ſbe eduld 
make upon my peate; The diſdain I felt for 

a ſphinx, as you properly define a coquette to 
be, ſeemed an aſſurance of my not being hurt 
by her fickleneſs: Whether it was ſo or not, 
Idid not take leiſure to conſider, being then 
ſenſible only of the wrongs | had done to a 


more deſerving woman. / Occupied with this 


reflection folely,*I hurried up to London, 
meaning to deprecate Miſs Neville's wrath, 
by the moſt open-avowal of my errors, and, 
if the would accept of it, to expatiate theth 
dy an unſhaken fidelity for the reſt of my 
nie. I bad been ſeveral days in Bond- ſtreet, 
before I could bring myſelf to attempt ſo ar- 
duous a taſk as that of obtaining forgiveneſs, 
from a perſon ſo juſtly ineenſed. The more 
thought over my tranſgreſſions, the more 
difficult it appeared. Grown quite deſperate 
at laſt; I reſolyed to delay no more, but ei- 
ther to be relieved by her pity, or to be de- 
ſkroyed by her inflexibility, I immediately 
directing my ſteps towards Park- ſtreet, ſum- 
moning all my courage as I paſſed along 
Groſvenor- ſquare and the two Brook-ftreets. 
When I came to the door, I had not effron- 
tery enough to lock up as I was wont to do, 


* 


CET di 
Mm beste glance, ian en- — 
dows, of that face whoſe benign influence 
had ſo long ruled my fate. After repeatedly 
rapping, a man who belonged to an adjacent 
ſnop came out of it, and informed me, that 
Mrs. Wentworth and Miſs Neville had been 
gone aboye fix weeks from that houſe, but 
where they had removed he eould. not tell. 
I was planet ſtruek at this Intelligence; it 
ſeemed to-portend the moſt diſagreeable events: 
my Priſey had never before taken à ſtep. of 
this ſort without acquainting me with it; ſhe- 
had done it now, evidently, to avoid my vi- 
ts: but of what could I complain? I had 
deſerted her firſt, and this was but x [mall [3 
part of what I merited: from her. I ſtood? 
motionleſs on the- ſpat; where. I bag heard 4 of © 
her departure for ome time, not well know DE: 
ing whither to go in purſuit of her —Afger- | 
naming over a catalogue of her acquaintance,. 325 
to find out a proper one to make enquirie es, of” ; 
about the fiſters, I ſet out, and called at a2 ; 
dozen. doors, without gaining adinittance; 264-70 
any. On going home again, L recolleget: i 
that it Was coneert- night, and probably 1 
{hbuld meet ſome one there who could dect 
* neee L dre id, dined, Lee. 5 


| "Bertie, 


Bed N Nr 3 


e 7 and — * . afterwards... On 


my going i in, the. firſt ap; I faw was Mig 
hom 1 had feen r with her 


ertie, whom 
"than ge of her other viſitors : this rivetted 
"me to her ſi "kde, "and. 1 ſoon. found an opportu- 
"nity of introducing a converſation about her 
Friend... * Were you not amazed, ” aſked my 
Companion, 60 at the ſuddenneſs of her quit- 
"ting town * "Without waiting to hear my 
Teply, ſhe, went on informing me of the re. 
marks that had been made on a retreat which 
Was totally unexpected; as, whatever incl» 
nation Mrs. Wentworth might have for ſoli- 
tude, it was generally ſuppoſed that Miſs 
Neville had reaſons for continuing in the 
"world —*« but you and ſhe have ſettled that 
de matter, 1 dare fay,” added. Miſs Bertie, 
- with a very fignificant look. -It required ſome 
dexterity to eome off here with a tolerable 
grace : mine failed me, and I was going to 
change my ſeat, when this proyoking enquirer | 
obliged me to keep it, by running on in the 
Lame ſtrain, << Come, come, Colonel, ſince 
c you don't care to give me a direct anſwer to 
that, I muſt infiſt, at leaſt, upon your tel- 
« ling me how to addreſs my letters to her; 


Be n to be aut of town when ſha 


© took 


\ 


any great advantage from my change, as E 


( 


« took her Aight; and have. not dare keen 
. 00 able to learn where ſhe is gone to.“ This 
quite diſconcerted me: I began to make ſome : 
excuſe for my ignorance, but ſtammered, 
and was ſo confuſed, that, not knowing what 
to make of me, ſhe called to Lord Carlton, 
who was ſtanding near her, to know he- 
ther there was any thing improper in What 

ſhe had ſaid. My Lord proteſted he could 
not ſee any impropriety in it, but, rugzing 
up his ſhoulders, obſerved, that lovers could 
not be too cautious in theſe days. I left her 
to the ſagacious peer, and flunk away from 
that part of the room, but without gaining 


could have no ſatisfaQory acedunt of my fſu⸗ 
gitives. Fatigued with the idle prate of thoſe 
who mentioned them, I would truſt no lon- 


ger to their furmiſes, but determined on vi- ; 


| fiting every place where I thought it likely 

they ſhould have concealed themfelves. 1 
did ſo, and after. the moſt unwearied dili- 
gence employed in the ſearch,. I am come 
back to Londen, diſpirited, and out of 
hopes of ever finding them. 


Such; ty , Is wan 


e ; without any reliſh for amuſements, | 
Sue 1 Ive 


1 * 
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* 
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00 154 ) 
THive in public; hear and ſee all that paſſes, 
without finding myſelf diſſipated enough to 
forget Miſs Neville, or entertained enough 
not t regret her. If infidelity was always 
thus ſeverely puniſhed, how ſeldom ſhould 
we hear of diſtreſſes nee by the PR 
or: perfidy of lovers! Li 
But I will not dn you fro th enjoy 
ment of Mrs. Walpole's company, ſo much 
more calculated to make you happy, than 
the lamentations of a correſpondent who has 
"not now a DE left, ſaving that of _ 
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WHEN. m we ft: property, my, dearaſt* 

Emma, e do not require the applauſe © 
of others to make us happy; a more certain 
voice than that of ſhouting multitudes ſpeaks 
to us: we feel the ſatisfaction of having per- 
formed our duty, and that compenſates or 
all the pain awe have endured in bringing out- 
. ſelves to do it.— Lou will agree to this, an 
IL make no doubt are ready to confeſs to- me, 
that your preſent felicity exceeds in greatneſs 
all your paſt woes. Who would deſire to 
purchaſe by a erime the gratification of any 
paſſion, when there ĩ is ſuch ne, in 9 
duing it? 

The death of Mr. Runes 1 42 
dreadful trial to you; but Heaven, in ſending 
us calamities, . is always ſo bountiful as to 
ſend conſolations with them. Your father s 
long illneſs muſt, in ſome degree, have re- 

DO H 6. e coneiled 
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whilſt his virtue 


ceonciled you to his releaſe ; 
would make you * in his future proſ- 
pets... 


I would not, in the firſt hours of aMiQion, 
offer to conſole you; that friend has very 
little ſenſibility, who pretends to oppoſe the 
dictates of nature in ſuch a caſe.—It is ra- 


ther by ſhowing that we can be as violently 
affected, that we ſhould endeavour to render 
the unfortunate ſenſible of the unfeemlineſs 


we are more ſtruck. 


of - immoderate grief; 


with the actions of others, than with our 


own: the tears of a friend divert our atten- 
tion from the object which had before en- 


groſſed it; and the diviſion once effected, 


ſorrow is ſoon. weakened: we find our ten- 
dernefs redoubled for the being who has wept 
with us, and forgetting the dead, we are en- 


| tirely taken up with him. who yet remains to 
Tighten our care by his ſympathy, Let the 
' firſt tranſports of any wretchedneſs once 
abate, and reſignation each minute gains new 
ſtrength. You, Emma, have cauſes for it, 
| which few have known Mou can reflect on 
baving, by your obedience, added joys to 
your father's laſt hours, and robbed Death of 
Bis borrors—you have repaid your obligations 
e . to 


L — 


TJ 
to the kindeſt of parents—and - your pious: 
care ſoftened the laſt ſtruggles. of expiring 
nature. — Will os; after Ne n ieh 
to eſcape you? a ny 
You owe to Mr. n as to EY 
tionate partner, the ſacrifice of this unavail- 
ing ſorrow : you are entruſted with his peace, 
as well as your on; and he may demand an 
account of it at your hands. Len of 
it then, my dear: 
It is incumbent on you to remove 155 . 
juice by a conduct which ſhall- how him, 
beyond a poſſibility of doubt, that he is dearer 
to you than any thing elſe in this world. 
Every thing which makes you careleſs about 
1 call it Grief, and dignify it by what 
name you will, is an offence: againſt the duty 
you owe him; and he may with reaſon ſuſpecrt 
your love. Whether the memory of your fſa- 
ther, or of any one beſides, interſeres with 
his right, he will be injured. Many people 
ridiculouſly confine the practice of virtue to 
ſome particular act. Thus, for example, 


the woman, who would not for the univerſe 

be unfaithful to her huſhand's bed, fancies 

herſelf perfectly chafte, though the tries to 

attract the inen «> every pretty fellow 
who . 


(a8) | 
| 0 comes in her way, lifens to the flattery; | 
"he beſtows on her, goes hotme, compares his. 
behaviour with her. lord and inafter's, whoſe 
notice ſhe has not been ambitious of attract 
ing ſome time probably: ſhe ſighs, at the dif- 
- ference,: then gros out of humour, repents 
of the choice ſhe! has made, calls herſelf un- 
: Happy 3 but ſtill plumes herſelf upon her u- 
fulliad virtue. Say, my friend, has ſhe much. 
: cauſe for this felf-approbation ? and is chaſ- 
tity con ned to barely refraining from abſo- 
— adultety ? Is not the wife obliged to be 
equally pure in thought as well as action 2 
and can che be called ſo who permits every. 
other to uſurp her huſband's place in her 
wandering imagination? Vou will not heſi- 
tate about this: remember then, Emma, that 
be who las ſo extenſive a claim in one point, 
has the ſame in all others. The chearleſs 
melancholy companion cannot expect to meet 
with the treatment which a more pleaſing one 
would da. Men, naturally inconſtant, are 
Won wearied with the dull office of hearing 
complaints, and of vainly trying to remove - 
them. Depend upon it, that if you do 
not make home agreeable to him, Mr. Wal- 


e will: never hold himſelf. obliged to be 
| there. 


Cong 


% 


there, I would not alarm you, but gr. 
you warning of a danger which you may yet 
ſhun. TI never apologiſe for ſpeaking thus to 
you ; friendſhip is my inſpirer, and you are 
too well convinced of the ſincerity of mine, 
to ſuſpect I am leſs than ever 

Your affectionate 

F. THORNTONe. 
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Ms. WALPOLE TO MISS THORNTON 


LETTER XXX» 


$PRING- PARK. 


Ir I a my Fanny, derogated from 
that high character which you might have © 
a in your friend, attribute my failure 
to the frailty of a woman, who, though wil- 
ling to be great, cannot all at once arrive at 
it; but truſt to my wllengneſs, and your ru- 
diments, for my proving in time equal to- 
your expectations: convinced by what you 
had taught me, Mr. Walpole ſhall ſee no 
more of my tears, nor ſhall you hear another 
- murmur from me. I ſhould indeed bleſs the 
Fates which gave me ſuch an huſband : he is 
all my father propheſied that I ſhould find 
him; indulgent to my follies, and partial to 
the ſmalleſt appearances of merit. He does 
not wait for me to expreſs a wiſh; but, 
watchful of every look, he prevents my re- 
queſt ; and before I have got words to ſpeak 
my wants, ay are 8 e b 


— 


i We 


„ 
We have been left wholly to ourſel ves ſince 
we came here: this affords us an opportunity 
of ſtudying each other's diſpoſitions, I am 
not very elair-voyante, but I hope to be enough 7 
ſo to find out how to pleaſe! him: wiſhing to 
do it will not always ſucceed, unleſs one un- 
derſtands how to ſet about it. OE 
Spring Park is - a ſine place; clegancs 7 
| breathes. around it. —Mr. Walpole's mother, 
who was daughter to Lord Rivers, and aunt 
to Lady Catharine Biſhop, was a woman of 
taſte; and not being quite happy, from han- 
ing married an humouriſt, ſhe! uſed; to find 
her chief amuſement in ornamenting her houſe 
and grounds with every embelliſhment which 
art could invent, and money purchaſe. This, 
And the forming of her children, who: were a 
ſon and two daughters, made time hang leſs 
heavy on her than could have been ſuppoſed,; 
as ſhe was not allowed to go much abroad, 
or to entertain a great deal of company at 
home, The loſs of her girls, who died 
within a year of each other, and the abſence 
of her fon, who had been ſent to ſchgol, 
ſhortened the life of this valuable woman. 
Mr. Walpole commemorates. her with the 
Uueſt . and * her ſo great a pre- 
| 3 


- 


tw) 
ference to his father, that there is ns danger 
of his eyer treading in his ſteps, for all what 
the giddy Kitty ſaid: his mother's early pre- 
7 _ have made a laſting impreſſion on him. 
On my arrival here, he carried me to the 
Apartment which ſhe uſed to occupy ; and 
giving me a bunch of keys; begged me to 
ateept of all 1 found in che cabinets which 
_ «thoſe would open. I have not ſo much cu- 
rioſity as is in general aſcribed to our ſex; 
but, after keeping the keys a- week without 
trying ary: of them, I began to ftar that it 
would ſeem like a diſregard to the preſent, if 
I did not look at it. I then opened the ca- 
HDinets, and was dazzled by the luſtre, and 
ſurpriſed at the quantity of jewels and trink- 
-ets which they contained : diamonds, rubies, 
ſapphires, and peafls, were fo thickly laid in 
+every drawer, that I could have fancied ſome. 
benevolent Fairy had paid me a viſit.” Ex- 
travagantly gaudy as female dreſs is at pre- 
ent, I have more finery than it Fo be. 
Poſſible for me to wear at once. | zin 
(© 8ome: days i after, enz übast 1 40 
brought me bank notes to the amount of an 
hundred pounds; telling me, he ſhould paß 
han _ ſum quarterly, that my wardrobe = 
* | | * 


K 


might” de proportioned to my caſkets.) Ot 
what conſequence do the moſt inſignificant 
gifts-appear, when preſented by the hand of 
an amiable giver | The glare of jewels, the 
tinſel of cloaths, never until now had; at- 
tractions for me; but, beſtawed by my hul- 
band, they are precious to me. What a bac 
beart ſhould I have, if it remained inſenſible. 
to ſuch kindneſs l My dear Fanny, your 


Emma feels all that gratitude od eſteem Ig 181 
duire; and are not thoſe the TEE belt ent- ; 


ments of the heart 22). 

I found feveral of the tomeſticks Hem. — 
bad lired with the late owners. The houſe- 
keeper, an elderly. ſedate perſon, for whom 

Lady Bel had an uncommon regard, was re- 


commended to my notice by Mr. Walpole as 


ſuch: ſhe has lived above twenty years at the 


Park, and ſeems very proper for the place 


which ſhe fills. 


The ſteward too has been long in the fa | F 


mily, and received a very high encomium ' 
from his maſter on being introduced to me. 
But of all the ancients, none pleaſed me more 


than a venerable, grey- headed gardener, who 


remembers three generations fince he came 


to live here z but tald me he * he ſhould 
22114 LD _ not. 


( 164) 
not ſurvive the fourth, as we looked better 
"diſpoſed to be happy than moſt of thoſe be 
had known, There is a ſimplicity and hear- 
tineſs in him that charms me prodigiouſly-; 
and to preſerve: the partiality which his firft 
addreſs created in me, he conſtantly culls the 
choiĩceſt productions of his hot-houſe and 
green-houfe, to adorn my room at this time, 
when 250 garden does not * one . 
8 14 oÞ 8 
My own Wilſon ſtill ſerves me in her for- 
mer capacity.— And thus you have a full ac- 
ce count of my houſhold, which is ſettled much 
to the ſatisfaRion ER 
FX FELT "WR very afeRionate- 
l | EMNπ] WALPOLE.” 
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LETTER. XxxI. 


(DRYTON-STRERT, . 

Pas AY. ins my «Hope: Mrs. Walpole, how. 

you contrive to paſs your time, at this 
| dreary ſeaſon, ſecluded from all · that's gay? 1 
can form no gueſs at your amuſements, You. 
and Walpele may ſupport converſation as 
well as any two in the univerſe; but the moſt 
.ingenious will ſometimes be at a loſs for new 
ſubjects, when there is no change of ſcene, I 
oan fancy you making the juſteſt remarks, 


and diſcuſſing the moſt .knotty points with 
great fluency | in fine, never at a ſtand for 
words, when objects preſent themſelves —— > 

but there's the rub-! thoſe objects are ſo few, 

and never diverſified : ſo that unleſs you re- 

peat the ſame.thing over and over, you cannot 
talk! Even in this conſtant ſucceſſion of 
new faces, new anecdotes, and new enter-=, 
tainments, I now and then complain of a want 

af variety: what then ſhould I do if confined, 


do 


ASS BISHOP ro MRS. WALPOLE: | 
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to one houſe, one companion? -I ſhould 
place myſelf in the chimney- corner, count tho 
dull hours as they owly rolled, imagine I ſaw 
the figures of men and beaſts in the fire, then 
nod over the drowſy thoughts zen ſuch an 

exiſtence would inſpire . 

Vour friends hear with aſtoniſhment of 
your remaining the whole winter in the coun- 
tty: nobody can account for fo ſtrange 3 
whim. The ladies peſter me with enquiries 
about Walpole : When may we expect to 
““ ſee him? Whatis the reaſon of his not be- 
ess ing already in town?” I tell chem that he 
follows your inclination in this, as he is is 
ty bound to do in every thing: and 1 
thought, as they knew he was married, this. 
would have ſatisfied them! but J find it does 
not in this polite age; wedlock does not lay 
any reſtraiat on the parties engaged in it. Let 
your huſband chen come and ſpeak for him- 
ſelf. I can inform him, that though he has 
committed ſuch a ſaux-pas i in gallantry, as that 
of making a love- match, his good- natured 
admirers will not diſcard kim, unleſs he ſhould 
be hardy enough to juſtify his fault, by per- 
ſevering i in it to the neglect of all his quondam- 
farourites,—Let him look to that; ſuch a - 


the 
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from ſhining in the beau: monde as you ought 
to do. Half a ſcore of :the-beft-bred flirts in 
town wait your coming, to inliſt yu in the 
roll of Fame. Lou married dames are the 
only ones who can pretend to be diſtinguiſhed 
by men of tene they never intrigue with any 
other, under forfeiture of the character it coſts 
them ſs much to accompliſh. The man of 
higheſt faſhion ehuſes the wife af his friend: 
but, ſhould he be ſo deſtitute as not to find 
one creature who can be called ſoj he then ata 
taches himſelf to ſome woman noted for her 
prudence, or ene whoſe help-mate will be 
molt apt to feel the loſs of her affection; an 
when he has tarniſhed her reputation, the af, 
fair makes an eclat: allegations are brought 
againſt her in Doctor's Commons; witneſſes 
appꝛar, counſellors plead; and if recrimination 
does not ſtop it, a divorce enſues; Mhen the 
lady's family bribes the gallant to make her an 
honeſt woman again, as the vulgar judioĩouſly 
term it, by taking her, covered as ſne is with 
ignominy and vice, to be his wife, and 
thereby allowing a plurality of huſbands, 


n 3 Sia gs 2,4 
we 


- We girls; who have not been admitted into 


the honourable order, are looked upon as mere 
blanks in fociety, and are left to the infipids, 
who chuſe to perpetuate their names in a law - 
ful way, and to increaſe the pleaſures of the 
elegant eee the num- 
a tb 
If after knowing this- you are not difling 6 
of appearing on the grand theatre of life, I 
give you up as a woman of no taſte, and 
muſt diſown all intimacy with .you—you 
muſt be contented with being my mother's 
friend ; for I cannot entirely abandon all pre- 
tenſions to being a modern {you who are pro- 
vided for, may follow the Antediluvian ſyſ- 
tem; but the bare ſuſpicion of ſuch a crime 
would ruin my fortune in the world. 
Thus, in a conciſe manner, I have diſcloſed 
to you, both the chief myſteries of genteel 
- life: if you flight them, the fault lies at your 


door, and your puniſhment will be to be to- 

tally forgotten by the 8275 e the us 
1 N ene 
Is there not . virtue in thus devoting ſo 
much time to country couſins, when every mi- 
- Bute may be ſo charmingly employed? Gra- 
"= though, — is amongſt the old- 


faſh ioned 


faſhioned qualities; and as you will be ſenſi- 
ble of the favour, I will not dwell upon it, re- 
taining ill a few nurſery-notions ; among 
others, that of not exacting from thoſe wha 
ate ſo willing to give all due praiſe to 
CATHARINE B16K0Þs 
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AY what you will, my dear Miſs Biſhop, I 
ſhall not believe you incapable of enjoying 

the ſame content I do, in my ſituation: it 
does mighty well to deſcribe the pleaſures of a 
town life; but tell me, whether, amidſt the 
moſt enlivening of them, your heart is fa ſa- 
tisfied, as not to wander ſometimes from the 
place of entertainment, in ſearch of ſome new 
joy not to be found there? You own that 
vou complain of a want of variety now and 
then: the happy never complain, Kitty, 1 
wiſh for no change, for the preſent gives me 
all-I deſire. I am willing te be ſtupid, if by 
ſtupidity I obtain happineſs : the means are 
harmleſs; the end, whatever one purſues, 
| though not always with ſuch ſucceſs. a 
The friendſhip of Lady Catharine would 
be all I ſhould cavet, did I think you the 
creature you would paſs far; but I am ac- 
e 


mf. 
quainted with you, and therefore claim ydur 
eſteem alſo. You are too wiſe, my dear girl, 
to be amuſed by folly ; and too Virtuous not 
to abhor viee, however exalted by rank, or 
diſguiſed by mode. Pleaſure enchants you 
for a while, but it never makes you leſs ami- 
able: your vivacity diffuſes an innocent joy, 
which does not deprave your heart, I have 
ſeen you entering a public place in the highelf- 
ſpirits; yet ſtop, and ſhow evident ſigns of 
ſenſibility for the beggar who has craved your 5 
charity, and imparted his piteous ſtory to you; 
and had it not been in your power to have re- 
lieved him, you would have felt no raptures 
from the amuſement, you were, going to. Da 
not then, my good couſin, imagine you can 
impoſe upon me by your r ou 
would deſpiſe the admiration of the gay, if 
you were not ſure of having the approbation 
of the good with it. | i 
How unmercifully do you deal your ſatire 
on the looſe wives of our age, and on the con- 
temptible wretches who make them ſuch? 
They merit all your ſeverity, and much more; 
for to difcountenance vice is the firſt ſtep to- 
wards a reformation : but let us not confound 
che innocent with the guilty, and brand the 
| 14% ĩ vn 
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whole Nate of matrimony with. infamy, be. 
cauſe ſome have defiled it by their licentiouf- 
meſs. The great world contains many cou- 
-ples who do honour to it ; and wives are ſtil 
to be ſeen, who would have ſhone in the pu- 
weſt times. The firſt female in the kingdom 
ãs abright pattern of every domeſtic excellence, 
and her example is followed by numbers of 
the faireſt and nobleſt: among theſe we count 
a Portland, a Mancheſter, a Buccleugh, a 
Thanet, an Abingdon, more than one Spen- 
Fer, a Delaware, a Torrington, a Wenman, 
and innumerable others, whoſe: beauty adds the 
higheſt luſtre to their prudence, and whe 
anight ſave this age from the cenſures caſt up- 
on it by thoſe moroſe moraliſts who are for 
ever exclaiming againſt it. Generous 
minds are led to excel by emulation; and I 
Mould think it more to-the purpoſe, to ſet be- 
Fore a pupil of mine a finiſhed character in 
real life, for her to copy, than to perſuade her 
mo ſuch exiſted. Vice will be more abomina- 
ted if it is not ſuppoſed to be ſo common: 
therefore thoſe ſatiriſts, who are ſo fond of ex- 
| poſing it to the light, ſeldom gain any benefit 
by it, except that of gratifying their own 
. . But 1 fatigue you, my 

. lively 
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lively friend, by precepts which you king no- 
need of, ſince you may be claſſed. amongſt⸗ 


the virtuous and the charming, whenever a. 


youth, as deſerving as my Walpole, ſhall per- 
ſuade you, to enter into that ſet which yow. 
have affected to condemn : when you have- 

done that, he will teach you how to paſs the- - 
gloomieſt ſeaſon in the country, or any where, 
without once regretting thoſe “ vanities that 
& tire,” and. do not leave one pleaſing trace- 
in the ſoul. The dull chimney corner will be 
the moſt agreeable place in the world to you,. 
when you have a companion who can * 


you. has happy as is ee 
Vous © om e e Huh 
Emma WALPOLE. 
it F 
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On 


D 2 nat, my 1 e * the 
ſentiments which Mr. Walpole's behas 
nique wt neceſſarily produce in a ſoul ſo. 
grateful as yours is. I ſhall, not diſpute with 
you on the ſignification of words; we may 
differ only in our interpretation of them: 
your eſteem is, I dare believe, all that it 
ſhould be, and means as much as my warmer 
expreſion would do. Let it increaſe' then 
hourly, and be as bleſt as his worth noe moe 
own can make you. 
Could I have predicted, my ery with 7 
h firſt I came home, that I ſhould have been fo 
reconciled to my ſituation here, I ſhould ne- 
ver have lamented to you our not having a 
Walpole in our neighbourhood. Do you con- 
clude that ufe alone has wrought this altera- 
tion, and that I am one of thoſe weeds that 
take root and flouriſh in every ſoil, without 


requiring any more culture, only time to ve- 
getate ? 


＋ 


- 


| . 


1 | 
getate C Be undeceived,. nor think me of ſo 
eaſy a diſpoſition; I ſhould have withered in 
the Grove, had it not been changed, by the 
power of a young .. into the n Me 

paradifes 
Sir Charles Noel has been. the\ ne hy 
| who has thus unexpectedly improved the 
place: or rather my eyes have been the ſpellz. 
which having drawn-him. here; the reſt fol- 
lowed of courſe but it is not very intereſting: 
to know how, unleſs you know. What has 
been the change. ——Atter he had been ſeve- 
kal times in company with me, he was-pleaſed* 
to ſay, he conld not Jive without me; and 
though I did not take this declaration in its 
literal ſenſe,'' few men having died for love 
yet, to avoid all danger of ſuch an actidentz. 3 
]. graciouſly. conſented- to his making propo- 
ſals in a more common ſenſe flyle to my unele: 
thoſe were too advantageous not to- gain him 
over to his intereſt. Matters being thus rea- 
dily adjuſted, IJ am in a fair way of a 
ſoon among the chaperonnes., 
In the interim, the preſence of a. Nai. 
agreeable in his perſon, polite in his beha- 
viour, and chearful in his temper, gives a 
new. appearance. to every object about me; 
s | i * x 
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and the days glide away in an Cy 


manner. 


I am not the only deb 1 experiences 


the] joys of this ſtate; my aunt is enraptured, 


and actually admires Sir Charles more than 1 
do: I might be jealous of her raptures, did 
they not ariſe from the thought of ſeeing me 


ſo well ſettled. I am exceedingly ſenſible of 
her goodneſs to me; but I cannot help being 


now and then a little petulant with her; for 


* the is in one conſtant fidget from morn to 


even. Such a bu/ller T never met with be- 
fore : every article muſt be finiſhed as ſoon as 
jt is mentioned. Her friend Noel encourages 
her in this; and I ſhould'be hurried 'out of 
my wits between them, -did not my cautious 


uncle interfere. He will have every point ſe- 


cured, before we are married; and this gives 


ſome check to the haſte of the others. 


I was not alittle pleaſed with one trait in 
Sir Charles's character, which came to my 


knowledge without his: when the ſettlements 


5 


came on the tapis, Mr. Bridges, though on- 
ly connected with me by marrying my mo- 


ther's ſiſter, offered to make a large addition 


to my fortune, which my diſintereſted lover 
Would not * of; but wiſhing to ſerve the 
ö your 


(17 m) 
young gentleman who is to ſucceed” to the- 
eſtate, he begged that he might be the better 
for his refufal. He is a very diſtant relation 
of my uncle's, and has never been noticed 
by him; owing, 1 am afraid, to his having 
been the next in the entail. Men never cor- 
diaſly love their heirs; the very worthieſt of 
them do not look kindly on thoſe who are to 
ſupply their places. If it be natural not to 
do fo, it is a terrible blot to humanity, ſince 
it muſt proceed from their knowing they were 
themſelves impatient to ſupplant their prede- 
ceſſors; and ſuſpicion is the certain conſe- 
quence, and which muſt make their heirs 
diſpleaſing to them. I am loth to believe 
this diſlike then to be ſo natural. I hate 
erery idea which leſſens my on ſpecies in 
my eſteem.: To increaſe philanthropy is to 
increaſe our happineſs; wherefore then de- 
grade the beings who are to adminiſter to 
our pleaſures, by ſuppoſing human nature ca- 
pable of ſuch horrible crimes, and fix a cauſe 
for this, which may be a caſual cireum- 
ſtance. _ 

My uncle, unable to reſiſt ſuch a pleader, 
immediately conſented to it, and has already 


ſent four thouſand . oth to young Mr. 


n 


1 Bridges—a benefaction that does him more 
| credit than fifty times that ſum at his death 
: to keep up the ſplendour: of the. family: he 
| has alſo written to invite him to the Grove; 
and is charmed with the friend who put him 
in mind of doing ſuch good actions. We 
have often agreed, my dear Emma, that the 
pleaſures of generoſity are more ſenſibly felt 

than any others. Ladd too, that its rewards 
are more liberally, beſtowed than any others; 
For every body joins in doing juſtice ta Sir 
Cuharles's merit on this occaſion : Mr. Bridges 
declares that he ſhall not loſe by this dona- 
tion: my aunt, with tears in her eyes from 
exceſs of. joy, calls him the beſt. of his ſex 3 

then congratulates me on my conqueſt .... 
Lou can have no notion of any creature 
balf ſo fidgeting as ſhe is; ſhe has been at 
leaſt half a dozen times in my room ſince I. 
began this letter, to.aſk. what filks, what 
laces, what ornaments, I would chuſe to 
bave ? Juſt what you pleaſe, my dear ma- 

dam, has been my uſual reply: but this does 
not do; I have had whole cargoes of different 
patterns brought me, and have been forced 

to fix on an hundred things, whether I would 
. not. — I hear her coming again: what's 
5 * i 0 now 
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— done, I wonder? . . It was 
only to inform me, that Sir Charles was be- 
Joy: finding I did not lay down my pen, ſue 
expreſſed her ſurpriſe at my being ſo com- 
poſed; obſerving, that if I was left to my- 
ſelf, the match would not be brought to a 
concluſion theſe ſeven years: ſo ſaying, away 
fie trudged, and was down ſtairs in a few - 
minutes, that my lover might not be alone 
until Lmade my appearance. —I go, my Em- 
ma, to prevent the good ſouls from growing 
quite impatient but I muſt make him learn 
ſome of my compoſure, (as my aunt calls it) 
in time, that I may not he ae Al N life, 
long with. a 55 Hl. 
A1 continue Fug We: me, even. af ter I: 
aff vs 2:5) Frauen, Taonnren- 
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MRS. 'WALPOLE TO MISS THORNTON. | 
LETTER XXXIV. 


SPRING rat. 


10 one, my ſweet Fanny, more truly 
rejoices in your flattering proſpects, than 
your Emma, who more than any other WAP 
your deſerts. _ 

Mr. Walpole is oquainted with your Sir 
Charles, and ſpeaks of him as you do; he 
remembers him at the Univerſity, and after- 
wards met with him at Turin. Every body 
muſt approve of the partiality you feel for 
bim. I am not leſs earneſt than Mrs. Bridges 
to have you Lady Noel, though not quite ſo- 
violent in my manner of expreſſing myſelf 
about it. You need not, I think, deſire to: 
know more of his character than the inſtance 
you mention ſhows: he muſt have an excel- 
lent one who can act ſuch a part; and do 
not you, by unneceſſary delays, give him 
room to accuſe you of not ſetting a proper 
value on it. . | 


We 


tw) 


We have had a viſitor with us for ſome 
days, a Mrs. Bromley, who was a ward of 
the late Mr. Walpole's : ſhe wrote to my 
huſband a few weeks ago, and intimated her 
wiſh of being acquainted with me, as her long 
reſidence in the family gave her a ſort of 
claim to all thoſe who belong to it, He gave 
me her letter to anſwer : I begged to fee her 
at Spring Park, whenever it ſhould he con- 
venient to her to honour us with her. com- 
pany. I told him whit I had done: he did 
not ſeem diſpleaſed, but received her with 
great civility when ſhe arrived. She is a fine 
looking woman, and affects to have a Vaſt 
deal of hauteur : I ſay Miet; ; for when ſhe 
is off her guard; there is more of levity 
than haughtineſs in her manner. Mr. Wal- 
pole is frequently put out of humour by the 
familiarity of her addreſs to him; yet this 
may be only the effect of her intimscy wit 
him in his earlieſt years: but this is no ex- 
cuſe with him, who is ſo very nice in regard 
to the conduct of women. | | 
She is a widow, has two OP is not 
likely to break her heart about the loſs of her 
ſpouſe, who, ſhe informs me, was a ſtrange 
unpoliſned wretch, that knew nothing of the 
world, 


cm) 


world, yet fancied himſelf better verſed in- 
| the ways of it than any one: ſhe lived eight 
years with bim, and had reaſon to repent of 
her haſte in taking him, during every hour 
of that time — but he is gone; and the next 
who enſlaves her, muſt have rare perfections 
indeed. Theſe are her own expreſſions: 
but I am miſtaken, Fanny, if ſhe really has 
ſuch an objection to the ſtate ſhe rails at; for 
ſue is not a little deſirous of drawing the at- 
tention of the men on her. She declares 
« Walpole has grown the ſtupideſt animal on 
60 earth ſince he married! She remembers 
« when his gallantry was as univerſal, as it 
« vas pleaſing but matrimony, is the bane 
c of all that's agreeable.” He hears this with. 
an half-ſmile, which ſhows more of contempt 
than applauſe. He told me this morning, 
that he hoped ſhe meant to leave us ſoon, for. 
he was heartily tired of her. „ 
I am the moſt charming of creatures with. 
her: my looks are conſulted upon every oc- 
caſion; my dreſs is commended, my perſon. 
extolled, and my wit (this. is a new diſco- 
very I) ſurpaſſes all that ever was heard: I 
have but one failing, and that is being too 
gentle, I ould laugh more than I do, when. 
ſhe - 
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me is running on thus, if I did not perceive 
Mr. Walpole grow grave as ſoon as I begin 
to attend to what ſhe ſays. I have found out, 
my dear friend, that he is paſſionate to a 
great degree, though he is always ſo tender of 
me, as to become calm the moment I ap» 
pear; but I ſhould. be loth to be the perſon 
therefore very careful of not doing any thing 
to diſpleaſe him. I wiſh with him, that Mrs. 
Bromley had left us, leſt her being here 
ſhould make home diſagreeable to him: he 
has lately been more ſilent, and much graver, 
than he uſed to be: he is continually on 
horſe-back, or crolling about the grounds, 
under pretence of enjoying the newly- re- 
turned ſun. But I am not to be impoſed 
upon by this; I know that he quits the houſe, 
| becauſe. he does not like the company in it. 
As I dare not tell him what 1 think, 7 pre- 
tend not ta take any notice of his frequent 
abſence; he might perhaps ſuppoſe I intended 
to reproach him for it, and I am ſure he will 


not bear that. This chattering widow. was | 33 


yeſterday, after dinner, ſpeaking as uſuak.of 
ber huſband in a very diſreſpectful ſty le 
% Why the deyil did you. marry him!“ cried 


* ah © 
er 
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de. Becauſe, ſaid the other, I was aihg- 
pointed in the man Thad loved looking ſted- 
faſtly at him. You loved !” anſwered he 
with a ſneer, that word is oftener miſap- 
e plied than any other: every one talks of 
loving; few know what it is. A woman 
©* feels a preference for a man's fortune, be- 
a cauſe it is conſiderable; for his title, be- 
tc cauſe it would ſatisfy her ambition: he of- 
<< fers them to her, and they are accepted, 
* for fhe is in love with bim.“ She would 
have continued the ſubject, but he aroſe, and 
taking up a book, walked out. When he 
8 was gone, Good Heavens ]“ exclaimed ſhe, 
I ec hat a vile opinion has he got of us ! Cer- 
* tainly he has met with ſome very mercenary 
te woman, who has given. hiorreaſon to ſpeak. 
= & thus of us. 
| II did not care to enter into any particular, 
| . 


converſation with her, and propoſed going to 
my harpſichord, at which I fat till tea was 
ready, and Mr. Walpole had joined us. Mrs. 
Bromley, ſoftened by muſic, or intimidated , 

"ME by the ſeriouſneſs of his countenance, was 
ZH more reſerved, and better behaved, than uſual. 

| 25 Adieu! my deareſt, 

„ Yours ever, ENA WALPOLE... 
8 rn 1 
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un WALPOLE To colour urronet 


LET TBR XXI. 


7H 0 to you Sad Parts BY aint 
to viſit us? No other than that imper- 
tinent Mrs. Bromley, who, when ſhe could 
not enſuare me, made ſuch furious attacks 
upon my father, and was actually on the eve 
of becoming my mother-in-law, when death 
ſnatched from her her intended. Upon the 
ſtrength of this (which ſhe fancies I never 
knew) and her having been a ward of his, ſne 
imagines herſelf connected with the family, 
and wrote to deſire I would introduce her to 
Mrs. Walpole. I had no deſign of taking 
any notice of this requeſt; but happening to 
give Emma the letter, ſhe, in great polite- 
neſs, ſent her a preſſing invitation. When E 
found the deed was done, I would not preju- 
dice my wife againſt her, by'relating all the 
pranks ſhe had played to get poſſeſſion of my 
eſtate ; but chatitably hoped, that eight or 
nine l made ſome improvement in her 
4 * | | 3 
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principles She came, to prove my errors 
er inceſſant clack broke the heart of 
that poor dolt her huſband, who fell in- love 

with her at the play, and married her ten 

2 days after their firſt meeting, without know- 
ing any thing more of her than that ſhe had 

a pretty face,” and a tolerable fortune, She 

don taught him, to his coſt, that a terma- 

gant ſpirit might be concealed in ſmiles and 

dimples: he ſunk under her violence after 2 

ſew years, and left her guardian to his chile 

dren (he durſt not refuſe to do it:) ſhe has 

the ſole management of the fortune, until hes 

eldeſt ſon comes of age. This may induce 

ſome indigent fellow to tie himſelf for life to 

her, and make him regret his poverty and 

peace in the midſt of riches: thus may every 

man be puniſſied, who, in marrying, 18 

guided by ſuch fordid motives Emma knew 

| not what to make of her: at firſt ſhe was the 
| + high-flown dame,” hardly condeſcending” to 
look down on any ſmaller mortal: all was 
awful and ſublime. +I was pleaſed at the 
Change: but finding that did not ſucceed, ſhe 

| relaxed her rigor: and ſuch languiſhments, 
= ſuch advances followed, that it required all 
. Did I not always 
e 8 
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Fay, Sutton, ſhe Was what 1 will not 
Vyrite, though you have often heard me ſpeale 
it, when your good - natured ſoul has been 
inclined to pity, her, and to call me cenſo⸗ 
rious; you will never do ſo again, when I 
have related a ſcene to you which paſſed ſome. 
days after ſhe came. My innocent Emma, 
who. is as unſuſpicious as ſhe, is ignorant of 
art, would frequently leave me tite a tite with 
Mrs, Bromley. * this ſituation, there are. 
ſome women who expect to be particularly 
noticed : ſhe was one 3 but I ſhould not have 
been aware of it, if ſhe had not, in a very 
different tone of voice op what I. had ever 
heard from her, ſaid, “ Mrs. Walpole is a 
very lucky woman.“ —I am glad you think 
ſo fixing my eyes on hers, to ſind out what 
e alluded to- I was: not vein enough to 
detect her. immediately; but ſhe determined 
not ta let me eſcape in ignorance.— 
<« Without fortune, without knowledge of 
te the world, to conquer a heart like yours 
* but. ſhe does not appear very ſenſible. of 
eber happineſs,” —Q, . replied. I, When 3 
- woman once endeavours to leſſen a wife in her 
buſband's opinion, ſhe fairly confeſſes hexſelf 
jealous —* J hauld nerer have thought. of 
_ 4 bas 
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. that, „ faid ſhe, putting up wa lip as ĩm 
diſdain, « 1 did not mean to depreciate Mrs. 
el Wal pole by mentioning her inſenſibility: 2 
& it is the fault of nature, not her's: ſhe is. 
ct extremely amiable; but there is a coldneſs 
< in her, which I never yet found in any 
« perſon of her age.” —I began to grow an- 
gry—ſhe took ſuch pains to pacify me, that I 
ſoon loſt my ill- humour; but her words made 
4 deep impreſſion on me, and [ reſolved to 
watch Emma's looks more narrowly than ever 
1 had done. When ſhe came back to us, I 
ſeated myſelf by her, and taking up her. 
work, I began to aſk a number of queſtions: 
about it: , not imagining that I really | 
aſked to gain information, made me ſome 
vague anſwers, and turned to Mrs. Bromley,. 
with whom ſhe continued to talk on ſome 
very trifling fubjet. 1 changed my place: 
and ſhe ſeemed totally inattentive to me: I 
gepeated to myſe}f —There is more coldneſs 
in her than ever J found in any perſon of her- 
age.—A ſecond repetition of it confirmed the- 
obſervation, and my ſullenneſs roſe in pro- 
portion. Mrs. Bromley left us, to go to 
dreſs: I ſtill remained ſilent: Emma looked 
nen as if ſhe wondered a did not ſpeak ; 
ihe: 


; 
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Jhe aroſe, and, and coming towards me, ſaid, 
in the moſt melting accents, © Are you not 
well, Sir?” laying her white hand on my 


forehead as I leaned back in my chair. The 
iir prejudiced me ſtrongly againſt her en- 


-quiry, and I muttered. out, Yes, Aan; 
what ſhould ail me? 


<« Nay then you are angry, my dear Mr, 
<c Walpole,” ſaid ſhe in a tremulous voice. 
Have you done any thing to make me fo? 
Not that 1 know of, he anſwered the, 
withdrawing her hand, as if afraid. 1 


Then you muſt think me extremely capti⸗ 


oious to take offence without cauſe. $ 1 I n. 
< deed I don't,” cried the dear girl eagerly : 
<« it is very poſſible for me to have acted 


4c wrong, without being ſenſible of it; but 
& if you will tell me what I have done, I 


< ſhall be obliged to you;” ſeating herſelf 
on my knee, and reclining on me. There 
was no withſtanding ſuch a gentle apologiſt 
I encircled her with my arms, and-bid her 
continue to act as ſhe had done always, and 


it would be impoſſible to find fault with her. ä : 
She was ſtill in this ſituation when Mrs, 
| Bromley returned from her toilet: ſhe 921 


back, as if amazed at ſeeing her thus, an 
ps 8 n 


* 
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. in an affected ming; te What ah th 
cc unfaſhionable pair!“ Emma would 5 
| diſengaged herſelf from me; but, as T choſe 
to prove how unjuſtly ſhe had been accuſed, 
1 held her in my lap. : the told me ſhe Au 
to dreſs—dinner would ſoon be ſerved, Took- 
ing at her watch, I was not deſirous of hav- 
ing another converſation with the widow, 
| therefore defired my wife would not Change | 
her cloaths that day, as I thought an  widreſs * 


moſt becoming to ſome women. — * Mrs. 
« Bromley then,“ ſaid ſhe, cc will forgive me, 
c] hope, ſince I have ſo Wk a reaſon for 
| « not being finer than 1 am.“ O Ma'am,” 

replied the aſtoniſhed lady, © 1 ſhould 5 
« yery ſorry if I, was the iſe of. your not 
ec conſulting your ' huſband's taſte—he muſt 


<< be _ beſt Judge of what is moſt becom : 

« j ing.” 
The flattery contained i in this Werth. did 
not reconcile me to her; 1 felt myſelf ſtiff 
and formal, whenever I was to ſpeak to her ; 
and prone to contradict her, let her advance 
what ſhe would. She quickly gueſſed that 
her inſi nuation had been dif; pleaſing to me, and 
in the courſe of the day ſhe hinted, in very 


rie terms, that the ſource of her unhappi- 
| nels 
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neſs in marriage had been a diſappointment in 
love, endeavouring that her eyes ſhould ſpeak 
ſtall plainer than her tongue, when ſhe fajd 
this,—I ſpent as little of my time as poſſible 
with her after this; for the woman who for- 
gets the delicacy belbnging to her ſex, is of 
all beings the groſſeſt. But ſhe has left us, 
and we are again completely happy. 
Three or four months have made a gre 
change in our ſcene: ſpring has renewed our 
verdure, and repeopled our neighbourhood. 
Variety has ſome charms ; yet, faith, I think 
we were full as comfortable when left to our- 
ſelves, as we are now.—Y ou will doubt this, 
Colonel—l can't help that—your incredulity 
be your puniſhment—you are not bleſſed with 
an Emma, or you would not refuſe to credit 
me.—— But come and ſee how we go on: 


mia . longs to be acquainted with you 

and I am e ſincerely 

| Fours: 25566] ö 
WILLIAM WALPOLE, | be 
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, LETTER xxxvl. 


BON D-sT Anne 


MMEN D me to the man who vaunts 

his nicety, with ſo little opportunity of 
en it proved Do you fancy, my dear 
Walpole, that 1 ſhall be greatly edified by 
your reſiſting the attacks of Mrs. Bromley ? 
2 way Far from it, Iam rather ſurpriſed to find 
you paying ſo much regard to her, as to be 
affected by any obſervation of hers : but this 
is the way; we liſten to the opinions of others 
*till we inſenſibly imbibe them, and without 
knowing it we adopt ſentiments contrary to 
our own, and are not always amended by the 
Change. I have ſeen the bold hit-or-miſs re 
mat ks of a fool, from a certain manner in de- 
hvering them, ſtagger the wiſdom of a phi- 
loſopher, who, not being prepared to confute 
chem, has been obliged to yield to impudence. 

- Here truth has been ſacrificed to violence 
but when the words ſuit any particular foible, 


* 
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an ideot may lead the wiſeſt man wid ever 
lived. Your natural temper being inelined- to | 
diſquietude, readi] y. caught at Mrs. Bromley! - 
hint: I queſtion even whether -you were not 
obliged to her for furniſhing you with an e 
cuſe for being diſlatisfied, I tall of you as: 

of mankind in general: every one has ſome” = 
ruling weakneſs ; and thoſe who flatter it, be 
come agreeable to us, without any other re- 
commendation. Vou coufeſs-yourlelfiout-of 
humor, when ſhe firſt ſpoke. of the coldaeſs..of. 
Mrs., Walpole; yet a few. civil. words from 
ber, ſeaſoned to the palate of your ſelf : loye, 
appeaſed you: though, not a long time 
after, it required all imaginable condeſcen- 
ſion in your Emma to make you tolerably- 
patient when ſhe; addreſſed herſeff to you; 
yet there is not the leaſt doubt of your loving 
her. Strange inconſiſtency ] but ſo it contin» 
ually happens, that thoſe we are moſt attached 
to, are made moſt unhappy by our whims. 


Do not call this the conſequence of the paſ- 
ſions: Nature neyer gave birth to ſo mon ſtrous 
a production; her dictates are miſtaken by her 
vitiated ſons. Love was intended to bleſs us, 
and not to be a ſource of endleſs miſchief: 


when we abuſe the means of happineſs, we 
Voß. I. & - are 
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* aceuftly curſed by feeling the effects of bur 


#mprudence. Do not you, my friend, like me, 
rtepent, hen too late, of not knowing your 
Own dntereſt. I am concerned to hear your 


account of that ſcene; it was drawing your- 
ſelf into an unpleaſant dilemma for no end.— 
What if Mrs. Walpole, unconſcious as the 
was, had choſen to have gone up to drefs be- 
tore Mrs. Bromley did it, from thence had 
come donn to dinner without giving you an 
opportunity of playing off your airs, or of com- 
ang to any explanation about your ſullineſi, 
how many pangs would you have ſuftered 
without the leaft 'neceflity ! Vou truſted te 
the gentleneſs of your wife's temper : beware, 
Walpole, of being ſo ungenerous, as to impoſe | 
on an amiable woman, becauſe you think ſhe MM, 
will not reſent it, or of ſouring your own diſ- 
poſition by imaginary affronts—the real evils 
Are juſt as many iti oa could bear in this 
Ae... 
I am in a teſty mood, you n think, When 
I find fault with more of your laſt letter; but 
there is 2 paragraph which I cannot paſs over 
without criticiſm— You ſay © there are ſome 
* womenawho expect particular notice. When 
chance throws them into a tete d tete with 2 


man, 
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man, it is, I am ſorry to ſay, a maxim with 
too many of us, to make the moſt of ſuch op- 
portunities; nor have we always ſagacity 
enough to find out whether or no it will be 
pleaſing to our companions. You pretend 
that Mrs. Bromley expected your notice: I 
deny that you could be ſure of that at firſt, 
though the event proved her to be one of thoſe 
who did ; but in this cafe, as we all do in moſt 
others, you judged from conſequences, and 
could not have been authoriſed to have taken 
any liberties with her until ſhie had given you 
encouragement; dut upon bare preſumption yoa 
proceeded, Conjectures of this kind are too 
apt to be erroneous; and I would rather _ 
appoint an hundred wantons, than raiſe a 
bluſh in the cheek of one modeſt woman. - 


I believe E-ftratt ſ6on be with you, 2 Eg 


tired of eyery thing here, and ſhall be glad to 
find a region where the inhabitants are happy 
enough to be envious, _ s/he not to 
de ene ten? * | 

. Yours ever, 


GEORGE: SurToM. 
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8s THORNTON TO MRS. WALPOLE. 
F ELSE 15 W n md Be 
[2.4 R KEN XxXWMI, 


| rue GROVE», 
1% Should * 1. little faith indeed, my friend, 
if I did not believe you ſympathiſed very 
Kncerely in all my concerns: I have never yet 
known the feeling heart of my Emma indif- 
gereat to the agitations of any being, much 
defs of one who has been always bleſſed with 
her friendſhip, and who in return has never 
formed a wiſh for happineſs in which ſhe has 
mot been included, —— This knowledge of 
Four ſentiments makes me, in writing to you, 
dwell on. many circumſtances * but to ſe 
moms a correſpondent, _ 

, My aunt's haſte has been ſuch ry ie that 
| akon lawyers have been forced to travel 
with. unuſual {peed in drawing up the wri- 
tings: this accompliſhed, a few days now will 
Put a period tony reign. Sir Charles's houſe 
is not above cighteen miles from this: he 
een our going that J might give 
ee Airections 


— 1 


TY 


direQions for any alteration * choſe to- Bw 
made in furniture, &c. We agreed to go, 
and laſt Saturday, the day we fixed on, we got 
there to dinner. We found Lady Noel, Lord 
and Lady Wilmington, and Mr. Noel, ready: 
to receive us. Sir Charles's mother has great 
remains of beauty, and a certain'dignity in her 
whole deportment, which obliges one to keep 
a very reſpectful diſtance. Her children treat 
her with a kind of reverence, which confirmed 
me in the notion, I had at firſt fight. concei- 
ved, of her being extremely imperious; I they” 
obſerye every turn of her eyes; they are, by: 
the bye, the moſt ſparkling and. brilliant chat 
ever I ſaw. I thought I could perceive an air. 
of anxiety in my lover when he preſented me 
to her, but it was quickly diſpelled by the ve- 
ry gracidus reception ſhe gave me; yet this, | 
and the frequent repetition of civil things, 
which during the time we ſtaid ſhe ſaid to me, 
did not prevent my feeling myſelf rere 
ly, bumbled in her preſence, 

Lady Wilmington, her daughter, is 19 
Gn, but not ſo much ſo as her mother muſt. 
have been at her age; but her caſe, and parti · 
cular kindneſs to me, rendered her much more 

e though there is ſomething whimftz 
Ros cal- 


— 


. E 
in her humour.— Her Lord is ſmart and 
genteel enough in his perſon, but not remark- 
ably ſtriking for this, or any other quality: 
yet the match was brought about entirely by 
love ; for at the time they were firſt acquaint- 
ed, my Lord had a father and an elder brother 
kving ; and Lady Noel meant her girl for 
the Marquis of Kent, who- was paſſionately 
enamoured with her. She was forbid to har- 
bour any thoughts of young Wilmington; 
but oppoſition only ſerved to fix her his : ſhe 
' peremptorily refuſed to hear the Marquis, to 
accept of his propoſals, or, in ſine, to marry 
any one but the man objected to. She told 
me herſelf, that, until this, a look from her 
mother had been equal to a poſitive command 
with her; but that, finding ſhe was not ſo ab- 
fſolute when ſhe came to oppoſe her, ſhe had 
gained courage from hence, and carried her 
point by dint of obſtinacy. Lady Noel, ti- 
red out by her complaints and her conftancy, 
bid her at laſt to difpoſe of herſe}f without 
ever troubling her again: ſhe took her at her 
word, and i in a ſhort time married. She was 
in diſgrace at firſt; but her brother's intrea- 
ties, and the plea of her not having engaged 
28 a kind of OO. to * ſo, brought 
| about 
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about 2 reconciliation... The death: of bis 
brother, and that of his father, which follow = 
ed in a few months, made him at once an 
equal, and a deſirable match for her. She: 
promiſed to be a great deal with me when. F 
am ſettled at Noel-Caſtle, as ſhe hates my 
Lord's manſion-houſe, and every part of the 
country about it. I could. ſee him pained by 
this declaration; but ſhe claims the 4 
of ſaying what ſhe pleaſes. £.. 

The next in the groupe was My. Noel; | 
a very fine, elegant young man: I really 
don't kyow whether he is not Wandler 
than my Sir Charles; but as I have never 
zeckoned beauty of any conſequence in a man, 
this is no diſparagement to my elected. But 
this Edward is a mighty agreeable. creature,. 
and the brothers are eee een * 
each other.. : 

After having ſpoken of the N I EPA 
now ſay. ſomething. of the dwelling, which is 

2 grand pile of building, and ſituated mof#: 
agreeably. on a riſing ground: it was: built on-: 
the ruins of a caſtle, deſtroyed i in the Barons” 
wars, and. retains the. ſame pompous appella 
tion; but being a moderniſed one, it has no mud 
dled moats about it, no draw bridgen to SM 

K 4. fend 
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fend its entrance, nor do you find within it 
198i ſtair-caſes leading to dark tow- 
We ſtaid there until Fhurſday, and 
had juſt got home when Sir Charles was obli- 
ged to go to London for a ſhort time. He 
comes down next week, and is then to be 
made happy, as he ſays. 
Whilſt this promiſing aſpect of Fate is 
turned towards me, my heart ſtill fighs, my 
deareſt Emma, for one unhappy object, whoſe 
looks reproach” me with cruelty, and whoſe 
merit deſeryes a better lot.— Vou have often 
heard me mention Mr. Howe as one of my real 
lovers, and I have as often regretted to you 
the indifference I felt for this poor man z with 
the higheſt eſteem, (this word conveys a colder 
meaning with me than it does with you, wit · 
neſs your 14% letter but one) E never could pre- 
vail on myſelf to own another ſentiment for 
Him. It was not in my nature L could not 
blame myſelf for it our hearts had not been 
made to pair and fit each other: there is ſome 
miſtake in his; mine ĩs not its eounterpart.— 
F was forry for him; I faid fo; and refuſed 
him in the ſofteſt terms; expreſfing, at the 
time, the greateſt ſenſe of the honour he did 
me, and wiſhing to preſerve his good opinion 
* | 4 : with= 
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ment did not render him unjuſt; he ſaw 
through the coldneſs of my words, the true 


feelings of my ſoul, and promiſed to be ſatis- 


fied with my friendſhip. He intended, 1 


make no doubt, to be as he ſpoke: but, tho? 


we may reſtrain our paſſions, we cannot an- 


nihilate them; and Mr. Howe has Janguiſhed \ 


ever ſince, without permitting a murmur to 
fall from his lips. When he found that his- 


countenance would ' betray his ſufferings, he 
refrained from coming any more to the 
Grove. It was many months ſince I had 
ſeen him; for he carefully avoided every place 


where we were likely to meet : I heard, from - 
ſeveral people, of his being in a very bad 
ſtate of health, and of his being adviſed to 


go abroad. 1 wiſhed him to be out of the 
neighbourhocd before I gave myſelf to ano- 
ther. As I was amuſing myſelf with draw- - 


ing two. days ago, the door of the library. 
where I ſat was thrown open, and Mr. Howe 
announced. Guilt never looked more aghaſt 
than did your Fanny. The unfortunate in- 


valid, too deeply engaged with his own em- 


barraſſment, did hot ſeem to obſerve mine, 


but Immediately 2 2 a converſation which 


thin accepting of his love. | Diſappoint- 5 


4 
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ſtill increaſed my uneaſineſs: Ke informed 
me, that he was come to take a laſt leave of 
his friends at this place; that be ſhould ſet 
out,. in a few days, for ſome warmer cli- 
mate; but he could not refuſe his heart the 
- ſmall indulgence of once more ſeeing——he _ 
heſitated an inſtant; but finding me affected 
even to tears, he immediately added——the 
family at the Grove. I quitted him under the 
pretext of going to let my aunt know of his 
viſit : ſhe joined him directly, and in her 
good-natured,, hoſpitable way, would not hear 
of his leaving us for the reſt of the day. I 
had walked out in hopes of his going away 
without ſeeing me again, I was ſhocked, 
when I went down to dinner, at finding him 
among our gueſts, Compaſſion made me more 
ttentive to him than to any other perſon at 
table: I was even pleaſed that Sir Charles's 
not being there gave him a right to all my 
notice. He was very ſenſible of my kind in- 
tentions, and thanked. me more than once 
for being ſo good to him : but at going away 
he whiſpered ta me, that it was doubly 
<« cruel to be thus amiable, . and thus inſenſi- 
&« le,” After refleQing a little he obſerved, 
- that the laſt epithet could only be applied to 


int. 
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me by ſuch a wretch as himſelf; for he bel 
deen told there was a man happy enough. 0 
de /oved by me : he wiſhed him, in that lebte, 
every bleſſing, and hoped he would prove 
worthy of the treaſure deſigned for him. He 
then hurried out of the room, as if to hide 
emotions he was afraid of ſhowing. What a 
reflexion was this for the creature . knew 
herſelf to be the cauſe of his ſufferings.! 'F 
declare to you, my Emma, I ſcarcely ever felt. 
more keen anguiſh: I retired early to myy 
chamber, and was obliged to read over Sir 
Charles's letters, and to contemplate: his pic- 
ture for ſome time, in order to calm my trou- 
bled ſpirit. Are there, my deareſt Mrs. 
Walpole, any women | inhuman enough to 
enjoy the pain they give? I have heard there 


_ | are ſuch in the world; but J cannot credit - 


it, imagining we are all. formed with pretty 
much the ſame ſentiments, though perhaps 
with different degrees of ſenſibility; every 
one would not, very poſſibly, ſit lixe you or 
me, and weep over the victim to their charms; 
but ſurely no one would wiſh to reduce a wor- 
thy man to this ſtate! 
My aunt, who was a true Marpht on the 
occaſion, muſt adviſe Mr. Howe strongly 
e n 
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againſt feavie his own country, and quoted , 
5 ty examples to him of people who had left 
_ tlieir native air to periſh on a foreign ſhore. 
I winked at Her, trod upon her foot, and did 
all I could to filence her, but to no purpoſe, 
fo earneſt was ſhe in her advice : he did not, 


I hope, pay more. regard to her than ſhe did 
ta me. 

My uncle cautioned him againſt the impo« 
fitions he would meet with from his being an 
Engliſtiman, and recommended him to go to 
Liſbon rather than to France, as his money 
would be more likely to return from thence 
into England, through the channel of trade, 
than from our natural enemies, who never 
part with any of their ill- gotten gains. Do 
you not admire the ſpirit of patriotiſm which 
appears in ſuch various ſhapes in different be- 
ings! One ſet meets at the London Tavern 
to raiſe ſubſcriptions, and wrangle for the 
good of the nation another, at the Standard 
Tavern, priding themſelves on greater reſine- 
ment of principles, talk loudly, without do- 
ing more than their neighbours. The Squire 
drinks, the Merchant, trades, the Soldier 
fights—al for this end, if you believe what 
they ſay. My uncle's counſels wall match 


any 
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any of the glorious efforts that are made 1 in 
the good old cauſe. 
When will Miſs Biſhop de with 0 She : 
muſt certainly have gotten a ſurfeit of London 
dy this: the pleaſures of Ranelagh do not 
make amends for duſty ſtreets and ſultry air. 
I. will add no more to this pacquet, which 
has already paſſed the bounds of an ordinary 


epiſtle. Adieu then, a 2 ; believe me 
always 


— 


| Your affeRionate | a 
ME cg 
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MRS. WALPOLE TO MISS THORNTON - 


LETTER XXXVINT.. 


SPRING PARK: - 


po 0 OR Mr. Howe, what . a ſituation is 

his! Well might you, my Fanny, fret. 
for him: it is a dreadful pain to know one: 
has cauſed the miſery of a fellow creature, 
and it may ſtill be aggravated by the ſuperior 
worth of the ſufferer. I pity you, my ſenſi- 
ble friend, almoſt as much as I do your de- 
ſpairing lover... . . This is a fine leſſon to you 
on the mixture of good and evil in this life: 
at the moment when your joy riſes higheſt, 
and you are on the point of ſaying your hap- 
pineſs is complete, this diſcontented ſhadow - 
is drawn forth to your view; he comes to 
prove that no human bliſs can be perfect, and 
to teach you that the greateſt pleaſures will 
have alloys. Were we to be thoroughly ſatis- 
fied here, we ſhould no longer think of here- 
after ; let us bleſs the merciful hand which has 
EA = thus 
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thus mixed the draught of life, and without 
repining, fwallow the potion as it comes. 
| You aſk, my dear girl, if there are wo- 
men inhuman enough to enjoy the pain they 
inflict? When we judge from our own hearts, 
queſtions. of this kind are eaſily anſwered; 
but in this caſe I think that rather too nar- 
row a compaſs to move in, and I would quit 
myſelf to enter into a wider field that of the 
world; but there my inexperience would 
ſoon lead me into a labyrinth, from whence 
nought but vice would furniſh me with a 
clue to get out, At our ages, women can 
hardly gain knowledge of the world, without 
riſquing the loſs of every valuable quality: 
after many years of life, experience is pur - 
chaſed at a leſs price; but even then can we 
be reckoned gainers, when innocence is ex- 
changed for wiſdom? I own I ſhall part from 
ignorance with regret : it is the beſt ſecurity - 
for our moſt pleaſing ſenſations; it inſures 
that unſuſpecting confidence, that general 
good-will, which we feel for all the human. 
race; it knows nothing of ill, it can ſuſpe& 
none, Happy. ftate of unknowing ! long 
may I taſte its pure joys ! For our peace ſake, 
then let us imagine, * every woman, like 
| F anny 
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Fanny and her Emma, would mourn the 
wreck of hapleſs love. N eee 4 
Kitty is come to 105 and a Lerdinaire, all 
life, and. ſpirits: ſhe is a moſt entertaining 
companion, and not a leſs deſirable friend: 
in your: abſence ſhe ſeems to be the only one 
who can in any meaſure ſupply N place | to. 
me. | 
6. Ft Toad: Surry) 5 lg dined with 
us: it conſiſted of himſelf, his lady, and 
two daughters old enough to be brought out 
(a number of younger ones are kept up in the 
nurſery until theſe are provided for.) To 
pay proper deference to the head of the houſe, 
I . ſhall begin by ſpeaking of his. Lordſhip, 
who is the fine gentleman of the laſt age, gal- 
lant and ceremonious; an indifferent huſ- 
band, a- very. tender father, an: uncertain: 
friend, a kind maſter; made up of contra- 
dictions, yet never treated with contempt— 
ſo much. more reſpe& does the world pay to 
guality than to qualities. : 
Mr. Walpole, from whom TI learnt the cha- 
raters of my viſitors, ſays Lady Surry | is a 


| TY prudent woman, has been the beſt of wives 


and mothers ; but from living ſo much at 
home ſhe is deficient i in many of thoſe agr/- 


mens 


000 Þ 
mens which make an agreeable companion; 1 
could not perceive ſhe wanted more than a 
few faſhionable phraſes to make her converſa- 
tion juſt as unexceptionable as her behaviour: 
he is doubtleſs, though, a better j of the 
agreeable than I am: therefore Lady _y 
' muſt not be placed among them, 771 

Lady Caroline Warren, the eldeſt Aa 

ter, is a perfect beauty; but it is not of the 
winning kind: ſhe is thoroughly convinced 
of her own charms, and looks with diſdain 
on the leſs lovely: her manner is of that fort 
which mortifies and diſguſts all thighs! are 
not ſo well aſſured of theirs. 


Lady Georgina, not ſo colnpletely beauti⸗ | 
ful is infinitely more charming: the laugh=' 


ing [Graces ſport in her countenance, and 


every glance of hers ſhows an heart innocent 
and gay as playful childhood can make it, I 
am very fond of this little girl, who in her 


artleſs way told me ſhe was quite delighted 5 


with this viſit to Spring Park; that her 
mamma had promiſed ſhe ſhould come to ſee 
me as ſoon as they came oy ann ſhe has 
never ſuffered her to forget it. 
Mr. Walpole, who is eee eee of 
| 1 me appear to advantage, was more than 
— 


= 


* 
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commonly fo on this occaſion : he was in my 
dreſſing - room twice or thrice during the time 
allotted to the toilet: he did not like this 
colour that ornament would beſt ſuit my 
face -I muſt put on my petit-gris.— After all 
theſe directions I was left to my own taſte: I 
was glad he bad told me his, as I reſolved to 
follow it. I did ſo, and found him in the 
drawing- room when I went into it: he 
advanced to meet me, repeating with the 
molt flattering look, as he led me to a ſeat, 
s then moſt beauteous, when leaſt adorned.“ 
Encouraged by the approbation of my huſ- 
band, the plain and fimple dreſs I had on 
ſeemed to me the moſt pleaſing of any I had 
ever worn, and I was entirely ſatisfied with it 
when our brilliant gueſts were ufhered in. 
Finery did not excite a deſire, but for my 
Wablpoleꝰs ſake I wiſhed to be as handſome as 
Lady Caroline. She was hardly ſeated when 
ſhe whiſpered to Miſs Biſhop, loud enough 
for me to hear What a pity it is, that Mrs, 
% Walpole has not more bloom |: mbeonly wants | 
that to make her a very pretty woman.” 
Her remark quickly repaired the fault ſhe 
complained of, for in a moment I felt is 7 


| eee A e 


* 
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«.is the ſmalleſ perfection a woman has to 


_ 4 boaſt of, the! may loſe, ſome or all of it © 


without being leſs amiable;—Mrs. Wal- 


e pole's paleneſs is no blemiſh, as it only 


e renders her more exquiſitely delicate; but 
your Ladyſhip may ſee her nomu as yon 
* wiſhed her to be, for her b ee is 
« greatly improved ſince you ſpoke,” . { 
She, did not deign to ſpeak again on the 
ſubject; yet my good friend took ſeveral op- 
portunities of praiſing pale beauties ; in which 
the ſweet Georgina joined, though her own 
face bore all the marks of ruddy health _ 
I was not ſorry when they left us; there is 
a formality in be firſt viſe, which makes the 
end much more agreeable than the reſt of it. 
T have frequently thought, during the time 
when people are thus {tiff and ſhy, that it has 
been calculated rather to deſtroy than to en- 
courage ſociety, the eſtabliſhing ſuch a mode 
of proceeding : and if, inſtead of the preſeribed: 
form, every one was left to purſue their own 


inclination in regard to viſiting, we ſhould - 2 


never meet with unwelcome gueſts, or ungra- 
cious receptions. . . . Sir Charles, I hope, 


| 5 e you again; and the ſtirring Mb 
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Bridges haſtening the wedding preparations. 
Kitty dictates a thouſand things for me to tell 
you; but as it is impoſſible I ſhould write ſo 
faſt as ſhe talks, and as ſhe has taken her 
ſtand juſt at my elbow, I believe the beſt plan 
I can execute, is that of reſigning my pen to 
her. ; . . . She will not accept of it, declares 
The has abundance of letters to write, but 
begs I will for once give up to her humour; 
(which cannot endure ſo dull an employment 
juſt now) and accompany her in a walk. I 
muſt en — my dear Fanny, 


J 
* QC Vours ever, 
E bt e Warrouz 
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H 01 D, my dear friend, and do 1 be 
ſo deſirous of hurrying me into matri- 
mony.—I find it is not ſo eaſy to manage our 
raptives ; and what muſt it be when they be⸗ 
come our tyrants? —PF or my ſhare, Ido! t care 

to venture my peace on ſuch weak foundations 

as the profeſſions of a lover. | 1 require bet⸗ 

ter ſecurity, and am not likely to find it, it 
ſeems, as I differ from moſt folks in my no- 
tions; I am, told—but you ſhall judge how 
juſtly,——Sir Charles came from, London laſt 
Wedneſday, loaded with gew-gaws of every 

| ſort, in order to gratify female. vanity, © no 
doubt; not to ſay a word of the pride the 
men take in having their wives as fine as 
their neighbours. 1 receiyed his preſent; with 
infinite condeſcenſion, and was praiſed highly 
for ſo doing. He was engaged to-day to dine 
© With ſome gentlemen at a club {eu weekly ya 
"ot "few 
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few miles from hence, We parted in great 
humour with each other, and he pro- 
miſed to be back by eight o'clock : this made 
me decline going to Mr. Glanville's with my 
uncle and aunt in the afternoon. I fat whis 
ling away the hours with reading and work- 
3 when, juft as the clock ſtruck eight, I 
ſaw Sir Charles come driving into the court, 
| his horſes in a foam from his expedition in 
travelling. I had no objeftion, T allow, to 
this ſeeming impatience: it made me conclude 
he had been as Abt to return to was, as Ws 
wiſhed him to be. EY TR | 
The ſame ſpeed attended his Reps, and 1 
found him in the room with me in an inftant, 
I teſtified my joy at his appearance; but ob- 
ſerving a ſomething extraordinary in him, 1 
thought it neceſſaty to aſſume a more diſtant 
air. This did not hinder him from approach - 
ing me with a freedom which he had never 
before attempted. T now ſuſpected that his 
friends had obliged him to drink more wine 
than he is accuſtomed' to do. He very ſoon 
fa the change in my behaviour, and imme» 
diately changed his own. Shortly after, he 
' Propoſed our taking an airing in his phatzon, 
which was ſtill at the door, ſaying it was 4 
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Cid and ſhould not be loſt. As IN 
did not imagine him very fit tobe truſted with 
the reins, and his horſes not being very quiet 
ones, [ peremptorily refuſed going. Whether 
he gueſſed my yſuſpicions, or was heated with 
drink, it's hard to tell; but without any more 
provocation than this, the gentleman flew 
into a paſſion, and demanded in an authori- 
tative tone, What were my reaſons for not 
* going with him; was J afraid of truſting 
* myſelf with him ? He knew not how T 
6; ane. to love a man I did not chuſe 
< to confide in. Amazement had ftruck 
me dumb fer an inſtant; but when I had 
ſomewhat recoyered myſelf, I anſwered with 
great firmneſs, That, whatever my reaſons 
were, it would be of no importance to give 
them to a perſon who was too angry to be 
© convinced by them: beſides, I did not ſup- 
<< poſe myſelf bound to account for my con- 
27 duct, e I was certain of its n | 


begged I would let him know why I ſhowed 
ſuch diſtruſt in him, that he en e | 
it if pollidle, | | | 


66 When 


He affected to be more * open tis an « 
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When you ſet me ſo good an example,“ 
laid I, moderating. my reſentment, I ſhall 
*< doubtleſs follow it: and as you have begged 
to hear my reaſons for not agreeing to your 
55, propoſal, I ſhall no longer refuſe to give 
<©them.—You are to underſtand then, Sir 
Charles, that there would be a glaring im- 
* propriety in my being ſeen driving about 
{the country in your phaë ton, with no com- 
< panion but yourſelf: you would not have 
1 at another time; and 
© at this I ſhould be more to blame than ever 
22 conſenting to it. — | 
„ Vou fancy I: am drunk, Madam but 5 
you are deceived I am perfectly in my 
cc ſenſes, and know what I have ſaid.” 
J am ſorry for it, Sir, ſince, bad as the 
< excuſe is, it would have been better to have 
_-< pleaded intoxication, than to have owned 
66 you committed a fault in your ſober 
<Clenies.”” i 11671: | | 
8 What favie have I committed, Mifs 
4 Thornton?” / interrupted be. Is. it a 
cc crime to have expected you would have been 
* above vulgar prejudices, to have given me 
<< pleaſure? J confeſs I cannot reconcile your | 
her r now with the foregoing part « of 


— 


Ce) 
«it, A woman who loves will give "> * 
cc trifle to make her lover happy.” bk 
es Stop, Sir,“ ſaid I, „ and learn from. 
% me; that the woman who was above what 
« you call 'vxlgar prejudices, would be: beneath 
&« your regard. She who ſhows an indiffer= - 
< ence to the opinion of the world, deſerves 
< the-cenſures of it. This is not ſuch 4 
© trifle as you may think: appearances are 
all that people can judge from; and When 
<< thoſe are improper, it is reaſonable to con- 
« clude they will be condemned. I ſhall 
always be happy in making you ſo; but 1 
« will never purchaſe happineſs by an im- 
< prudence— It would be no compliment to 
you to do ſo, as I ſhould prove by it that 
< your efteem was of no great conſequence to 
„me. To act contrary to the conviction of 


< my judgment, would be departing from 
* my principles; and would as 'aſſuredly. 


* draw on me your contempt, as © n 1 


the reproaches of my own heart.“. 
Saying this, I took up ee ned was 
going om with a piece of embroidery which T * 
had been about when he came in. This was 
a new affront. As he grew more gquarrel/omey | 
became. leſs diſpoſed to indulge him, and 
* oh, J. + wont 
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vent on with my work a little Jonger. 
Theſe creatures can't bear the leaſt contra- 
diction: fawning and kind as you pleaſe 
when nothing happens to ruffle them; but 
throw the ſmalleſt obſtacle in their way, and 
adieu to good humour. Sir Charles is cer- 
tainly as mild and putient as any of them: 
but even he could not endure oppoſition; for 
finding I did not inſtantly quit my work, he 
. ſnatched up his hat, and with a profound 
bow wiſhed me a good night. This was un- 
expected; but as it was not my buſineſs to 
make the firſt advances towards a reconcilia- 
tion, I returned his uh. Altercation had 
kept up my ſpirits; but when I ſaw him drive 
off, all the woman's ſoftneſs took poſſeſſion 
of me, and I burſt into a flood of tears, Af- 
ter paſſing ſome time in this way, I began to 
caſt about how to evade all my aunt's 'enqui- 
ries about Sir Charles, whom ſheavas to have 
found here at her return. I determined at 
length to retire to my own apartment before 
the came, and to order my maid to tell her 
I had got the head-ach, and had gone to bed, 
deliring no one would diſturb me: this was 
done; and about nine o'clock I overheard the 
good old lady in the next room, catechiſing 
e | Walker 


— 
* 
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Walker about me. 80 your miſtreſt is 
cc jndiſpoſed, I hear Ho). 100g; did. Sir „ 
« Charles ?? * mn | 5 
CI really can't tell, Mam; = I fancy, 
 < when he came, my miſtreſs ways ſo bad . — 
with the head - ach, that ſhe could not þ 1 | 
* to.him, which made: him. g Aways” -. Le 
I laughed at Walker” 's officious zeal, which | ; 
prompted. her to give ſo curiaus a reaſon for . 
his ſudden departure: it was not a ſatisfacto ll 
ry one to my aunt, who, netwithſtandin, | by 
my prolubition, would come in to ſee me, | 
ſhut my eyes, and ſhammed a ſound” "leep 
when ſhe approached the bed: this made her 
eaſy as to me; but the abſence. of my lover 
ſill troubled her. I envied the ſtate which 
made her feel no-inquietude, but what aroſe 
from curioſity, which, as it was of no mate- * 
rial conſequence, I did not think. myſelf 
obliged to gratify. I could not do. it with= _ 
out acculing Sir Charles of having! in ſome 
ſort miſbehaved; and, whatever honour I 
might have gained from publiſhing my part 
in the converſation, I ſhould find. no gonſo- 
lation, ſince his fant en be a e 
| PN me. CCC 719 
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After bent Wai hours without once for- 
getting myſelf,” 1 get up to try what con- 
verſing with my deareſt Emma would do to- 

wards compoſing my mind. 

- "op weep, T am miſerable; yet what cauſe 
nil Fto be aMiQtd ? Have I not done right? 
and if Sir“ Charles Noel is unreaſonlable, 
thould I be unhappy *—He is not wotthy of 
my tears if he requires me to do wrong; and 
I ſh6uld rather rejoice that I have offended 
him by the ſtrictnefs of my notions, ſince in 
ing thus I muſt have ſecured his reſpect, 
In tis ſtrain have 1 paſſed the night, in ar- 
guing aber into peace, but without effect: 
vet hard as it is to ſuffer this, were I again 
15 the ſame ſituntion, 1 would again do as I 
Aid then, convinced as L am of the rectitude 
of 2 conduct. Why chen mourn? —Be- 
cad the man I loved, he wWhom 1 thought 
more e thai mortal; Ut has proved hinaſelf unwor- 
thy: He has "16k himſelf in my eſteem, and 
et he is dear to me.. . But 1 will wait 
until to; Lmiorrow-befare I quite condemn him: 
2 tliglit's repaſe will reſtore him to himſelf, 
Ade perhaps Will come back to me, aſhamed 
of his proceedings, With. what · joy wy 
HEY? | „ dear | 


* 


* 
* 
- 
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dear friend, ſhall 1 behold, my gnitens" 

Adieu! I ſhall fatigue you, en TR 
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How unjuſt was I,. my. dear Mrs. Wal- 
pole, in doubting for a moment of my Noel 's 
return! Not a ſoul was up in the houſe, ex- 
cepting myſelf, when be arrived. here. [ut 
juſt put away my letter, and was looking ou 
in admiration at the glories of the rising un, 
when I ſaw a carriage coming. to che gate: 
1 quickly diſcerned, whoſe, it was. After 
much knocking and ringing, he at laſt gained 
admittance.. I-went to my watch, an and found 
it a little after ſix. My next thought Was, to 
go to my glaſs : this told me no very. agreeable- 
truths; my eyes ſwelled, cheeks wan, and 
lips parched. I had half a mind not to haue- 
been ſeen until J had ſlept: I threw. myſelf” 
down, and hoped to have taken a nap; but 
pleaſure was as great an enemy to me now, 
as anxiety had been before. I would not go 
elnx. room until 1 heard my aunt's bell 
Gs 3 | 1 ringe. | 


* 
nd * 
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ring; ; for E now again confidered myſelf as the 
ended, and therefore did not deſign to make 
any conceſſions. Wlien the family was ſtir- 
ring, I went, as uſual, the firſt into the par- 
lour, where I found my dear, conſcience- 
ho firicken Sir Charles waiting my coming. As 
" ſoon as he ſaw me he immediately accoſted me 
| with theſe words. 3 
I uam come, my deareſt Fanny, not to 
_- juſtify my Jaft night's behaviour, but to 
c intreat your forgiveneſs of it.—I really was 
“ not ſo intoxicated as not to know all that 
e paſſed, though I had drank too much to be 
4 quite rational: your health had been too 
i often toaſted, for me to have been ſober.— 
© Tn this fituation, men are more void of 
«<< ſenſe than brutes: it is a vice which has 
«always been deteftable to me; it will for 
<the future be more ſo than Eu from its | 
having made me offend you.”  ' 
e l am not angry now” ſaid I, © ſince you 
e no longer perfiſt in your error to know 
< that you have committed one, is fufficient 
«puniſhment to a ſenſible ſoul ; and I aſk no 
«© other atonement than your acknowledge- ' 
<« ment of it. I have ſome apologies to white, 
«as well as you; you were not maſter of - 
| 5 8 
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C yourſelf at the time; but I, who. had my 
« cool reaſon to direct me, ſhould have been 
c more conſiderate than to have provoked you, 
« by continuing to work when I found you ; 
6c objected to it. x | 
No, no,” replied he; ce you were right, ; 
« undoubtedly, not to oblige me in any thing, 
<« after the ill uſe I had made of the liberty | 
« you allowed me of being with you.” Xe 
When two people are thus willing to eon- 
fels they have done wrong, there is no fear of 
their being long at variance: our difference 
was quite made up before Mr. and Mrs. 
Bridges came to us. Sir Charles had left 
me with a reſolution of going to N oel-Caſtle, 
but had not gone ten miles when, repenting 
of his raſhneſs, he ſtopped and waited at an 
inn until morning, when he could come back 
ro the Grove, and repair bis folly. He gave 
buſi neſs as an excuſe to my aunt for his have 


ing gone away before ſhe came home : and 3 


. as I had prepared him to hear of my head- ach, 
every circumſtance paſled off withous ſuſpi⸗ 
FT n N 
The firſt hour of a reconciliation was the i 
very time for making me ſix a day for our 
RN 4 marriage: 
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marriage : he did not negle& it, yu Thurf- ; 
oy next is named... 
I cannot abide your Lady Caroline War: 
ren, and am glad Miſs Biſhop has more 
tartneſs in her manner than you have: ſhe is 
fit to deal with ſuch a conceited girl, —I 
thould gueſs that Nature loſt fo much time 
in forming her features thus nicely, that ſhe 
could ſpare none for the embelliſhments of her 
intellects: or is it that education having 
taught her nothing but how to manage her 
charms, ſhe has never been able to find out 
any other ſubject to employ her thoughts? I 
believe there are more fools made n Wan | 
Before their births. 5 
It is lucky for you, Pens that T do not 
wrangle often; for this diſpute of ours has 
ſwelled my letter to an enormous ſize. ” After 
Thurſday I muſt no more preſume to comra- 
diet, Alack I how hard upon us, to be 
obliged to reſign our favourite right, and to 
mortals, too, full as fallible as ourſelves } 
But that which I vow to do ſhall be per- 
formed, though it may now and then revolt 


againſt the inclination > : 
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marriage of - Sir Charles Noel, Baronety 
of Noel-Caſtle, to Miſs Thornton, of the,” 
c en in Warnürlben: 55 every body was 


nen of ks feel ae eee 
for an epithalamium ; but when he came to 
invoke the aſſiſtance of the Deities, a multi- 
tude of objections occurred. Matrimony ne- 
ver was upon a very reſpectable footing on 
Olympus; he conſidered, therefore, he could 
have no hopes of much aſſiſlance from that 
quarter: and what's a poem without an in- 
vocation, you know? Then there was not A 7 


&mile which ſuited his Fanny; not a Goddeſs © 
in whom he did not find out ſome. blemiſh, - 
nor a celeſtial huſband whom he could. pro- 
a. a8 a pattern to yours, Theſe difficulties 
= 5 5 e 


— 
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HIS 3 day's poſt: mls brought KERRY 
fourifting paragraph, concerning the 
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diſcouraged him ſo mach, that he proteſted 


_ againſt writing at all. 
Mrs. Walpole then undertook. to. | felicitate 


you; but ſick and puling as ſhe is, ſhe was 


better diſpoſed to make a funeral oration than 

an epiſtle upon this fubject: yet ſhe conti- 
nued for ſome time to ſtruggle againſt her 
natural bent, until Mrs. Sayer (the houſe- 
keeper) a matronly body, finding her at her 
_ deſk, ftrongly remonſtrated againſt her wri- 
ting; faying it was not proper, in her '/itua- | 
tion, to fit poring over any thing; that. con- 
finement was the worſt thing in the world“ 
for her; and, in ſhort, gave her ſo many wiſe 


documents, that ſhe was forced to riſe, and 


leave the taſk for me. Since, then, it is de- 
creed, that T ſhould ſpeak for myſelf and the 
others alſo, you may gueſs that I ſhall ſay a 
_ vaſt deal; being commonly very verboſe - but 
T late repetitions; and as there have been an 
infinity of weddings ſince the original inſti- 
tution of the ceremony, there is not a new 
idea left for me to utter on this occaſion: in 
tbis diſtreſs F can only tell you, that all bij 
wiſh you every happineſs which can be found 
in au union of hearts, As. you could have 
no doubt of this from thoſe you call friends, 
„„ | T4 . at 
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it uw” be unneceſſary to 1 more words 
about it, eſpecially as wiſbes avail but little 
in ſuch caſes, unleſs the parties are well in- 
elined to be happy in themſelves. That both | 
you and Sir Charles are ſo, muſt be allowed, 
and would have been equally ſo without this 
airy help. Having now ſhown how inſigni- . 
ficant ſuch complimentary expreſſions are in 
general, I muſt claim an exemption for our 
ſentiments, which derive the higheſt yalue from- 
the warmth and ſincerity of the hearts which 
_ dictate them. Yau are to eſteem then this 
letter very differently from thoſe you will be 
pere with from the votaries to form. . 
As I have addreſſed you as a bride, my- 
dear Lady Noel, I ſhall now talk to you as a 
wife. Are you impatient to hear ny ſage in- 
ſtructions?— 1 begin then by cavilling at the 
cConcluſion of your laſt letter to Emma, in 


your ſpouſe, merely becauſe he is ſuch, I. 


which you pieſy purpoſe never to contradict 5 | 


| never thought ſuch doctrine would have been 


broached by, you; it was worthy only of tho 
non reſiſting gentleneſs of our meek- friend, - 
who, born ** to be controuled,” does not find 
any hardſhip i in obeying. For-my part, the 
jus divinum of huſbands ſeems. to me full as 

E oppreſiive- 


EDS 
- -oppreflive as that of kings; and had our par- 
Nament been properly mixed, both would 
have been aboliſhed together: but, excluding 
ws from taking any part in the formation of 
the laws, like all uſurpers, they tyranniſe, to 
enſure by tenure what they do not hold by 
juſtice, Our men are not only the ſons, but 
| heirs of liberty, and, like the eldeſt-born, 
run- away with. all the inheritance from us 
defenceleſs beings.— Wherefore are we 
& born with high fouls, but to aſſert ourſelves; 
«ſhake off this vile obedience they exact, 
« and claim an equal empire o'er the world ?” 
 —Wherefore indeed! I'Il anfwer for it, there 
never was at Hampden, a Selden, ora Ruſ- 
ſel, who had a greater averſion to paſſive obe- 
_ dience than myſelf: and why ſhould I be more 
obliged to it by the laws of my country than 
they were? Lou will tell me I have never 
been in love, No, thanks to Heaven] I have 
not, and hope I never ſhall, if thoſe two 
ſyllables are ſo powerful as to tame my afpir= 
ing ſpirit. I would not lofe the glory of 
bein the patroneſ of my ſex's freedom for all 
the joys of a romantic paſſion... 1 
_ unleſs ] find I am likely'to make a convert of 
4 I ſhall not * * more fully. 
1 hall 


I ſhall judge, from your an; what progres | 
I have made. q 1740 ain OI ©347© 7 


Alfter paſſing ede here, en trio, our 
party was increaſed laſt night by the arrival 
of Colonel Sutton: an 'acquiſition; let me 
inform you, to any ſet; for he is agreeable 
and handſome. If I could depend upon Wal- 
pole, he is a non- pareil: but I would never take 
the character of an Oreſtes from a Pylades: 1 
chuſe to make uſe of my on unbiaſſed judg- 
ment for finding out the merits of an object. 
I have already given this a deal, methinks, 
in calling him what I did; for I am not 
very eaſily pleaſed in my companions. 

We are plagued eternally with intruders: 
if I did not entertain 'myſelf with tracing _ 
the ſingularities in each, I ſhould be ſtupi- 
fied with their viſits, which are as long as 
they are dull. Mrs. Walpole, I perceive, 
takes mightily with her country neighbours ; 
ſo civil, ſo affable, ſo ready to pardon all 
their aukwardneſſes, and ſo provided with 
good -natured pleas to ſave them from my 
raillery— it's very edifying, T proteſt; but it 
does not hinder me from taking them a as 
ſoon as their backs are turned: * a 11 

extort 


( 29 ) 3 


Extort a ſmile from her, though ſhe endex- 
vours to ſcrew up her mouth, for fear of . 
couraging my wickedneſs, z. 
I Mrs, Sayer does not change * ahi. 
* you may hear often from 
CATHARINE Bronor 
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| LADY NOEL TO MISS BISHOP. 


„ XII. 1 
| voz "CASTLE. 


N ia your letter, my_dear Miſs ; 
© Biſhop, I felt my happineſs increaſed by the 


ces it contained; no bliſs on earth is ſo 


great as not to receive addition from know- | 
ing ſuch hearts are intereſted in it: mine, I 
acknowledge, vaſt as it was before, has ex- 
tended ſince I have been aſſured that I am ſa 


tenderly remembered by my friends at Spring 


Park. | 
Fe have my Emma put herſelf to ö 


thi ſmalleſt inconvenience, to write to me: 5 


am convinced of her good diſpoſition to do it, 


and that ſhall content me until Mrs. Sayer 


and the reſt of the adepts in the art of nurſ- 


ing, ſhall think fit to take of the interdictibn. 


You, my ſprightly correſpondent, muſt, 
whenever you can find leiſure, indemnify me. 


for her. ſilence: all libertine as you are in your 5 


ideas, I Hall not be afraid to: engage with. 


&: vou z 
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you; nay more, I promiſe myſelf an entire 
victory over you ſome time or other : the day” 
will come, I foretell, when you will renounce - 
your own will, and prove more true pleaſure 
in complying, than ever you found in; com- 
manding. It is eaſy to practice obedience 
when we are ruled by the maſter of our choice; 
his power is the prep of our weakneſs, not the 
deſtruction of our liberty. The huſband who 
is diveſted of his authority, is incapable of af=- 
fording protection; and therefore, unleſs we 
could fight for ourſelves, it is ſafeſt and beſt to 


let him enjoy his prerogative, that we may 


reap the advantages of it. I have only men- 
tioned yet the meaneſt incentive to this ſub-- 
miſſive conduct: when we come to ſpeak of 
the others, I am ſure of bringing you over to 
my way of thinking. Were we kept in ſub-- 
jection only by fear or intereſt, we ſhould-- 
really deſerve flavery ; but when Love, the 
great interpreter, guides our ſteps, the harſh : 
word obey, no longer ſcares us: when deſires 
are mutual, it is puzzling to determine _ 
 exadts, or who complies. | 


6 © He rules. ee then . 
She, in obeying, rules as much as he. 


You, , 


- 
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Yom who are ſo very Aging to all a 
acquaintance, would małe no difficulty in be- 
ing ſo to the perſon you love: ceaſe then to 
ſuppoſe that you would deviate from an eſta- 
bliſhed law; rendered ſacred nee my | 
man ordinances, 7 I att IF 

Rebellion has often dees a 
well as ſprung from it: the huſband who is 
fretted by conſtant oppoſition, grows more ſe 
vere :: for inſtance, ſhe'who refuſes to ſtay at 
home when ſhe is deſired, cannot expect to 
find it an agreeable place at her return; nor 
ean ſhe hope to be more attended to when ſhe 
makes a requeſt. To be happy, we muſt 
conſider others as well as ourſelyes. By 
the rules of politeneſs we learn to yield up 
our opinion to another, rather than by per- 
ſevering in it to appear rude: we facrifice our 
moſt precious hours to a thouſand imperti- 
nents, who from rank, or fome ſuch fortui- 
tous (circumſtance, claim our notice for the 
ſame end: we endure daily mortifications for 
the ſake of being reckoned well-bred: and 
ſhall we, when conformity becomes our firſt 
duty, relinquiſh it? But you are already 

convinced; to accuſe you of being obſtinate 


| ome be an — though. you ſhould not 
make 


* 
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make an abſolute recantation, 1 fhall not fail 
to ſet you down amongſt the tractable females, 


who make a much more advantageous figure 


than thoſe unnatural Amazons, who graſp at | 
power, and throw off the beauty of the fair, 
without attaming the wiſdom of the men; be- 
coming thereby loathſome to both ſexes. _ 
Would one imagine that une nouvelle eſpouſa 


could give lectures on ſuch a theme ? But 


your wit inſpired me; and although I have not 
written on this ſide of the queſtion with as 
much ſucceſs as you did on the other, yet, | 
as I have taken the beſt part, what has been - 
defective in the ſtile, may be hid by the juſt- 
neſs of my ſentiments, and you will not have 
carried the debate againſt me, 

I left the Grove a few days after I pied ; 
my aunt, uncle, and two or three more of my 
friends, came here with us. We have lived 
ever ſince in a ſtate of racket and diſſipation, 
every moment bringing ſome new face to the 

caſtle, I ſhall be glad when this gives to a 
more peaceable life. | 

have the clevereſt flirt imaginable for you | 
ar you pleaſe to ſhow yourſelf here. Ed- 
ward Noel would exactly ſuit your taſte; ſo 
balant, and ſo lively] he charms all the belles 
8 heres 
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* but as I reſerve, him for you only, 1 
have inſiſted on his being my ciciſbeo until 1 
have provided him with a proper miſtreſs. He 
declares that he cannot have one that he likes 

better than me; but as he has never ſeen you, 


and I am rather too nearly connected witn | 


him, he may, without any breach of gallan- 
try, forſake me as ſoon as I can get an oppor- 
tunity of introducing him to you. I have al- 
ready ſo ſiſterly an affection for him, that I am 
anxious for his welfare, and would place him 
in your hands as the beſt he can be in. I be- 
gan to apprehend that he would have lipt 
| through my fingers ſoon after he came to us. 
Sally Glanville, who ig a ſweet, bluſhing lit- 
tile girl, a near neighbour and intimate ac- 
quaintance of mine at the Grove, and who, as 
my bride-maid, attended me when I came 
dome, ſtruck the youth with great admiration. 
on his arrival: for two days, he never moved 
out of the ſphere of her attradtions; but ſhe 
not ſhining kindly upon him, he was quickly 


detached from her. She would be a danger», 


ous rival, I can tell you; for few women 
are endowed with ſo many native graces. She 
has been brought up by her grandmother, 
who Never travelled fifty miles from an ob- 
3 25 1 
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ſeure village in Mevonthire ; but good- ſenſe 
does not require the knowledge of what is 
termed high- life, to make its poſſeſſors polite 
and graceful in every action. Sally's rurab 
breeding might reproach above one third of 
our very faſhionable acquaintances: natural. 
civility, not being cramped by abſurd max- 
ims, is always conſiſtent, "_—_ 1 and 
unaſfectecec. 

Mr. Glanville, ns iter, is alſo with us: 
he is a ſenſible unprejudiced man; ; knows hu-- - 
man nature, and makes large allowances for 
Its frailties ; pities the unfortunate, but never 
deſpiſes them; enjoys good company as much 
as any one, yet can live in ſolitude without 
repining; for his underſtanding ſupplics. him 
with thoughts, and his heart makes them al- 
ways pleaſing to him. Fhe lofs of a very no- 
table wife affected him ſenſibly, and made him 
recall his daughter from her retreat, to inſpect. 


. houſhold; A ſmall eſtate, and five chil- 


dren, demand great economy. This amia- 


ble girl makes the prettieſt figure in the world 


in her new employment: her little brothers 
and ſiſters pay her great deference; yet love 

her juſt as they ſhould do.—If I have any 
knack at divination, young Bridges, who has 
31 | been 


66 237. ) 


been ſome time with my uncle, does not re- : 
card her with indifference ; and his partiality 


prevented - Edward from being favourably re- 
ceived. I wiſh it may be brought to a matchz 
for the young man ſeems well diſpoſed, and 
ſhe. will comfort my Poor aunt for my ab- 
ſence. 


Conſideringchow much he fills my thoughts, 
it is wonderful, Ion; but he is a ſubject I 
mean to treat with the higheſt reſpect, and 


ſhall not expoſe myſelf to the ridicule of one 
who profeſſes to diſdain the weakneſs of the 
heart. I keep my tenderneſſes for the indulgent 


Emma, who will underſtand them. I adapt 
my diſcourſe to my company 1 would not 
talk te a prelate of a maſquerade, nor to 4 


gambler of honeſty; neither would I make o 
vawn by dwelling on the charms of love, | 


though I have as much friendſhip for N 
For moſt of thoſe who a are dear to 
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Do you not wonder that I have written 
thus much, without mentioning Sir Charles? 
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MRS. WALPOLE TO LADY 'NOEL, | 


ne tone ave tf EE nod yn how S RN phe. 
Mut have imitated that unhappy Queen of 
- Spain, my dear Fanny, who uſed to feign 
this ſhe longad to do a thouſand things, which 
were forbidden by the formal cuſtoms of that 
country, if my camerara major had not been 
leſs rigid than hers; but as ſhe does not pre- 
tend to manage me, I take the liberty of ſol 
- lowing juſt as much of her advice as pleaſes 
me, and would not defer n to 2 9 25 a 
i e 8 I : 
EKitty mentioned Colonel Satte s 1 
wich us: prepoſſeſſed in his favour, from Mr. 
Walpole's regard for him, I was not ſurpri- 
ſed to find him extremely agreeable on our 
firſt acquaintance; but I cannot explain to 
you the ſort of eſteem I now feel for him. He 
behaves to me with an attention more minute 
than that of a lover; yet his affection is like 
that of a brother. He is _ near me, al- 
: | ways 


Cl 


ee en pen is my con- 


ſtant companion whether I ſtay at home, or 
g0 out in the chaiſe, when the reſt are riding. 
Kitty _ him my ſhade, 1950 not without 
reaſon ©{le 5 reer e e e offire 


His — 1 Quid gueloym was nen 
by rn but he ſeems to be oppreſſed at preſent 


by ſome misfortune; for he ſighs frequently, 
and is ſo abſent often, as not to know what 
paſſes, eſpecially in a large company: our 
free · ſpoken friend told him yeſterday, that he 
looked as if he had loſt his heart, and wanted 
to find it again. Mr. Walpole laughed exceed - 


üngly at the ſpeech; but I thought the Co- 
lonel would have been more e EY 
if he had let it paſs unnoticed. 12748 
This morning, as he and I were Auen, 
gether, after he had ruminated for ſome mi- 
nutes, he aſked me if 1 knew where Sidney was. 


I ſtarted at the name.“ I mean,“ continu- 
ed he, „whether you can inform me howto 


4 direct a letter to him, for I know he is gone 2 


„ to Ruſſia; but a gentleman has wrote to me 
to beg I would gain that piece of intelli- 


* gence for him, as he is deſirous of acquaint- bs 


ing him with the alteration in by unele's 
< ſentiments toward him,” i eee e 
„„ N | This 


* 


* 


— 


uphis unele was his father's elder brother; 


0) 


and never would ſee him when he lived at 
Sunbury. It would not be poſlible for me 
to repeat what I ſaid; for my whole frame 


was fo agitated, that memory could not re: 


cord 4 ſyllable of it. 1 made ſome anſwer, 
which, was ſufficient to let him know my ig 
noranee of his abode. He faw me diſtreſſed, 
and inſtantly dropped the SAN . 


out one prying queſtion. | ie 
I' was impatient until 1 nds; anna 


pas a ſtrict examination: upon myſelf about 


te eauſe of chis ſtrange. emotion on hearing 


A name which is fo familiar ta me. I found 


my heart, my deareſt Lady Noel, ready to juſ- 


tify itſelf, or I ſhould not have looked up with 


vonſidence in my huſband's face when we 


met. lt did not bound with rapture at the 


found of Sidney: it would not have been mo- 


ved by it, had not that name recalled to its 
recollection thoſe happy days, when, bleſt 
with a father's tenderneſs, it knew no wiſh 


beyond what it enjoyed, nor dreaded the 


evils that were wrapt up in futurity.— Believe 


me, when I ſolemnly aſſert, that my Walpole 


Holds an undivided- empire in my breaſt, and 


chat every other man is now. indifferent to me. 


But 


2 I.. 
1 


— 


| ( a4} 
But why do I make this proteſtation) Could 
it be a dubious matter! Impoſſible! Virtue 
ſhudders at the ſuppoſition: I would not for 
the creation ſuſpect that you, my beloved 
friend, ſhould have ever thought ſo vilely of 

me. No, Fanny, I would not have ſacri- 
legiouſſy prophaned the altar at which my 


faith was plighted, by offering my hand with- 1 
out the conſent. of my heart. Lou, Wo 


heard every ſentiment of my foul, know that 
I ſhould have been inexorable to a parents 


prayers; that force or pity. could not have 


dragged me to the church, had 1 not found 
myſelf ſenſible of the merits of the object deſ- | 
tined for me by my father: and I call heaven 
to witneſs, that, ſince the day J became his 
wife, I have never had a thought which could 
diſgrace that title. This is the only time I 
have ever ſuffered myſelf to remember there 
was ſuch a being left in the world as Sidney 
but in doing it, I forget he ever was dearer. to 
me chan ö could nin pas Eva 
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——— when I began to write 
n Monday, and have not been adle ſince to 
finiſh this. My mind had been eruelly rack- 
ed wich apprehenſtons of committing a crime 
#6 being ſo much affected by the calling over 

paſt events; and Thad juſt pacified it, by the 
aſſutances I had of its innocence, when Wil- 
f ſon came up to me, with all the marks of con- 
cern in her looks, te inform me, that ſhe had 
for ſome months led a very uncomfortable life 
witk Mrs. Sayer, who, having been entire 
miſtreſs of the place for ſome years, aſſumes 
uncommon power over the other ſervants, and 
has taken 2 particular diſlike to her. —At ano- 
cher time I might not, perhaps, have ſhown 
any regard to this complaint ; but being low, 
and 1 my ſpirits in a flurry, every trifle appear- 
ed of conſequencethen. — This poor creature, 
I knew, was attached to me from my infancy; 
ſhe had been my mother's attendant, and had 


mpver in Sr life offended me; 1 5 I ſhould be 
_ forced 


i 


2 


forced to part with her: it was a 


ſhould do ſo, for Mr. Walpole had full as ma» 
ny reaſons for being partial to his houſe-keep- 


er, as I had for being ſo to my maid : I could 


not bear the idea of putting his love for me to 
ſuch a trial, as that of aſking him to diſeharge 


an old ſervant, for whom he had more than 


once expteſſed a preference. I told Wilſon, 
that ſinee they could not live together, ſhe 
muſt, prepare to leave the houſe; her tears re? 


doubled at the ſentence, but I could not re- 


peal it. Her diſtreſs did not help to recon-— 


eile me to the expedient, yet no other offered: 
I felt my heart wounded to the quick, but 1 
reſolved not to open it to any one. In this; 
temper. I returned to the company: the mo- 


ment I appeared, Mr. Walpole obſerved my 
dejection, and ſaid to me in a: low voice 


Vou have been crying, my love] has anyx 
thing vexed you?” I anſwered in the ne- 
gative: he preſſed me no farther about it, but 


watched my countenance ſo ' narrowly, hat 1 
feared he would detect the fal ſehood I had been 
guilty of. I then tried to be chearful; _ 5 


am ſo wretched a counterfeit; that I could in 


carry on the deception, and relapſed en w. f 
M2 hr” 
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-WPMARaes: * The next day, my Wa 
choly ſtill remaining, I perceived that Mr. 
Walpole was gloomy, and out of humour 
with every one; that he ſeldom ſpoke, or too 
the leaſt notice of any thing: when he and 
Mils Biſhop were riding out; as uſual, in the 
morning, I meant to have ſhut myſelf up in 
my own apartment, that I might have brood - 
ed over my cares without interruption: I was 
going as they went out of the room, but found 
myſelf withheld by the train of my ſack» I 
turned to ſee whether my chair had not caught 
hold of it, but diſcovered it was Colonel Sut- 
ton who detained me, until the ous Was . 
after the others. 
Forgive me, my dent Mrs. Walpole,” 
810 he, for my preſumption: I ſaw you 
s xiſe with an intention of retiring; but, as I 
e wiſhed to ſpeak a feu words to you, I pre- 
e vented you doing it. I may be an impudent 
“ fellow in your opinion; but I promiſe you 
<«[ am an honeſt one, and mean merely to 
i ſerve you, by what I am going to ſay. You | 
& are a very young woman, and at your time 
of life every body requires an adviſer: I am 
nat capable of . ſo good a one as many 
05 ce would 


( 


« would be; yet, as no other perſon under x 


„takes to be yours, you muſt home mg; % 
e have that honour,” + nay? 

I affented to it, and he thus. woot. on: 
„ Walpole has the beſt heart on earth; it is - 
« devoted to you: but he is extremely nice, 
* nay, even captious in his diſpoſition; 4 
e jt is not an eaſy matter always to pleaſe 
him: but I can give you one unerring mw 
<< to go by, which will never fail to keep bim 
« in good humour ; that is, placing an entire 

cc confidence in him: conceal nothing from ; 
him, and he will never be diſſatisſied. Ge- 


« neroſity is his forte: he will pardon every 


«thing you on to him; but reſerve. is ſo 
<< odious to him, he would renounce bis 
4 deareſt friend, if he ſuſpected him of it. 

4. You married before you could well diſcern 
his character; ſo that, in thus drawing iʒt 
cc to you, I hope you will not think it any 
600 imputation on your penetration, ; ance 
<« nothing but time can develope ſuch myſ⸗ 


« terious windings, as the heart of man is 


< formed with. Our. Walpole, has as many 
* intricacies in his as any of us; but F will 


6 * bound for his improving upon you from 
: * . ** a tho- 


= 7 1 


\ 


ae. : 
4 thorough knowledge. His father was an 
„ humouriſt, and he was a petted child; he 
“has therefore ſome hereditary, and ſome ac- 
* quired flaws in his temper: he is ſenſible 
of them Himſelf; but he is offended, if 
<< thoſe he loves are afraid of him. Vour ti- 
© midity may ſometimes be miſconſtrued by 
bim: I counſel you then to have leſs of it 
hen you addreſs yourſelf to him: be af- 
e fured he cannot thwart you; and when ke 
finds you confide ſo abſolutely in him, he 
* would: ſooner die than diſappoint you. I 


e ſpeak as one well verſed in all his ways: 


. *©we have been intimate from our juvenile 
days, and I have never found him unreaſon- 
** able, when he is properly treated.” | | 

I thanked this kind: adviſer for his. trouble; 
but the more I reflected, the leſs able I was to 
prevail on myſelf to. diſcloſe this diſagreeable 
affair to my huſband: T could neither bring 


„ | my ſelf to tell it, nor could I hide how. much 


T endured from it: I then experienced the 
truth of your obſervation, that when. peo- 
ec ple once give way to eauſeleſs apprehen- 
* ſions, the imagination never fails to dreſs up 


oak new bugbear in every thought.“ Fears. 


we Fo x B'S. a 
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multiplied every moment, and when Mr. 
Walpole came back, I. was ſo harraſſec by 
them, that I could ſcarce keep myſelf from 
fainting when I heard him: my diſorder made 
him forget his diſpleaſure, and he hung over 
me with all his uſual fondneſs. As I did not 
go don ſtairs for the reſt of the day, he was 


moſt part of it with me; and during this, I. 
told him all that had happened amongſt, our i 


ſervants; but I told him likewiſe, that no 


entreaties ſhould make me keep Wilſon. He 
deſired- me to do as I would as to her, but 
fwore that Sayer ſhould go; for having coſt 
me ſo many tears: after great interceſſion, 
however, I procured her pardon, on condi- | 
tion that ſhe and my maid both remained hut 
without ever interfering with-each other. 
When this trifle was adjuſted, my dear 
Walpole; without- the leaſt acrimony, re- 
proached me for having concealed any thing 
from him, and aſked me, whether I was 
afraid of him? He knew himſelf to be of a 
<. fiery temper, but he did not. think he had 


ever been ill- natured to me Aſhamed f 


my childiſh. terror, I engaged that this ſhould 
de the laſt complaint be ſhould ever haue 
15 „ * ; 
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( 248 ) | 
againſt me; and I felt my nn him 
to be ſo great, that I was going to acquaint 
him with every incident of my paſt life 
but oh | my friend, there was one fatal ſecret 

which I durſt not avow, and that ſecret im- 
bitters all my hours —I tremble, leſt acci- 
dent or defign ſhould: betray it, and my ſilence 
be interpreted as guilt: yet, I have not lived 
long enough with him to venture at con- 
vineing him, that, though I have loved ano- 
ther, I have ſtill a heart left, worthy of all 
his tenderneſs, He talks ſo oddly on, this 
ſubject, and adheres ſo firmly to his own con- 
.ceits about it, that I have not fortitude 
enough to bear up againſt his arguments. | 
Kitty and he quarrels inceſſantly on this | 
point: ſhe aſſures him that our affections are 
full as renewable as tbeirs; then aſks how 
often he had been in love before he mar- 
ried 7/7 
x To this he 1 that difference of edu- - 
ae cation makes the caſes not parallel; that wo- 
men are confined, and taught from their cra- 
ales to preſerve a purity of ſentiment, which 
conſtitutes their higheſt merit, and fits them : 
for the narrow cirele of domeſtic joys ; and 
25 „ > thats: 
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that, when once a female nhl "i 
bounds aſſigned her, be it by coquettry,. or a 
greater breach of chaſtity, ſhe forſeits; her 
primitive virtue: the firſt amounts to a pro- 5 
ſtitution of the heart, as the other is of the 
perſon ; and he ſhould be ſorry to make any 
great diſtinction between them: that the ro- 
ver man, whoſe province it is to govern, is 
early initiated into all the ſcenes of life, that 
he may acquire the neceſſary knowledge; and 
from habit can form connexions with a num- 
ber of the fairer ſex, without really loving 
more than one. To controvert this, would 
not be to remove his prejudices; they are 
fixed, and nothing leſs than an age of unre- 
mitting conſtancy in my love for him will ef- 
fect an alteration in his opinion. When years 
have given weight to my aſſeverations, he 
may be brought to believe me when I refute 
his ſyſtem. I ſhall be more attended to when 
the endearing name of Mother is added to 
that of Wife. I muſt leave it then to ſome. 
diſtant period to prove me what he imagines | 
me to be. Unhappy attachment, which, 
without being criminal, has been the cauſe 
- ſuch laſting uneaſineſs t to me! If impru- 
9 > nm. 


be? Save me, gracious Heaven, from the 
knowledge! and let me ever remain entitled 
to the glory of being 20 Noel's friend. 
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